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“Check-in” every time  
you’re here! 

 On Wednesday nights, David Cook and I 
have been leading a study called “Life on Mission.” 
This study is helping people learn a simple way to 
share the gospel. We are basically sharing three-
step method of talking through some very im-
portant concepts to drive our conversations on 
faith. First, we look at God’s Design. As we look at 
Scripture we know that God’s original intention for 
his people are to live in a perfect creation and live in 
unbroken community with God and with others. As 

we look around we can see that it doesn’t seem like we are living in God’s De-
sign anymore but we are surrounded by Brokenness. Everyone is broken be-
cause of the disobedience of Adam and Eve but also because of our own bad 
choices as well. But thankfully, we have the Gospel, the message of Jesus who 
lived a life of perfect obedience to the Father and who paid the punishment for 
our own disobedience. Our acceptance of the Gospel will put us back on the 
path to being restored according to God’s Design. 

 What I want to look at here is how we can be doing this in community. Here 
are some practical ways we can be connecting with others in order to share the 
gospel. The writers of the material (Dustin Willis and Aaron Coe) share four “I”s 
for us to engage in: 

 The first is to Identify. We need to simply identify the people around us who 
need Jesus and then take the time and apply the energy to really know them well. 

 The second step is to Invest. We need to invest our lives in the people God 
leads us to. We can look at Paul as an example as he told the people of Thessa-
lonica “We cared so much for you that we were pleased to share with you not 
only the gospel of God but also our own lives, because you had become dear to 
us (1 Thess. 2:8). 

 The third step is to Invite. Part of participating in God’s mission is inviting 
broken people to embrace the redemption available through the gospel. People 
need to see God’s grace lived out among a group of people. They need to see 
other believers repenting, confessing, rejoicing in God’s grace and forgiving oth-
ers. We aren’t meant to display God’s goodness alone, but through a communi-
ty of people who are unified in Jesus. 

 The final step is Increase. We are involved on a mission that God has given 
his people, to be a blessing to all the people of the earth and we do this through 
making disciples. As Jesus left his disciples with the commission to “make disci-
ples”, we continue that mission today. We are called to live life on mission, mak-
ing disciples wherever we go. This is God’s plan to reconcile the world to him-
self, by his people making disciples. Even if you were in the Wednesday night 
study or not, you can all try to apply the four “I”s to your life.  

Bill 



Vital SignsVital Signs  
Year to Date (04/26/2017): 
Budgeted Offering: $105,214.25 
Received Offering: $111,682.99 
Budget Expenses: $82,849.53 
 
Bldg Fund Offering YTD: $3,273.00 
 
YTD Average Attendance:  
8:30 a.m. Worship: 80 
11:00 a.m. Worship: 125 
Worship Total: 1207 
Sunday Morning Small Groups:  117 

Twin Pines 

Tuesdays @ 9:30 am 

Kirksville Manor Care 

Sunday, May 14 @ 2:30 pm 

The  
Sonshine 

Group 

Thursday, May 4. 6:30 pm 

Church of God Holiness 
Dr. John Sparks will speak on 

“Trapping Varmits” 
The Sonshine Group is an inter-

denominational group of those 50 or 
older. They meet the first Thursday 

of each month at various participating 
churches.  

Jim & Pam Barnett are HSBC’s 
representatives. 

Jim Barnett, 8:30 am Music Minister 
musicjim@sbcglobal.net 

 As I write this newsletter 
article, we as a church, are 
preparing for a possible 
transition to a new senior pastor.  
This new shepherd will bring 
many new ideas, a different 
preaching style, a different 
leadership style and many other 
things.  As each one of us as a 
church body and our new 
shepherd adjust to one another, 
one thing remains constant.  We 
still serve and worship the same 
God. 
 
 I wrote last October about how 
the style of worship has changed 
over time and how the technological 
changes have brought new styles of 
music and new ways of getting the 
message out to the world.  But I 
emphasized that the message itself 
had not changed nor had the need 
to worship God both as individuals 
and as a church body.  Though 
technology has expanded our reach 
to the world, worship has always 
included the human element and 
that element has different styles to 
reach the different personalities and 
needs among us. 
 
 So, as we look to blend ourselves 
with a new shepherd to reach the 
community with Christ’s good news, 

remember Jesus has already laid the 
foundation and he uses each person 
as an additional tool to build on that 
foundation.  
 
 See you in worship!             

There’s a container 
in the foyer  

for your donations.  

Contributions are donated to the  
Christian Community Food Depot. 

ITEM OF THE MONTH:  

A container for donations is in the foyer. 



Did you know... 
 
 You can now give your offering 

securely online?  Just go to the 
church website,  click  “Give” and 
follow the instructions.   

 
 You do not have to set up a user 

account; you may make a one-
time gift? 

 
 You can text your offering to  

606-268-1957? Just enter the  
number and the dollar amount 
you wish to give.  

 
 You can designate your online or 

text gift to either the general 
fund or to the building fund, or 
you can split the transaction and 
give to both? 

 
 You can also give to our special 

offerings for North American 
Missions and International 
Missions online or by text?  

 
 You can set up your account for 

auto donations, so you’ll never 
forget to tithe?   Options are 
available for weekly, twice per 
month, every other Sunday, and 
monthly.   

 
 You can view your personal 

giving history from your online 
secure account? 

 
If you have any questions, please 
contact any member of the  Finance 
Committee: Jonathan Walker, Chair; 
Linda Brummit, Jonathan Cleaver, 
Joni Crouse, and Kay Shelby. 

The Mission of HSBC 

HHonor God’s Truthonor God’s Truth  

SShare the Gospelhare the Gospel  

BBuild Believersuild Believers  

CCare for Othersare for Others 

Community happens in circles,  
not rows.  There’s a small group  
for everyone, regardless of age.   

Join a small group today. 

Contact: Pam Barnett, Sunday 
Morning Small Groups Director,  

 

If you would like to donate aluminum 
cans to the Youth, place them in 

Doug Athon’s pickup bed on Sunday 
mornings, usually parked near the  

bus garage. 

Graduate 
Recognition 

 Sunday, May 7, we will be 
recognizing all those graduating from 
8th grade, high school, trade or 
technical school, undergraduate- and 
graduate level-college & university. 

 In order for us to prepare, we 
would like to know the names of all of 
our graduates.  Please contact Tony 
Keene or the church office with 
graduates’ names and information. 

Graduate 

 Recognition 

8th Grade: 

 Kavin Tingley 

Senior High: 

 Colby Bratton 

 Austin Daniels 

 Alyson Keene 

 Jordan King 

 Scott Krause 

 Alex Logan 

 Drew Smiser 

Undergraduate: 

 Linh Giang 

 Stephanie Gruetze 

 Maddie Jennings 

 Corey Potter 



MAY  CALENDAR  
May 1 5:00 p.m. Prayer 
May 2 9:30 p.m. Twin Pines 
May 3 6:00 p.m. Prayer 
 6:30 p.m.  Adult Bible Study 
May 4  National Day of Prayer 
May 5 - 7  Pastor Candidate Visit 
May 6 8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast, Rosie’s Northtown Cafe 
 5:30 p.m. Carry-in Dinner for Pastor Candidate and Family, Followed 
   by Question & Answer Session 
May 7   Pastor Candidate Preaching in Both 8:30 & 11:00 Worship,  
   Vote Following each Service 
 11:00 a.m. Graduate Recognition  
  Evening Services Dismissed 
May 8 5:00 p.m. Prayer 
May 9 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 
May 10 6:00 p.m. Prayer 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
 7:30 p.m. Church Council 
May 13 11:00 a.m. Mobile Food Pantry Distribution 
May 14  Mother’s Day 
 11:00 a.m. Parent / Baby Dedication 
 2:30 p.m. Manor Care 
May 15  Book of Reports Submissions Due 
 5:00 p.m. Prayer 
May 16 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 
May 17 6:00 p.m. Prayer 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
May 18  Newsletter Items Due 
May 21  4:30 p.m. Deacons 
 6:00 p.m. Business Meeting 
May 22 5:00 p.m. Prayer 
May 23 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 
May 24 6:00 p.m. Prayer 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Bible Study 
May 28 11:00 a.m. Sunday Morning Small Group Promotion  
  Evening Services Dismissed 
May 29  Memorial Day, Office Closed 
May 30 9:30 a.m.  Twin Pines 
May 30 - June 3  Youth Camp, Grand Oaks, Chillicothe 
May 31 6:00 p.m. Prayer 
 6:30 p.m.  Adult Bible Study 

College Student Small Group Leader  
Stacy Tucker-Potter,  

tucker_potter@yahoo.com 
find her on Facebook or stop by her  
office in McClain Hall 205 on the  

Truman campus. 

 We offer Associate Member-
ship to college students who wish 
to be a part of our body without 
giving up their membership in 
their churches back home. If you 
are interested,  contact Bill at 
bvictor@mobaptist.org. 

 

Saturday, May 6 
8:00 a.m. 

Rosie’s Northtown Cafe 
Contact Dana Brown 



The purpose of the Church is to glorify God by fulfilling the Great CommandmentThe purpose of the Church is to glorify God by fulfilling the Great Commandment  

((36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart  

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:36Matthew 22:36--4040) )   

and the Great Commissionand the Great Commission    

((18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18Matthew 28:18--20).20).  

Kavin’s Heart 

 We will be going to Kansas City, 
MO, Ronald McDonald House 
Saturday,  May 20, to fix brunch for 
30 – 40 families. A sign-up sheet is in 
the foyer for donations of bacon, 
sausage, eggs, tube biscuits, and 
orange juice.  
 Instead of snack bags, we are 
going to take paper goods.  
Examples of items needed are paper 
towels, toilet paper, paper plates, 
tissue, baby wipes.  These are 
always a need at the houses in 
Kansas City. If you or your class 
would like to donate a cheap 
everyday coffee maker, it would be 
awesome.   
 We need 10 volunteers to go and 
help cook. We will have to be there 
no later than 9 am. 
 We normally drive separately, 
but if needed, we could all ride 
together.  Please let us know if this 
is a need. We will be able to take 10 
on the bus, or you may provide your 
own transportation. 
 Thank you for everything in 
advance.   

Tammy Porter,   
Missions Committee Chair.   

 
Kavin’s Heart @Ronald McDonald 

House in Kansas City, MO. 
2502 Cherry St., Kansas City, MO 64108 

Heart beat Image created by Starline - Freepik.com 
<a href="http://www.freepik.com/free-photos-vectors/

heart">Heart vector created by Starline - Freepik.com</a> 

VBS Workers Meeting 
Saturday, June 17 
10:00 - 11:30 AM 

Multi-Purpose Room 
 

All VBS workers should come  
to this meeting to prepare  

for our Galactic Starveyors VBS!   
If you are unable to attend the meeting, 
please contact Tanya Tatro, VBS Director 

( 

VBS Dates: July 23-27, 2017 

Would you like to save your pop can tabs 
for the Ronald McDonald House? 
There’s a collection bin in the foyer. 

Contact: Mary McIntosh 



PARENT / BABY DEDICATION 

Our Parent / Baby Dedication will be held on 
Mother’s Day,  

May 14th in the 11 a.m. service. 
  If you would like to participate, please contact 

the church office. 

Pastor Candidate Bio: 
Steven M. Nelson, II 
Salvation experience – Age 12 
Licensed to Ministry – Nov. ‘99 
Ordained to Ministry – Jan. ‘03 
 
Education: 
Bachelor’s Degree in Biblical Studies from Midwestern Baptist 
College - Graduated May 2010 
 
Master of Arts in Christian Education at Midwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary - Graduated May 2014 
 
Master of Arts in Theological Studies at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary - Graduated May 2014 
 
Scholastic Award Winner, Presented at Graduation May 2014 by Midwestern Professors and Society of Professors in 
Christian Education 
 
Ministry Experience: 
*Associate Pastor – 6 years  *Senior Pastor – 7 years 
 
Personal Statement: 
I always strive for a Christ-centered ministry and use 1 Corinthians 2:2 as a driving verse for my ministry: “For I determined 
to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and Him crucified.” As a pastor, one of my main goals is to equip those 
around me to share Christ with everyone that they come into contact with. God has also given me a passion for evangelism 
and missions with a strong aptitude for the administrative aspects of ministry. 
 
Family Information: 
Wife – Dana (We will celebrate our 15th wedding anniversary in May) 
Two daughters – Lydia (Age 13) and Lauryn (Age 11) 
 
Fun Fact: 
Five week Archeological Digs (Tel Gezer) & Touring, Israel Summer 2007 & 2011 
 

~Please do not share this information outside of the church family to maintain confidentiality for the candidate and to 
protect his current ministry. 



Pastoral Candidate - Weekend Itinerary 
 
Friday May 5th: 
6:00pm – Meet with Pastor Search Committee and families for 

dinner at Tatro’s 
 

Saturday May 6th (at church): 
12:30pm – Meet with Personnel Committee 
1:30pm – Meet with Church Staff 
2:30pm – Break 
3:00pm – Meet with Church Council 
4:00pm – Meet with Deacons 
5:00pm – Break 
5:30pm – Carry-in meal for entire church (church to cater in meat, members asked to bring sides and desserts to serve 10.) 
6:30pm – Steven to give testimony followed by Q & A with Steven and Dana 

 
Sunday May 7th: 
8:30am – Preach Traditional Service 
 Vote at end of service (ballots to be collected and placed in safe) 
 
11:00am – Preach Contemporary Service 
 Vote at end of service (all ballots collected and counted by 3-person team) 
 Tally votes from both services and communicate results to candidate 
 Church-wide email will be sent to notify members of affirmative or negative results and a post will be made to the 

church website as well. 
 
Sunday evening services are dismissed. 

Steven & Dana Nelson, Lydia and Lauryn 



Summary of Church Summary of Church 

Council Agenda ItemsCouncil Agenda Items  

 
Storage & Organization – Storage 
items continue to be identified as 
belonging to various ministries.  This 
will continue until all items are 
accounted for. 
 
Calendar – A Youth Girls Event has 
been calendared for Saturday 
evening, April 22, from 6 - 9 pm. 
Kelsie Daniels is leading the event for 
girls and their moms.  
 May 7 is Graduation Recognition 

which Tony is handling. He will get 
the gifts and present  
to the grads.  

 May 14, Mother’s Day, is also 
Parent Baby Dedication day. 

 It was agreed to cancel evening 
services Sunday, May 28, 
Memorial Day weekend. 

 Tanya will set a June date for a 
VBS meeting. 

 Thursday, August 3, the Sonshine 
Group will be meeting here with 
Senior Songsters as the program, 
with refreshments following. 

 
Pastor Search Committee – Tony 
announced the candidate and his 
family will be coming the weekend of 
May 5, 6, and 7 in view of a call.  He 
said the committee is excited and 
confident in their choice of Steve 
Nelson for our next pastor and are 
eager to introduce him and his family 
to the church.   
 
 An itinerary has not been 
completed, but the rough schedule is 
for the Pastor Search Committee and 
their families to have dinner with 
Steve, his wife, and their two 
daughters on Friday evening.   
 
 Saturday afternoon, they will 
meet with the Deacons, Personnel 
Committee, Staff, and Church 
Council. This will conclude with a 
carry-in dinner for the whole church.  
A question and answer time will be 
held after dinner.  
 
 Sunday morning the candidate 
will preach in both morning services, 
with each service followed by a 
special business meeting to vote to 
call him as our next pastor.  The 

Please  

pick up 
your  

from the 
kitchen 

Pastor Search Committee will be 
making this motion at the April 
business meeting, and will be 
announcing the special called 
business meeting in the services 
following. Votes will be counted by a 
Deacon, Personnel Committee 
Member, or Counting Committee 
Member; the Pastor Search 
Committee will not be participating 
in counting votes. 
 
 Questions were asked about the 
voting results.  According to our 
constitution, the candidate must 
have at least 75%.  Would a call be 
issued if the vote was 75% + one 
vote?   What is the candidate’s 
criteria for accepting a call?  Tony did 
not know the answer to those 
questions, but will contact the 
candidate for his response.  
{Subsequent to the meeting, Tony did 
email the candidate about his 
threshold for accepting the call.  The 
candidate replied that 80% would be 
the lowest he would consider, but he 
would prefer >90%.} 
 
 Another question which has not 
been worked out yet is how to tell 
the congregation the result of the 
vote. The 11 am service attenders 
could wait until after the votes are 
counted, the call extended, and the 
offer accepted. It was acknowledged 
this is not fair to the 8:30 am service 
attenders. The Pastor Search 
Committee will continue to discuss 
the best method for the 
announcement of the results.   

Church Council met recently and 
discussed the following. 
 
Security Concerns – The committee 
has not yet met.   
 
Mailbox – Nothing to report.   
 
Easter Egg Hunt Follow up – Steve 
Thornhill and David Cook played 
music prior to the beginning of the 
event.  Pictures were taken, but the 
cartridge became corrupted, and no 
photos could be retrieved. 
Attendance was a bit lower, but it 
was also noted there were other 
Easter Egg Hunts that day. Follow-up 
letters were sent to families who 
indicated they did not have a church 
home.  Several members wore the 
new t-shirts, and it was nice to be 
able to quickly identify who to ask 
questions. Overall the event was 
good.  The consensus was it should 
be repeated next year. 
 
Easter Sunrise service – Discussion 
continued about the logistics of the 
sunrise service.   
 
Licensing Greg Xander – The 
Licensing Service will be held Sunday, 
April 30, at the 6 p.m. service. Greg 
has been asked to give his testimony 
and a message.  Bill will work with 
the Deacons to include them in the 
service.  A certificate will be 
presented to Greg that evening.  
 
Mother’s Day Gifts – Tammy will pick 
up and prepare the flowers for the 
giveaway.  



The chairman of the NDOP  board, 
Dr. Dave Butts shares a few 
thoughts on ...Prayers for America 
 
1. Protection 
“Therefore let everyone who is 
godly pray to you while you may 
be found; surely when the mighty 
waters rise, they will not reach 
him. You are my hiding place; you 
will protect me from trouble and 
surround me with songs of 
deliverance” (Ps. 32:6-7). 
 Pray for the Lord’s protection 
throughout the new 
administration’s term of office. 
Physical and spiritual protection is 
needed for President Trump and 
Vice President Pence and their 
families as well as for all of the 
administration.  
Lord, be our Defender! 
2. Presence 
“I will put my dwelling place 
among you, and I will not abhor 
you. I will walk among you and be 
your God, and you will be my 
people” (Lev. 26:11-12). 
 Nothing is more important 
than the Presence of the Lord 
Himself in the halls of 
government. Far too many in our 
nation would isolate our faith to a 
private personal one or to a house 
of worship. The Presence of God 
changes lives and meets the 
deepest needs—not just those of 
individuals, but also the needs of 
our nation and its culture. 
Welcoming the Presence of the 
Lord into government can open 
the door for a longing for His 
Presence in all of society. 
 Make Your Presence known Lord! 

3. Peace 
“I will grant peace in the land, and 
you will lie down and not one will 
make you afraid. I will remove 
savage beasts from the land, and 
the sword will not pass through 
your country” (Lev. 26:6). 
 In the midst of a badly divided 
nation from top to bottom, we 
desperately need God’s peace. 
Pray for the Lord’s peace to come 
into the Congress of the United 
States and into the Supreme Court 
of the land. May this new 
administration, that during the 
campaign often stirred up 
controversies, become known as 
an administration that unites and 
brings peace. Pray also that God’s 
peace would touch the church in 
this nation that found itself badly 
divided over this election. 
 We long for Your peace to 
come to our nation, Lord! 
4. Provision 
“He provides food for those who 
fear him; he remembers his 
covenant forever. He has shown 
his people the power of his works, 
giving them the lands of other 
nations” (Ps.111:5-6). 
 We need to humbly come 
before the Lord and confess our 
need for His great provision to be 
poured out upon our nation. We 
need wisdom from above. We 
need the provision that meets 
healthcare needs in just ways. We 
need the provision of a robust 
economy that allows us to provide 
good jobs to those who are able to 
work. We especially need to be a 
nation that realizes that what we 

have comes from the Lord’s hand. 
Thank You for being our Provider, 
O Lord! 
5. Proficiency 
“Now obey my voice; I will give you 
advice, and God be with you! You 
shall represent the people before 
God and bring their cases to God, 
and you shall warn them about the 
statutes and the laws, and make 
them know the way in which they 
must walk and what they must do. 
 Moreover, look for able men 
from all the people, men who fear 
God, who are trustworthy and 
hate a bribe, and place such men 
over the people as chiefs of 
thousands, of hundreds, of fifties, 
and of tens.   And let them judge 
the people at all times. Every great 
matter they shall bring to you, but 
any small matter they shall decide 
themselves. So it will be easier for 
you, and they will bear the burden 
with you. If you do this, God will 
direct you, you will be able to 
endure, and all this people also will 
go to their place in peace”  
(Ex. 18:19-23).  
 We need a government that is 
proficient in all its ways. The 
people of our nation too often 
look to government as an example 
of that which doesn’t work well. 
Inept and inefficient is often our 
basic view of the government. We 
need the new administration to 
begin to function well. We need 
this administration regularly to ask 
for the Lord’s help to make it 
proficient in government. That 
includes understanding what is 
and what is not the proper role of 
government. 
 Lord God, would You empower 
our government to properly use its 
power for efficient and just 
government! 

http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/

praying_for_america_drdavebutts 



Hi everyone, hope you are all well! 
Fyi – update for the BSU 
  
Some of what our community has 
been up to: 
The Truths Between Us.  A panel we 
created and found CRU (Campus Cru-
sade for Christ) and Momentum 
(Methodist ministry) and the Truman 
“Interfaith Office” wanting to join us 
in hosting.  It was an evening of repre-
senting Christ among other belief sys-
tems such as atheism, Mormonism, 
polytheism, Judaism, and Islam.  So 
proud of our students and CRU and 
Momentum students in representing, 
sharing, listening and loving so many 
there who were not followers of 
Christ.  We had approx. 80 students 
attend and have had a lot of positive 
feedback, and most of all, the chance 
to continue conversations with some 
we know and “are for” even if they 
are not for God yet, and some new 
students we had never met.  The hard 
part of the evening was actually at the 
beginning when the student panelists 
representing these various belief sys-
tems introduced themselves because 
5 of the 8 them shared that they used 
to be Christian but now are not.  The 
Christian students felt disheartened 
from this, but it gave us, the mission-
aries with our students, the oppor-
tunity to realize God is still advancing 
and them being there was even proof 
of His unfailing love and desire that 
they experience a real relationship 
with Him.  So, it actually has become a 
catalyst for us and CRU to realize how 
much we need to care enough to 
move for HIM and to actually stop 
giving less to the world than God gave 
us.  It has been a rallying cry and 
though it seems hard to hear that 
many share that, it only reminds us 
that we have to understand if we are 
not experiencing resistance – we are 
not headed the right direction, but 

rather going along with the flow.  So 
we actually are not slowing down or 
coasting with the last month of the 
semester here…but we are speeding 
up and we are taking new ground. 
  
Taking new ground. This has been 
exciting to see new students that 
keep coming and connecting and not 
just connecting but getting involved 
and diving in.  And it is so late in the 
year, that it is almost like “What are 
you doing God?”  But then we realize 
God was never about standing still but 
is always advancing.   It has been ex-
citing to see students serving others 
and being there for each other, and 
investing in others – making disci-
ples.  There have been so many good 
conversations that I get to be a part of 
whether with several atheists, a Jew, 
a Mormon, more atheists, and then 
the many conversations with Chris-
tians needing encouragement, or 
guidance, or help with feeling down, 
or someone to cheer for them as they 
keep running the race.  And that 
doesn’t even touch the huge amount 
of conversations that our students are 
having all the time as they invest in 
others and love others so beautifully 
and with such servant hearts.  I love 
it!!! 
  
 If I can share a small slice of a few 
conversations:  one girl who we have 
known because of our spring break 
trip, we got to have over to have in 
our home and love, and in minutes we 
were talking about faith for the next 
20 minutes and getting to hear stories 
of her culture and getting to share the 
good news of how good Jesus is that 
he came to carry all our karmic debt 
and be the ultimate avatar for us 
all.  And it was thrilling to watch her 
listen and listen, and share, and lis-
ten.  And we learned a lot and we 
hope helped plant a seed in her that 
God does love her and she matters so 
much to Him.   
 Another conversation was with 
two Chinese guys who went on our 
spring break trip, and hearing how 
much they want to do more for those 
we were serving on the trip (the 
homeless, low income families and 

children we worked with thru the 
week).  Getting to have a conversation 
about hope and love while shooting 
baskets with a guy from China while 
on our spring break trip.  A conversa-
tion with a girl here who is atheist 
right now, and we have been in-
vesting in since this fall, who shared 
something horrible that happened a 
year ago (this will connect later here 
in this update)  and shared how she 
wished she had known us a year ago 
when this happened.  One Chinese 
student, after our spring break trip 
emailed me and shared this after we 
got back a day later on his own:  I re-
ally enjoy this trip trust me. And I have 
a new understanding to the god. For-
give me that I didn't speak out in 
these days evening meetings,  actually 
I got a lot of things to say but I just 
felt shy and I was afraid, I like you to 
be our leader, I don't even wanna 
back to campus in fact. I hope that I 
can join your trip next time! And I will 
bring my friends to your team because 
I tell them how good I feel in this 
meaningful trip and they tell me that 
they want to join next time! 
  
 There is so much we have been 
able to do and be a part of in HIM, 
and it is all because of the huge sup-
port and prayers and love you all have 
always given us so freely!!!  The 
Spring Break Trip to Nashville, TN, was 
only possible because of so many 
churches and alumni and friends who 
have given so much for us to be able 
to give so much of our lives we hope 
for others to know HIM.  Thank you 
everyone for investing in this commu-
nity and all those it is touching with 
HIM. 
 
Spring Break Trip. We served so 
many people – over 400 for a break-
fast at 4:30am in the morning; 100+ 
more homeless and low income fami-
lies, 2 churches in Nashville – an 
American church and a Korean 
church; missionaries to an apartment 
complex; 2 Christian nonprofit minis-
tries; the children of a ladies’ home-
less shelter… and the followers and 
the lost who went with us on our 
team on this trip  



  
 We took 12 to the statewide BSU 
conference (Discipleship Conference) 
in Springfield, MO, and got to see stu-
dents who were acquaintances be-
come friends and share real fun and 
real wounds together.  And to be in-
spired by seeing the churches and the 
college ministries be together in one 
place and praying for each other – so 
profound a moment for them all. 
  
 We just got to meet a German stu-
dent who is Catholic who has not 
been going to church but after talking 
at the BSU fundraising meal for our 
child of Compassion Int., he wants to 
come to our church’s  Easter Egg 
Hunt, and wants to come to church 
and doesn’t care that it is not Catho-
lic.  A girl from China we have been 
investing in with our whole communi-
ty who continues to feel she is under-
standing God more thru us, and ask-
ing things like, “Why did Jesus have to 
come back to life at Easter?”  So basic, 
and yet challenging to share it in a 
way that helps her hear that God sent 
his son because He did not want us to 
miss the big idea… or for it to get lost 
in translation… that God is love, and 
Jesus is His name, and He has come 
when no one else has or will to sacri-
fice everything because of the sin we 
have – to make a way for us to know 
Him.  
  
 Ya know, God cannot make 
enough languages for you or anyone 
to hear his love and want to know 
Him… if you just don’t want to know 
Him.  And it is hard to run into that; to 
realize there are forces warring 
against God’s intention for our lives 
and the lives of others when we move 
for HIM.  Voices others have let in-
form who they are or who God is that 
is not His voice.  But we know God is 
not an atheist – He believes in them 
already. 
  And for us, we understand then, 
that nobody has to believe in Jesus – 
for us to believe in them.  We will 
move to help them know that God 
already is for them and has been all 
their lives and will love them one sec-
ond past their last second because He 

is love and He doesn’t want anyone to 
perish.  We WILL keep going and we 
WILL keep trying and we WILL keep 
praying and we WILL keep taking 
ground for Him because HE LOVES 
THEM.  
  
 We want to smell like 
smoke.  Jude 21-22 says, “Be merciful 
to those who doubt; save others by 
snatching them from the fire.”  We 
want to have the aroma of smoke on 
us, and I am so humbled to see how 
much you all have continued to pray 
and believe in us and to see students 
growing and maturing in Him and 
wanting Him for others, not just for 
themselves. 
  
 So to end, we are going to go for a 
moment to a heavier place.  To say 
this in the safest way for all the stu-
dents of our entire campus, there is a 
darkness and level of great pain and 
wounding and shame around the vio-
lence and destruction we as humans 
do to each other in the horrible acts 
of sexual assault and abuse.   It has 
happened thru history, I know it hap-
pened when I was a student here 
years ago, and the human heart has 
not changed – and it is here to-
day.  And I think over and over one of 
the things that is being said between 
the lines of what we know of, is the 
thought “Does God really care about 
me?”  So, we are stepping into this 
darkness to bring light and raise the 
awareness and to share why it 
matters so much to God how we treat 
each other.   And that God is not ok 
with it.  So, we are taking ground.  Not 
moving ground.  Not stopping our de-
sire to work together with the other 
ministries or to slow down in working 
with our atheist friends to make plac-
es for conversations where we get to 
share hope with an audience that has 
their friends in it (this is going to hap-
pen later this month).  No, we are not 
moving ground, we are going to keep 
taking more ground – keeping the 
ground we have taken.  (We had a 
friend tell us that one day this past 
month that someone was shouting 
Bible verses from the fountain; and 
when this person came inside for  a 

break, the friend and him talked a 
moment and the guy said “Hey, what 
is the deal, people keep coming up to 
me asking where the brownies are?” – 
See, when our church here bakes 
homemade food for us and our stu-
dents make food, we take it to cam-
pus when we sit out and try to engage 
in conversations with others about 
faith with our surveys.  And that land, 
the fountain, that for years was 
known as the place where “the Chris-
tians yelled at you and belittled you” – 
we are taking that land back to re-
claim it as a place where He is and He 
is love – not the appearance of hate 
that so many have shared.)  So, we 
are keeping ground, and we are taking 
more ground, ground in this area of 
sexual assault and abuse here.  We 
won’t be afraid to go where people 
need to “go” because we are abso-
lutely convinced that God is good and 
He is real hope and real love and real 
life.    We may not be able to give the 
best answers to how God sees it, but 
were going to go and lean into what 
we can do in HIM that we could never 
do apart from HIM.  
  
 Please know how grateful we are 
for all your prayers.  And if we could 
ask you to pray more… because we 
covet them so much.  We know what 
we are about – not one more student 
here dying needlessly without hope – 
not dying “in every way”.  And we 
know Jesus is God and He is the savior 
of the world and He cares so 
much.  We believe He wants to do 
more here at Truman and we know as 
we step into this area of abuse and 
assault that there will be more oppo-
sition that comes from the enemy, 
not less.  But we love God more, and 
we love people more than the fears 
and struggles.  
 
We WILL live faithful lives. 
We WILL be a known for love 
We WILL be a voice of hope… In this 
wilderness… because He already did 
something… and it is “us”. 

Greg Xander 
Campus Missionary 

greg.trumanbsu@gmail.com  
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Hamilton Street Baptist Church 
802 W. Hamilton 
Kirksville, MO  63501 
665-4633 hsbc@sbcglobal.net 
http://www.hamiltonstreet.org/ 

Bill Victor - Interim Pastor 
Jim Barnett - 8:30 am Music Minister  
Kevin Martin - Interim 11:00 am  
 Music Minister 
Kay Shelby - Administrative Secretary 

SERVICE TIMES 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 9:45 a.m. Small Groups 
 11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  
 5:00 p.m. Choir 
 6:00 p.m. Worship 
Wednesday Night Summer Schedule: 
 6:00 p.m. Prayer 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Co-ed Study 

June 13-14 Southern Baptist Convention, Phoenix 
June 18 – 24 Mission Trip 
June 24  Mobile Food Pantry Distribution 
June 25  Highland Crest 
 
July 4  Independence Day, Office Closed 
July 10 – 14 Children’s Camp, Grand Oaks, Chillicothe 
July 23 – 27  Vacation Bible School 

Adair County Mobile 
Food Distribution 

May 13 - 11:00 am - ??? 
There are no income guidelines.  

Recipients need to bring a photo ID, Social Security cards 

for each family member in the household, proof of Adair 

County residency & a container to take home the food.  

 

Hamilton Street Baptist Church  


