
The Cooperative Program has been around longer than most 
Southern Baptists.  

 Most of us cannot remember what it was like before the Cooperative Program 
was birthed in 1925. Maybe you have heard horror stories about the way the 
different agencies and institutions competed for funds from the churches.  

 Sometimes the representative that was the ablest speaker, or the one who 
had the most passion for his/her agency or institution, was able to raise the most 
money. That was a good thing for that particular entity, but it also meant that that 
particular church left other worthy causes underfunded. 

 Something needed to be done to make sure that all agencies and institutions 
received a fair share from all the churches, thus the Cooperative Program was 
born. The Cooperative Program has been around for more than 90 years, but what 
would happen if the Cooperative Program suddenly ceased to exist? 

 Your State Baptist Convention would lose almost all of its income for 
operation because almost all of its financial resources are derived from the 
Cooperative Program. Therefore, the State Convention would cease to exist. 

 The Executive Committee of the Southern Baptist Convention would lose all of 
its funding, which means that they would not be able to give direction to all the 
work that Southern Baptists do as a result of Cooperative Program gifts from the 
churches. 

 Southern Baptist seminaries would have to seek financial resources from 
other sources if they continued to educate ministers. The cost of a theological 
education would rise sharply without the Cooperative Program. 

 The International Mission Board would lose nearly a third of its income. It 
would need to make up that money some way or it would not be able to fund 
more than two-thirds of its 4,700+ missionaries. That would be catastrophic to our 
world-wide mission ministry. 

 Likewise, the North American Mission Board would lose more than a third of 
its income which would result in it not being able to keep a third of its 5,000+ 
missionaries in the United States of America, the Territories and Canada. 

 The above list is not comprehensive, but one can get a picture of what life for 
Southern Baptists might look like if the Cooperative Program ceased to exist. The 
picture without the Cooperative Program is not a pretty one.  

 Therefore, it is imperative that all Southern Baptists work together to make 
sure the Cooperative Program continues to be vibrant. Every time you give money 
through the church, you are helping to do the work that Southern Baptists do in 

your state, the nation, and throughout the world. 

 

DEVOTION: April 23 
____________________ 
  
If The Cooperative Program Died 
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