
INSIDE  INFORMATION 
 The Sonshine Group 

 8:30 am Music Minister 

 Operation Christmas Child  

 Interim Youth Minister 

 Lottie Moon Christmas Offering 

 LMCO Christmas Post Office 

 Christmas Caroling 

 Adair Country Detention Center 

 December Calendar 

 Online Giving 

 Church Council 

 Wednesday Night Fellowship 

 Mobile Food Pantry 

 Church Wide Christmas Party 

 

 We are moving into arguably 
the most exciting month of the year, 
Christmas! It becomes a time of so 
much to do, so little time to do it, we 

will rush around trying to get the most out of the Christmas season never really 
feeling like we have accomplished the tasks at hand. So, what are these tasks: 
shopping (For some a lot of fun, for many we just want to get it over with.), 
decorating (I know some have had their tree up since the beginning of 
November.), Christmas cards (For each one we receive we must send one out.), 
cooking (cookies, pies, cakes, a big Christmas breakfast, a big Christmas meal, 
and more), and finally all the Christmas party’s/gatherings to attend (How many 
can we cram into one day?). It’s a fun time but stressful time of year.   
 
 There is one more task we have this time of year, this is the task of sharing. 
No, this is not about sharing presents per say, it’s about sharing the greatest 
present ever, Jesus Christ. This Christmas season we will go through a sermon 
series titled “Christmas is for Sharing.” We will look at the Love, Peace, and Joy 
we have in Christ, looking at how these affect our Christian walk and how we 
are to share this with others (especially during the Christmas season.).  
 
 Romans 15:13 “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that you will abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 
 
 P.S. Please know that our family prays for you often and that we feel blessed 
to be part of the Hamilton Street Baptist Church Family.  

The Mission of HSBC 

HHonor God’s Truthonor God’s Truth  

SShare the Gospelhare the Gospel  

BBuild Believersuild Believers  

CCare for Othersare for Others 

Pastor Steven 
pastor.steven@sbcglobal.net 

Our Goal: $2,500 



Vital SignsVital Signs  
Year to Date (11/29/2017): 
Budgeted Offering: $297,075.54 
Received Offering: $310,605.88 
Budget Expenses: $253,314.68 
 
Bldg Fund Offering YTD: $8,685.00 
 
YTD Average Attendance:  
8:30 a.m. Worship: 87 
11:00 a.m. Worship: 133 
Worship Total: 221 
Sunday Morning Small Groups:  130 

Twin Pines 

Tuesdays @ 9:30 am 

Twin Pines 

Sunday, December 3, 2:30 pm 

Kirksville Manor Care 

Sunday, December 31, 2:30 pm 

The  
Sonshine 

Group 

Jim Barnett, 8:30 am Music Minister 
musicjim@sbcglobal.net 

 As you read this newsletter 
the Advent season has already 
begun.  The definition of Advent, 
according to the Oxford Living 
Dictionary is “The arrival of a 
notable person or thing.”  The 
birth of Christ most definitely 
qualifies as the arrival of a 
notable person!  His birth in that 
humble manger in Bethlehem set 
in motion those many events 
that led to the cross and 
resurrection that freed us lowly 
humans from the penalty of sin.  
Even our calendar recognizes this in 
the division of the years  
– B.C. and A.D. 
 
 This is also the busiest time of the 
year as we celebrate His birth in the 
many programs, parties and family 
get-togethers that we involve 
ourselves with.   Yet as we engage in 
all those activities this month let’s 
not forget   that first Advent season 
had none of the things we do today.  
It was just a young teenage couple 
facing scandalous accusations from 
their small village and a difficult 
journey to Bethlehem to be counted 
in a census.  There was nothing 
joyous about it.  Only the words of 
angels that visited each one to tell 
what God had in store for them as 
they began life as a couple. 
 
 So, as we celebrate this year, 
remember what that first Advent 

season was like and the amazing 
events that followed. 
 
 I want to invite everyone to 
attend the choir Christmas cantata 
scheduled for December 3 during the 
8:30 a.m. worship service.  It is 
entitled, “Glorious Song, Marvelous 
Light” by Dale Mathews.  This 
cantata celebrates the majesty and 
glory surrounding the heavenly 
announcement proclaiming the birth 
of the newborn King.  That holy night 
when Christ, our Savior, was born.     
 
 See you in worship!   

Prayer Requests can be placed in the box 
in the foyer or you may contact  

Brenda Jones, Amber Lupton, Cathy 
Meneely or the church office.  

Thursday, December 7 
6:30 pm 

SENIOR SONGSTERS 
present their Christmas 

program @ HSBC 
Please bring a snack to share at the 

fellowship following the program and 
nonperishable food donations. 

 
The Sonshine Group is an inter-

denominational group of those 50  
or older. They meet the first 

Thursday of each month at various 
participating churches.  

Jim & Pam Barnett are HSBC’s 
representatives. 



 In November, thirteen of our 
youth students went on a weekend 
trip to Kansas City to the Lift Tour. 
During that weekend our youth 
focused on the biblical truths that 
can be found through the story of 
Joseph in Genesis. Our students 
discovered God’s faithfulness no 
matter what situations we find 
ourselves in. Students learned that 
when it comes to dealing with the 
pressures of life, we must be willing 
to submit to a process that ultimately 
reveals God’s powerful promise: that 
God will never forsake us. Students 
took an in-depth look at the story of 
Joseph and 4 key truths: 
 

 There is purpose in life’s pits. The 
pit stops we take in life are there to 
teach us patience, rid us of our pride, 
and prepare us for God’s  
greater purpose. 
 

 The pressures of temptation are 
to be rejected immediately, 
persistently, and their cost regarded 
holistically. We are to avoid situations 
of temptation, but even once face to 
face with them we are to make the 
conscious decision to flee away from 
them and toward God.  
 

 Sometimes we might find 
ourselves found in a place of 
oppression and frustration, much like 
a prison. Prison is a place of 
obscurity, but God is always able and 
willing to bring you out for His glory. 
All we must do is see our prison 
chains as an opportunity to be 
obedient to God’s will and timing.  
 

The purpose of the Church is to glorify God by fulfilling the Great CommandmentThe purpose of the Church is to glorify God by fulfilling the Great Commandment  

((36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart  

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:36Matthew 22:36--4040) )   

and the Great Commissionand the Great Commission    

((18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18Matthew 28:18--20).20).  

Would you like to save your pop can tabs 
for the Ronald McDonald House? 
There’s a collection bin in the foyer. 

Contact: Mary McIntosh  

Kelsie Daniels 
Interim Youth Minister 

 And finally, God’s will always wins 
in the end. Despite the worst things 
life throws our way, we may be 
pressed on every side just like 
Joseph, but never crushed. For our 
savior, Jesus Christ, was crushed so 
that we would never have to be and 
it is through him we will always have 
the loving gift of being promoted to 
the palace with our Heavenly Father. 
 

 2 Corinthians 4:8-9  “We are hard 
pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not 
abandoned; struck down, but not 
destroyed.” 
 

 Isaiah 53:5 “But He was pierced 
for our transgressions, He was 
crushed for our iniquities; the 
punishment that brought us peace 
was on Him, and by His wounds we 
are healed.” 
 

 Thank you so much for your 
prayers and donations to allow our 
youth to experience this life  
changing event! 

 Thank you to everyone who 

participated in Operation Christmas 

Child this year! As a church, we gave 

221shoebox gifts. Because of your 

gifts, 221 precious children will 

receive a shoebox gift and learn 

about Jesus Christ! Please be praying 

that each of those 221 children will 

experience God’s overwhelming love 

and that they will understand that 

Jesus Christ wants to be their Savior 

and Lord. Thank you to everyone 

who packed shoeboxes, gave 

individual items, gave monetary gifts, 

participated in the packing party,  

and prayed. Thank you for your 

kindness and your generosity. 

Tanya Tatro 
Operation Christmas Child Coordinator 



Christmas Caroling! 
 

David invites you to join him sing 

Christmas carols  

at the food pantry. 

When? Saturday, December 16,  

11am-1pm 

 

Arrive by 10:40 – we’ll be singing 

familiar Christmas carols, 

interspersed with some solos.  

  

Have questions?  Ask David Cook, and 

he can give you more information. 

 

Join us Wednesday night, December 6,  

for Dinner at 5:45 p.m. This week, we 

will have guest speakers,  

IMB missionaries Zach & Amy Vicars, 

at 6:30 p.m.  

The Vicars attended HSBC when they 

were in college, about 5 years ago.   

 For 172 years, Southern Baptist 
churches have sent missionaries to 
the unreached across the globe. Our 
collective work has built a 
foundational identity that has 
shaped IMB. This Christmas season, 
we continue that legacy by 
participating in the Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering. Together we 
financially support more than 4,000 
Southern Baptist missionaries that 
share the gospel all over the world. 
This year, our church has set a goal 
of $2,500. Our collective giving 
enables missionaries to be sent to 
make disciples and multiply churches 
among unreached peoples and 
places for the glory of God.  
 
 Prayerfully consider how you can 
participate this year. Bring your 
offering this Sunday, or give online 
anytime at www.hamiltonstreet.org. 

Bible Study / Worship 
Sunday  December 10  1:30 pm 

Contact: Doug Athon or the pastor 

Adair County  
Detention Center 

 The Lottie Moon Christmas Post 
Office is open to receive your 
Christmas cards to your church 
family. 
 
 Here’s how it works.  Bring  your 
Christmas cards for our church 
family and put them in the mailbox.  
Then everyone checks the box each 
Sunday and collects their mail.  
Whatever postage you would have 
spent to mail the cards via the 
United State Post Office, please 
donate that amount to the Lottie 
Moon Christmas Offering for 
International Missions. 
 
 Lottie Moon offering envelopes 
are in the pews and by the mailbox.   
 The last Sunday to “send” mail is 
Sunday, December 24. 
 
 Please remember to stop by and 
check for your family’s cards.   
 
 Merry Christmas from Lottie 
Moon!  

     LMCO  

Christmas  

Post Office 



DECEMBER  CAL ENDAR  

December 1 9:00 a.m. Pastor Steven on Area Scene 

   KIRX 14.50AM, 99.7FM  

 6:30 p.m. Women’s Fellowship, 19856 Four Hill Way 

December 2 8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, Rosie’s Northtown Cafe 

 9:00 a.m. Great Christmas Give Away 

 6:00 p.m. Choir Dress Rehearsal and Fellowship 

December 3 8:30 & 11 a.m. Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

 8:30 a.m. Cantata 

 2:30 p.m. Twin Pines 

 6:00 p.m. Hanging of the Greens 

December 4 5:00 p.m. Sweet Hour of Prayer 

December 5 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 

December 6 5:45 p.m. Dinner 

 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Programming –  

   Special Guests IMB Missionaries  

   Zach & Amy Vicars  

December 7 6:30 p.m. The Sonshine Group, HSBC 

December 10 1:30 p.m. Adair County Detention Center 

 6:00 p.m. Church-Wide Christmas Party 

December 11 5:00 p.m. Sweet Hour of Prayer 

December 12 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 

December 13 6:00 p.m. Prayer 

 6:30 p.m. Bible Study 

December 14  Newsletter Items Due 

December 16 11:00 a.m. Mobile Food Pantry Distribution 

December 17 6:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Program 

December 18 5:00 p.m. Sweet Hour of Prayer 

December 19 2:30 p.m. Twin Pines 

December 20 6:00 p.m. Prayer 

 6:30 p.m. Bible Study 

December 22  Office Closed 

December 24 8:30 a.m. Traditional Service 

 9:45 a.m. Sunday Morning Small Groups 

 11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service 

  Celebration of Baptism 

 2:00 p.m. Highland Crest 

 5:00 p.m. Contemporary Candlelight Service 

 6:30 p.m. Traditional Candlelight Service 

December 25  Merry Christmas!  

   Enjoy your friends and family  

  as you celebrate the birth of the Savior. 

December 26 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 

December 29  Office Closed 

December 31 2:30 p.m. Kirksville Manor Care 

  Evening Services Are Dismissed 

Did you know... 
 

 You can now give your offering 
securely online?  Just go to the 
church website,  click  “Give” and 
follow the instructions.   

 

 You do not have to set up a user 
account; you may make a one-
time gift? 

 

 You can text your offering to  
606-268-1957? Just enter the  
number and the dollar amount 
you wish to give.  

 

 You can designate your online or 
text gift to either the general 
fund or to the building fund, or 
you can split the transaction and 
give to both? 

 

 You can also give to our special 
offerings for The Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering for 
International Missions, The 
Annie Armstrong Easter  
Offering for North American 
Missions, or the Rheubin L. 
South Missouri Missions Offering 
online or by text?  

 

 You can set up your account for 
auto donations, so you’ll never 
forget to tithe?   Options are 
available for weekly, twice per 
month, every other Sunday, and 
monthly.   

 

 You can view your personal 
giving history from your online 
secure account? 

 

If you have any questions, please 
contact any member of the  Finance 
Committee: Jonathan Walker, Chair; 
Linda Brummit, Jonathan Cleaver, 
Joni Crouse, and Kay Shelby. 



Summary of Church Summary of Church 

Council Agenda ItemsCouncil Agenda Items  

Church Council met recently and 
discussed the following: 

Security Concerns:  The small group 
leaders are excited to get centrally 
located check-ins.  A general church 
safety policy, including building and 
group safety, were discussed at the 
Security Task Force meeting.  Also 
discussed was having designated 
people to check the entire building at 
the end of each service or activity that 
the church is open.  Safety concerns 
during the day when there is only one 
person in the building were discussed. 

Treasurer Job Description:  The 
Personnel Committee has worked with 
Kay to get a document ready to 
review.  Having a streamlined check 
paying system with only one system to 
pay bills was discussed. 

Hanging of the Greens:  December 3. 

Nominating Committee:  The following 
will be recommended at the next 
business meeting to be approved for 
2018. Phyllis Hamilton, Andrew Keene, 
Doug Marshall, and Jennifer Walker, 
John Kues. 

Fall Festival Evaluation:  Lots of 
positive remarks.  Very good 
attendance.  Decorations were great. 

Winter Bible Study---There will be 
none 

Wednesday Night Programming Dates
---January 17-April 18. 

There will be no Church Council or 
Business Meeting in December. 

Adair County 
Mobile Food 
Distribution 

December 16 

11:00 am - ??? 
There are no income guidelines.  

Recipients need to bring a photo ID, 
Social Security cards for each family 
member in the household, proof of 

Adair County residency & a container 
to take home the food.  

 

In January  
the mobile food pantry dates will 

resume their schedule of the 
fourth Saturday of the month.  

 The Wednesday evening meals 
are always a wonderful opportunity 
to be knit together in love and 
fellowship as the body of 
Christ.  Please join me in showing 
gratitude to those who have made 
this time possible for the Fall of 2017!   
 Our wonderful servants in the 
Lord this semester were:  Tim King, 
the Truth Seekers small group, the His 
Way small group, the Lost and Found 
small group, David Linville, Neal Elliot, 
Kylie Stitzer, Payton Stitzer, and 
Gracie Stitzer. A big shout out to the 
faithful dessert ladies too!  Your help 
is instrumental in keeping this 
ministry afloat! 
 We are so thankful to each one of 
you! May the Lord richly bless you for 
using your time and talents to 
promote the nurturing and growth of 
God's people.   
 If you, your family, or your small 
group would like to be in the meal 
ministry rotation next semester, we 
would love the additional help!  We 
are seeking to spread the work load 
out as much as possible in order to 
prevent any one person or group 
from being too heavily 
burdened.  Anyone interested in 
finding out more about this amazing 
service experience can contact Dawn 
Stitzer or call the church office. 

Sunday.  
 December 10. 6 pm 
 

֍ Every Sunday Morning Small 
Group is encouraged to bring at least one skit, song, poem, etc.   

֍ Possibilities are as endless as your imaginations  
֍ May be humorous or serious, contemplative or reverent.  
֍ The whole group may participate, a small group, or individuals.   
֍ Individuals, couples, and families who do not attend a small group, are 

also encouraged to participate.  
֍ Come & bring some Christmas goodies (finger sandwiches, appetizers, 

cookies, candy, etc.) to share.  



 

Please  

pick up 
your  

from the 
kitchen 

There’s a container 
in the foyer  

for your donations.  

Contributions are donated to the  
Christian Community Food Depot. 

Community happens in circles,  
not rows.  There’s a small group  
for everyone, regardless of age.   

Join a small group today. 

Contact: Pam Barnett, Sunday 
Morning Small Groups Director 
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Hamilton Street Baptist Church 
802 W. Hamilton Street 
Kirksville, MO  63501 
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Steven Nelson - Pastor  
Jim Barnett - 8:30 am Music Minister  
Kevin Martin - Interim 11:00 am  
 Music Minister 
Kelsie Daniels - Interim Youth Minister 
Kay Shelby - Administrative Secretary 

SERVICE TIMES 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 9:45 a.m. Small Groups 
 11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  
 6:00 p.m. Worship 
Wednesday (January 3 & January 10) 
 6:00 p.m.  Prayer 
 6:30 p.m. Bible Study  
Wednesday Night Programming (Begins January 17) 
 5:45 p.m. Dinner 
 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Programming 

January 1 New Year’s Day, Office Closed 
January 10 Church Council 
January 21 Deacons 
  Business Meeting 
January 27 Mobile Food Pantry Distribution 
 
February 14 Valentine’s Day 
  Church Council 
February 18 Deacons 
  Church Council 
February 24 Mobile Food Pantry Distribution 

Sunday  December 3  
8:30 AM Choir Cantata  

8:30 & 11:00 am Lord’s Supper Services 
6 PM Hanging of the Green 

Wednesday  December 6 6:30 PM   
IMB Missionaries Zach & Amy Vicars 

Thursday  December 7 6:30 PM  
Senior Songsters 

Sunday  December 10 6 PM  
Church wide Christmas Party 

Sunday  December 17 6 PM  
Children’s Christmas Program 

Sunday  December 24  
5 PM Candlelight Christmas Eve Service -  

More Contemporary  
6:30 PM Candlelight Christmas Eve Service -  

More Traditional  

Monday  December 25  
Merry Christmas!   

Enjoy your friends and family as you celebrate  
the birth of the Savior.   


