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 When did you open your gifts? Christmas 
morning? Christmas Eve? When I was a kid it was 
Christmas morning, until we discovered we all liked to 
sleep late and then we opened our gifts on Christmas 
Eve. Due to family issues, do you open earlier? Later? 
When we lived in Texas, I was at our Christmas Eve 
service every other year so we had to make other 
arrangements with our family. 
  
 At Christmas, so much of our attention is on 

getting gifts for friends and family. Getting what your kids want. Getting that perfect 
gift for your wife or husband. 
 As believers in Jesus, we’ve been given a great gift, the gift of salvation. 
 Paul writes in Romans 6:23 – "the wages of sin is death but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord." 
 What is this gift for? What are we to do with this gift? Paul writes in 1 Cor. 12:7, 
“Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.” 
 To each one.  Who has received gifts of the Spirit?  Each one of us.  If we have 
made Jesus our Lord, then we have been given a manifestation of the Spirit.  Basically 
that means that the Spirit we received when we confessed our faith in Christ does 
something.  It works through us.  It enables us to do certain things. The result of works 
that the Spirit should produce in us should be for the common good.  That is, we have 
been given roles to play in the church, given by God.  Through these roles we are 
actually allowing the Spirit to work through us. 
  
 God has gifted all of us who are believers.  He chose the gifts that we would 
use.  He puts us in the body.  We need to celebrate the fact that the God who 
organized the universe has given you a role to play and empowered you to serve.  
 
 You are important.  You may not feel like it.  You may not get attention when you 
serve.  We all think that the pastors or the singers or the people up front are the real 
important parts.  But if there aren’t many other parts, the body suffers.  If everybody 
were gifted the way I am, our church would be in huge trouble.  If we were all 
preachers and teachers, where would the mercy be?  We would get nothing done if 
we were all preachers and teachers. There are roles in this church that you can 
perform that I would be horrible at performing.  
 
 Have you opened your gifts yet? Do you know what they are? How has God 
uniquely wired you for service for him? The job of church leaders like pastors is to 
equip you to serve. How can we equip you? What needs to be done? What is God’s 
vision for this church, and where do you fit in? Open your gifts. Don’t put them in a 
closet or on a shelf. Use them all year. 
 
Bill 



Vital SignsVital Signs  
Year to Date (11/23/2016): 
Budgeted Offering: $354,388.98 
Received Offering: $308,257.25 
Budget Expenses: $298,111.52 
 
Bldg Fund Offering YTD: $11,451.69 
 
YTD Average Attendance:  
8:30 a.m. Worship: 87 
11:00 a.m. Worship: 128 
Worship Total: 215 
Sunday Morning Small Groups:  140 

Community happens in circles,  
not rows.  There’s a small group  
for everyone, regardless of age.   

Join a small group today. 

Contact: Pam Barnett, Sunday 
Morning Small Groups Director,  

 

Jim Barnett, 8:30 am Music Minister 
musicjim@sbcglobal.net 

 I love old hymns. I keep a stack 
of hymnals on my bookshelf in my 
office.  I am concerned that 
omitting older hymns in our 
worship silences the rich voices of 
church history. Some churches 
seem uninterested in any song 
that is more than two years old, 
much less ones that are two 
hundred years old. I know that 
new songs will be written, but it is 
also good for us to sing old songs. 
 What’s new is not always best.  
Our society is fixated on what’s 
new and what’s next, but hymns 
remind us that what’s next is not 
always what’s best. Singing the 
historic hymns of our faith 
reminds our congregations that 
we are not the first generation 
who have wrestled and prayed, 
asked and believed. We are not 
the first to write hymns of praise 
to God. We walk in the footsteps 
of our fathers who have written 
praises to Christ that have stood 
the test of time. 
 Hymns teach us.  Hymns are 
portable sermons that teach 
biblical truths. They shape the 
way we view God, man, and 
Christ, and how we are to live in 
light of the gospel. The truths 
they communicate preach to us 
throughout the week following 
the style of Deuteronomy 6—at 
home and away, when lying down 
and waking.  
 Singing is a form of teaching 
that uses poetry to open to us the 
word of God. When Isaac Watts 
published Psalms, Hymns and 
Spiritual Songs, his intention was 
not to sing Scripture line by line, 
but to create poetic and emotive 

renditions of Scripture that 
enabled the church to sing the 
truths of Scripture. 
 
 Singing for the Christian is 
formative and responsive, and 
therefore must be informed by 
Scripture. We learn what we sing. 
 

The Church’s one foundation 
Is Jesus Christ her Lord, 
She is His new creation 
By water and the Word. 
From heaven He came  

and sought her 
To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood  

He bought her 
And for her life He died. 
—Samuel Stone, 1886 

 
See you in worship! 

The  
Sonshine 

Group 

Thursday,  
January 5. 6:30 pm  

Dee Motter will share about 
her mission trip to Alaska  @  

Church of God Holiness 

The Sonshine Group is an inter-
denominational group of those 50 or 
older. They meet the first Thursday 

of each month at various participating 
churches.  

Jim & Pam Barnett  
are HSBC’s representatives. 

“Check-in” every time  
you’re here! 



Twin Pines 

Tuesdays @ 9:30 am 

Twin Pines 

Sunday, January 22, 2:30 pm 

Tony Keene,   Youth  Minister  

tony.keene@sbcglobal.net 

 I would submit that rather than 
look back with longing, we should 
look forward with anticipation.  As 
Paul writes above, our focus should 
be on the prize that is ahead of 
us.  While the turning over of a new 
year puts us further from our past, it 
puts us closer to our future…
spending eternity with Christ our 
Savior if we truly know Him in our 
hearts. 
 
 Many people look to New Year’s 
resolutions as a way to kick start their 
goals for the New Year.  Whether it is 
losing weight, saving money, or 
taking that trip they always wanted 
to take, most people fall victim to 
their own good intentions and have 
lost interest by the end of 
January.  As Christians, we should be 
resolving to be more Christ-like every 
day; to show God’s love to those who 
don’t know His love and to love one 
another as Christ loves us.  This is 
hard work, but Paul gives us the 
example that we should “press on”…
not lose interest and quit like with 
our New Year’s resolutions. 
 
 Regardless of any official role we 
have in the church; as individual 
Christians, we should follow Paul’s 
example here.  What in our past, 
recent or long ago, keeps us from 
pressing on toward the goal?  Are we 
stuck in “the good ’ol days” and 
unable to see the future God has 
planned for us?  Have we fooled 

Philippians 3:12-14 (NIV) 
"12 Not that I have already obtained all 
this, or have already arrived at my 
goal, but I press on to take hold of that 
for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 
13 Brothers and sisters, I do not 
consider myself yet to have taken hold 
of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting 
what is behind and straining toward 
what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the 
goal to win the prize for which God 
has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus." 
 
 Is it really a new year already?  I 
know it is cliché, but the older I get 
the faster these years seem to go 
by.  2017 holds several milestone 
events for my family.  Alyson turns 18 
on the same day I turn 45.  Anna will 
be 16 a few weeks later, and Andrew 
turns 21 in June.  It seems like just 
yesterday that the kids were 11, 8, 
and 6.  It’s easy in times like this to 
lament the passage of time.  We think 
about how things used to be and 
maybe we even long for “the good ’ol 
days”. 
 

The Mission of HSBC 

HHonor God’s Truthonor God’s Truth  

SShare the Gospelhare the Gospel  

BBuild Believersuild Believers  

CCare for Othersare for Others 

If you would like to donate aluminum 
cans to the Youth, place them in 

Doug Athon’s pickup bed on Sunday 
mornings, usually parked near the  

bus garage. 

Please  

pick up 
your  

from the 
kitchen 

ourselves into thinking our present 
condition is the best we can expect? 
 
 I am excited about 2017.  It is a 
new year with new challenges and 
new triumphs.  We don’t know 
exactly what is in store for us, but 
we have a GREAT God that is still on 
His throne and is continuing to call 
us heavenward.  May God continue 
to richly bless Hamilton Street 
Baptist Church and all who call it 
their church home.    



JA NUARY  CAL ENDAR  

January 1  New Year’s Day 

January 2  Office Closed 

January 3 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 

 6:00 p.m. Missions Committee 

January 4 6:00 p.m. Prayer 

 6:30 p.m. Adult Co-Ed Bible Study / Youth 

January 5 6:30 p.m. The Sonshine Group, Church of God Holiness 

January 7 8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast at Rosie’s Northtown Cafe 

January 9  Book of Reports Submissions Due 

January 10 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 

January 11 6:00 p.m. Prayer 

 6:30 p.m. Adult Co-Ed Bible Study / Youth 

 7:30 p.m. Church Council 

January 15 4:30 p.m. Deacons 

 6:00 p.m. Business Meeting 

January 17 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 

January 18 5:45 p.m. Dinner (if we have a cook & helpers) 

 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Programming 

January 19  Newsletter Items Due 

January 22 2:30 p.m. Twin Pines 

January 24 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 

January 25 5:45 p.m. Dinner (if we have a cook & helpers) 

 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Programming 

January 28 11:00 a.m. Mobile Food Pantry  

January 29 1:30 p.m. Adair County Detention Center 

January 31 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 

College Student Small Group Leader  
Stacy Tucker-Potter,  

tucker_potter@yahoo.com 
find her on Facebook or stop by her  
office in McClain Hall 205 on the  

Truman campus. 

 We offer Associate Member-
ship to college students who wish 
to be a part of our body without 
giving up their membership in 
their churches back home. If you 
are interested,  contact Bill at 
bvictor@mobaptist.org. 

 

Saturday, January 7 
8:00 a.m. 

Rosie’s Northtown Cafe 
Contact Dana Brown 



There’s a container 
in the foyer  

for your donations.  

Contributions are donated to the  
Christian Community Food Depot. 

The purpose of the Church is to glorify God by fulfilling the Great CommandmentThe purpose of the Church is to glorify God by fulfilling the Great Commandment  

((36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart  

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:36Matthew 22:36--4040) )   

and the Great Commissionand the Great Commission    

((18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18Matthew 28:18--20).20).  

 Our committee met on 
December 7th to review the 
questionnaire responses we had 
received from the candidate.  We 
had great discussions regarding 
the responses which led to 
several additional questions 
coming up for us.  We decided at 
this point that it is appropriate for 
us to have an in-person interview 
with the candidate to further 
explore his views and vision for 
ministry.  The candidate was 
contacted and we have set up a 
meeting for the first week of 
January.  Please continue to pray 
for God to reveal His will to both 
us and the candidate. 
 

Tony Keene (Chair), Mike Brummit 
Tabitha Cleaver, Bertha Crump,  

Elsie Rudd, Tanya Tatro,  
Jonathan Walker 

Complacency Exposed 
 Malachi ministered in perhaps 
the most difficult period of his 
nation’s history—a time of waiting 
for God’s promises to be fulfilled. 
Many people doubted that God 
cared or would act on their behalf. 
They had grown indifferent toward 
God and unfaithful in their covenant 
relationships with one another. 
 
 To counter his people’s growing 
complacency and to call them to 
repentance and renewed 
faithfulness, Malachi used a series of 
searching questions, incredulous 
answers, and clinching arguments. 
 
 His messages drew clear and 
compelling contrasts between God’s 
faithfulness and their unfaithfulness, 
between God’s love and their 
apathy, between God’s unchanging 
purposes and their doubt. 
  
 This January Bible Study is 
important because many believers 
today have become apathetic and 
complacent in their walk with God. 
God’s Word through Malachi 
continues to call His people to 
faithfulness and obedience in 
response to who God is and what He 
has done. As we wait for the second 
coming of Christ, we too must live in 
light of the nature of God as 
revealed through Christ and fulfill 
the expectations of a relationship 
with Him. 

JANUARY BIBLE JANUARY BIBLE 

STUDYSTUDY  

Wednesday Evenings 

Begins January 18  

Dinner: 5:45 - 6:15 pm 
JBS:  6:30 - 7:30 pm 

 

Classes for all ages 
All adults led by Bill in 

the multipurpose room. 
 

Books will be available  
in the foyer soon. 



 Good morning from the Missions 
crew.  We have a lot in store for this 
coming year. 
 
 The annual missions trip looks to 
be June 18-24 in beautiful Kentucky. 
We will be gone for the full week 
staying at a camp that organizes their 
community needs then sends you 
out each day into it. There will be 
construction,  backyard Bible studies, 
VBS, and just every day outreach. 
The cost for the stay here is $189, 
but all lodging and food is taken care 
of for the whole week. Now there 
will be transportation costs to be 
worked out and food cost for travel, 
but don’t let money hold you back; 
I’m sure we can work things out. 
 
 Next March 4 we will be taking a 
small group down to the Ronald 
McDonald house in Kansas City.  We 
will be taking care packages down 

and feeding the families staying 
there lunch, and maybe put together 
an afternoon program for them. This 
is very dear to our hearts. Kavin quite 
often has had to stay there while in 
the hospital or for doctor 
appointments. So, in honor of Kavin 
Tingley we will be doing this.  Next 
month we are going to have a 
friendly competition to name this 
project. We will be doing this project 
every couple of months so please be 
on the lookout for how you can help 
with this project. 
 
 Then we are going to start having 
a monthly Operation Christmas Child 
donation box set up for a specific 
need each month. The items for 
January are hats, gloves, and 
scarves.  Also, in November we will 
be taking a group to Minnesota to 
the Operation Christmas Child 
distribution center. The deadline will 
be August the 1st for this trip. The 
cost is unsure at this time so we will 
have to let you know on this. 
 
 In the fall we plan to take a Youth 
mission trip to Kansas City to do the 
Urban Plunge weekend.  Youth will 
be helping in Kansas City at various 
places such as soup kitchens, etc. 
 
 On the horizon for 2018 we are 
going to put down a plan for a 
Mexico trip with another local church 
that has been doing this trip for a 

Would you like to save your  
pop can tabs for the  

Ronald McDonald House? 
There’s a collection bin in the foyer. 

Contact: Mary McIntosh 

Wednesday Night Cook 
Thank you, Vera Willis, for planning and preparing our 

Wednesday Night meals during the fall semester!! 

The Nominating Committee is now looking for someone  

to don their chef apron for the spring semester. 

Meals will begin again in January if we have volunteers.  

Contact: Phyllis Hamilton 

Nominating Committee Chair 

while, so be on the lookout for this 
information as  we get it out to you. 
 
 I believe this is it for now.  I wish 
you all a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.   
 
 On a more personal note, Charles 
and I want to thank everyone for the 
prayers, gift cards, wonderful food, 
money and just LOVE you have 
shown us this past year.  We are so 
blessed to be members of such a 
great church. Kavin will have good 
days and bad days. But each day is a 
blessing with him and knowing we 
are truly blessed with the borrowed 
time we have with him.  Thanks 
again. 

Tammy Porter, 
Missions Committee 

Our Goal:  $2,500.00 
Our Giving:  $1,175.00 
 (as of 12/18/2016) 



prisoners can’t we? Psalm 107 says, 
“Some sat in darkness, utter 
darkness, prisoners suffering in iron 
chains, because they rebelled against 
God’s commands and despised the 
plans of the most High...then they 
cried to the Lord in their trouble, and 
He saved them from their distress. 
He brought them out of darkness, 
the utter darkness, and broke away 
their chains.” Can we not all relate to 
this? But for the grace of God we 
would still be in chains! We have 
such wonderful news of freedom and 
victory to share. And God helps us to 
speak by His Spirit 
 
 I realize not every encounter at 
the jail will be as amazingly positive 
as this last visit, but we can trust God 
to work in hearts even when we see 
no visible evidences of fruit, and 
even when we are met with hostility 
and opposition. Would you be 
interested in taking a turn at the jail 
in the coming months? Please pray 
about that possibility. Above all, 
please pray fervently for the many 
men and women who have gospel 
seeds planted in their hearts while 
they are detained. May the Lord 
cause the seeds to fall on rich soil 
and make them grow by His Spirit!  
 

For the glory of Jesus, 
Dawn Stitzer 

 Every six weeks, our church has 
the opportunity to visit the Adair 
County Detention Center to share a 
praise and worship time with the 
men and women detained there. In 
December, Doug Athon, Dana Brown, 
my daughter Kylie and I, took part in 
this jail ministry…Praise the Lord for 
open doors for the gospel! I wanted 
to share the huge blessing we 
received and encourage you to 
continue praying for the inmates, 
their families, and the guards 
working at the jail (they hear 
everything that is shared during the 
Bible study!). Kylie and I had the 
privilege of meeting with nine ladies 
and engaging in a very active Bible 
study. We made ourselves right at 
home by moving all the furniture and 
setting up an Old Testament time 
line against the wall. Our study 
focused on Jesus in the books of the 
Old Testament and finished with His 
coming onto the scene of humanity 
as a baby in Bethlehem. A question 
and answer time followed. The ladies 
seemed genuinely interested and 

You can now donate  
electronically: 
Safe. Secure.  
Easy. Quick. 

 
Go to our website and 

click  “Give”  
or Text:  

606-268-1957  

Bible Study / Worship 

Sunday  January 29  1:30 pm 

Contact: Doug Athon or the pastor 

Adair County  
Detention Center 

attentive. Every one of them 
requested gospels of John or Bibles in 
order to read more. How exciting to 
see their eagerness! 
 
 Kylie and I had felt impressed by 
the Lord to talk with them about 
their children, and to offer to take 
each of their kids a present with a 
personal message from them. Each 
and every woman in the room wept 
openly as they made a list of their 
kids, what they would like them to 
have, and what they wanted the card 
to say. I was so moved as I read over 
each of their letters and gathered 
addresses. It really seemed like the 
Lord entered the room in a very 
special way. The women continued to 
cry as we sang hymns together and 
prayed. When this very sweet time 
had ended, we said goodbye and 
were so surprised when each one of 
those precious women waited to hug 
us and thank us and wish us a Merry 
Christmas! What an honor to be able 
to share the gospel of love!  
 
 Kylie and I left that jail rejoicing in 
God’s goodness and mercy! I want to 
encourage anyone reading this, that 
jail ministry can be such a blessing. 
Every Christian has something 
precious to talk about! Every 
Christian has been touched by the 
saving grace of Jesus! We all have a 
story to tell of how He brought us 
into His kingdom and made us His 
children. And we can relate to being 

Adair County  
Detention Center 



people and try and make a way of 
helping them see that they are more 
than just their political position or 
they are more than just a republican, 
etc.  So, we did.  
 A week later, in between classes 
for a little over an hour, me and him, 
and another of my guys who is on 
our leadership team; the 3 of us 
went around right before 
Thanksgiving we asked random 
Truman State University students 2 
questions:  
• What are you enjoying in life? 
• Where do you find hope/What 
gives you hope? 
Here is what we heard…  https://
drive.google.com/file/
d/0B556SYYcF6ToREFkYmMwd3pKV
ms/view 
  
 I am so proud of a young man 
who is just seeing that he can be a 
voice of hope and be known for love 
– today.  Yes, it was one of the 
windiest days of the year, but these 
young guys didn’t flinch or give up or 
anything; it gives me so much hope 
in our future when I get to see young 
adults living faithful lives and going 
for HIM.  And we just get to be a part 
of releasing them into the things 
they are trying to do for HIM. 
  
 The holidays mean a little more 
stress and a little less time to plan big 
events with students lives really 
ramped up with projects and papers 
and finals coming, but it also gives a 
little more time for us to see here, 

how amazing relationships that are 
happening in the background and in 
the flow of life, can be.  I will leave 
you with one more story:  There is a 
girl from China that we scholarshiped 
to go on our spring break mission 
trip last year to Chicago.  Since the 
trip we have been actively discipling 
her as a community here among the 
students. She has shown interest in 
God and it continues to be our hope 
and prayer that she will hear His 
voice and just become all His 
soon.   Well, about 4 weeks ago, as I 
was walking with one of our girls on 
leadership that I disciple with on 
campus, we ran into this Chinese 
girl.  And something that happens a 
lot, and is a great opportunity, is that 
many people will ask “what are you 
guys talking about?”  So 
curious!  And this gives us a chance 
to be real and a voice of hope 
initially; so today we said “We’re 
actually talking about food (the 
holidays, come on) and life and God 
and our faith.”  
  
 So we shared this, and the 
Chinese girl was laughing and 
excited, and then said “Can I walk 
and talk with you guys too?”  I love 
how the students in our BSU 
community are just being so 
magnetic and so welcoming to so 
many…even a girl who has no faith 
and not much English.  So we were 
like “oh yes!!!”  And so we talked  a 

Continued on next page 

To our amazing church family here at 
HSBC - Hope you all have a wonderful 
holiday and get to enjoy the snow 
and just time with your family and 
friends! 
Thank you guys for all the work you 
continue to do for so many students 
here, it is so appreciated…a lot!! 
  
Just fyi below of how God is pursuing 
students here… 
  
DECEMBER 2016 
 Something we saw and got to be a 
part of bringing hope into has been 
how the elections were experienced 
– much stress and fear and anger 
among students.  And yet, these 
moments also allowed us to actually 
not just be faithful with our lives but 
to actually move visibly and be 
known for love and be a voice of 
hope.  
  
 About a week after the elections, 
as I was discipling with a student guy 
who actually is a leader in another 
campus ministry (we began walking 
weekly this fall because he really 
liked how I shared the gospel with 
the crowd at our large outdoor 
concert “Christ on the Mall” this past 
August).  As we were walking and 
talking there came a point where he 
was sharing the pain and stress he 
was seeing in fellow classmates who 
were believers and who were not 
believers.  And so I shared about how 
maybe instead of just praying for God 
to do something, maybe God is 
wanting us to be the “something” 
and move for Him, and I asked him if 
here was something he was wanting 
to do to help everyone who is really 
stressed right now.  Well, he 
immediately shared that he really 
wanted to go around and interview 

The Staff of HSBC would like  
to thank you for your generosity.  

Personally, each of us was  
the recipient of a generous 

Christmas gift made possible 
through your donations. 

   

We are also grateful for your weekly 
tithing and giving.   

Thank you so much! 

from 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B556SYYcF6ToREFkYmMwd3pKVms/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B556SYYcF6ToREFkYmMwd3pKVms/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B556SYYcF6ToREFkYmMwd3pKVms/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B556SYYcF6ToREFkYmMwd3pKVms/view


few minutes and set a time for later 
in the week to start walking, the 3 of 
us together, every week.  
  
 This has been happening a few 
times now, but the last week, I had to 
help get our son to the dentist.  So 
the two girls went ahead and met and 
walked, and that has always been the 
goal, to not only be a part of bringing 
love to others but to activate our 
students to be a voice of hope and 
open their lives to others.  They had a 
good walk, and I just want to share 
what our girl on leadership sent me 
after their walk that evening, I hope 
you enjoy hearing this from our 
amazing student who is just being a 
voice of hope (she is also a junior 
accounting major and just won a 
team competition for their 
accounting class with one of the BIG 4 
accounting firms; so amazing and yet 
so alive for HIM); enjoy, and thank 
you all again for the foundation you 
are continuing to build for others who 
are here…and those we don’t even 
know…yet… 
  
12/2, 4:15pm msg - Hey Greg... just 
thought I would share how my walk 
with student C went.... so we walked 
around campus and just talked about 
random things, you know plans for 
break, how school is going, and all 
that... near the end she started to ask 
me questions about culture and what 
I thought about different cultures 

being in the United States, whether I 
thought it was a good or bad thing, 
and I told her I loved it, as long as all 
the cultures stay away from 
endangering other people and she 
agreed with me... we then talked 
about our freedom to speak out about 
things here and have our own 
opinions where in China people don't 
have that option, and how much more 
she likes the United States than China. 
So we got back to the BSU and I told 
her how much we would love to see 
her at FUEL but I knew she had to 
work and she told me how much she 
wanted to be a Christian but she 
wanted to learn so much more about 
God first, and let me tell you I think 
my face just lit up and my heart 
skipped a beat.  I got so excited!!! I 
said well we have a women's Bible 
study where we learn more about 
God so you are always welcome to 
that... so I think she might start 
coming next semester... So THEN, i 
offered to give her a ride home and so 
we get in my car and she asks "so 
(BSU girl) I have a really really really 
mean question" to ask and so I said 
"ok you can ask anything you want" 
and she says "just because you're a 
Christian does that mean you have to 
get married young?" Hahaha!!! She 
said she had gone to CCF and saw lots 
of people with rings and she asked 
her friend who told her "well that's 
because they're Christian" so she was 
confused... so me, knowing absolutely 
nothing about marriage!!! I kinda 
stumbled along saying "well the root 

of marriage is in Christianity, so when 
Christians are around each other 
especially when they hang out when 
they're young they know they have 
the same values, so that helps a lot" 
then went on to tell her that not all, 
and probably most, Christians don't 
get married young and that I believed 
God has someone planned for me 
who when we are together we serve 
God better than we would if we were 
apart... and she just kind of looked at 
me in awe so I asked her what she 
believed. And she said well "I believe 
in God and I always wanted to get 
married when I was young but now I 
want to be older and I just want to 
learn so much more about God" so I 
started to take her home and I said 
well that's awesome! And asked her if 
she had any specific questions, she 
said not yet. So I said "I just want you 
to know that it is more than okay to 
have questions... you're supposed to 
have questions, I have questions and 
I'm a Christian I definitely don't know 
everything, Greg has questions and he 
doesn't know everything either so it's 
okay. That's why some people think 
we are crazy, because we believe in 
someone we can't see, but that's 
what we call faith, so we get to ask 
questions." And I kinda let her stew on 
that and then dropped her off... I’m 
going to take her to dinner after we 
play hockey with you guys next 
weekend, so I'm super excited!!!! This 
is such an answered prayer, I've been 
praying that God would give me an 
opportunity to witness to someone 
and I'm so glad it's to her! Sorry for 
the long message I just wanted you to 
know how excited I am and how 
awesome today was!!! 
  
 Thank you guys for all your doing 
and praying and giving for us all here; 
your support has meant so much!!! 
Take care and Merry Christmas! 
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Hamilton Street Baptist Church 
802 W. Hamilton 
Kirksville, MO  63501 
665-4633 hsbc@sbcglobal.net 
http://www.hamiltonstreet.org/ 

Bill Victor - Interim Pastor 
Jim Barnett - 8:30 am Music Minister  
Kevin Martin - Interim 11:00 am  
 Music Minister 
Tony Keene - Youth Minister 
Kay Shelby - Administrative Secretary 

SERVICE TIMES 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 9:45 a.m. Small Groups 
 11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  
 5:00 p.m. Choir 
 6:00 p.m. Worship 
Wednesday Night January 4 & 11: 
 6:00 p.m. Prayer 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Co-ed Bible Study / Youth 

Wednesday Night Programming (Begins January 18): 
 5:45 p.m. Dinner (if we have a cook) 
 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Programming 

L       king  Forward 

February 4 Men’s Breakfast, Rosie’s Northtown Café 
February 19 Highland Crest 
February 26 Kirksville Manor Care 
February 25 Mobile Food Pantry Distribution 
 
March 4  Ronald McDonald House, Kansas City 
March 12 Daylight Saving Time Begins 
March 25 Mobile Food Pantry Distribution 

Adair County Mobile 
Food Distribution 

January 28 
11:00 am - ??? 

There are no income guidelines.  

Recipients need to bring a photo ID, Social Security cards 

for each family member in the household, proof of Adair 

County residency & a container to take home the food.  

 
Hamilton Street Baptist Church  

802 W. Hamilton St., Kirksville, MO 


