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 December is part of the Advent season. 
Advent celebrates the arrival of Jesus. His first 
arrival was the incarnation at Christmas. His second 
arrival is, hopefully, in your hearts. We await his 
third arrival when he comes again. One of the 
themes of Advent is joy. How would you define 
joy? Is it different than happiness? Do they 
overlap? How do most people define their source 
of joy? Some find it in family and friends. Some find 
it with their health, in their bank account or maybe 

in their hobbies. Some people find their joy or happiness in their 
circumstances.  
 
  We, as believers in Christ, believe that the joy that Jesus brought to earth is 
greater than the world’s definition of joy/happiness. Happiness is something 
you feel on the surface. Joy is much deeper. There is a depth to joy that goes 
beyond our circumstances. 
 
  What happens when we seek joy in our external circumstances? When our 
circumstances change, we lose our joy: for example, our health can get bad, 
the economy can turn, we can lose our jobs… 
 
 A friend of mine told me about someone he knew who lost his son when 
his son was 17. If this man had based his joy on his circumstances, what would 
be the temptation of someone who goes through a loss like this? Bitterness, 
anger, blaming God? This man who lost his son had the joy of a relationship 
with Christ. Instead of bitterness and anger, this man was grateful for the 17 
years he got to spend with this son and had the joy of knowing that his son 
was in the presence of Jesus because Jesus was his Savior. 
 
  Paul wrote Philippians to a church, and the term “joy” is used 12 times in 
this letter. Paul wrote this letter while he was in prison. He found joy in such 
hard times. In this letter he wrote: “Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it 
again: Rejoice!” (Phil. 4:4). Paul was saying, return to the source of your joy, 
which hopefully is Jesus. 
 
 The first time he was in this city, Philippi, is recorded in Acts 16. Paul was 
falsely arrested and beaten and thrown in prison. If you read Acts 16:23-25 
you see the reaction of Paul and his companion Silas. They reacted to their 
circumstances with praise. They revealed the source of their joy. 
 
  I pray that in this Christmas season, you find the joy that comes with a 
relationship with Jesus. A joy that comes from the knowledge that your sins 
are forgiven, that you can be in God’s presence without fear, and that you can 
praise him in spite of your circumstances. 
 
 In the joy of the Lord,  
 Bill 

Our Goal: $2,500 



Vital SignsVital Signs  
Year to Date (11/23/2016): 
Budgeted Offering: $327,128.27 
Received Offering: $282,864.33 
Budget Expenses: $277,313.89 
 
Bldg Fund Offering YTD: $8,557.69 
 
YTD Average Attendance:  
8:30 a.m. Worship: 88 
11:00 a.m. Worship: 129 
Worship Total: 217 
Sunday Morning Small Groups:  142 

Twin Pines 

Tuesdays @ 9:30 am 

Kirksville Manor Care 

Sunday, December 11, 2:30 pm 

Community happens in circles,  
not rows.  There’s a small group  
for everyone, regardless of age.   

Join a small group today. 

Contact: Pam Barnett, Sunday 
Morning Small Groups Director   

Jim Barnett, 8:30 am Music Minister 
musicjim@sbcglobal.net 

 As you read this newsletter the 
Advent season has already begun.  
The definition of Advent, according 
to the Oxford Living Dictionary is 
“The arrival of a notable person or 
thing.”  The birth of Christ most 
definitely qualifies as the arrival of a 
notable person!  His birth in that 
humble manger in Bethlehem set in 
motion those many events that led 
to the cross and resurrection that 
freed us lowly humans from the 
penalty of sin.  Even our calendar 
recognizes this in the division of the 
years – B.C. and A.D. 
 
 This is also the busiest time of 
the year as we celebrate His birth in 
the many programs, parties and 
family gettogethers that we involve 
ourselves with.   Yet as we engage in 
all those activities this month let’s 
not forget   that first Advent season 
had none of the things we do today.  
It was just a young teenage couple 
facing scandalous accusations from 
their small village and a difficult 
journey to Bethlehem to be counted 
in a census.  There was nothing 
joyous about it.  Only the words of 
angels that visited each one to tell 
what God had in store for them as 
they began life as a couple. 

 
 So, as we celebrate this year, 
remember what that first Advent 
season was like and the amazing 
events that followed. 
 
 See you in worship! 

The  
Sonshine 

Group 

Thursday,  
December 1. 6:30 pm  

Senior Songsters @  

Hamilton Street Baptist Church 

The Sonshine Group is an inter-
denominational group of those 50 or 
older. They meet the first Thursday 

of each month at various participating 
churches.  

Jim & Pam Barnett 
are HSBC’s representatives. 

“Check-in” every time  
you’re here! 

There’s a container 
in the foyer  

for your donations.  

Contributions are donated to the  
Christian Community Food Depot. 



Tony Keene,   Youth  Minister  

tony.keene@sbcglobal.net 

Christians, we can come before God 
at any time, in any place, and for any 
reason.  Through the shed blood of 
Christ and His resurrection, we have 
24/7 access to our Lord.  The 
question is…do we take advantage of 
that access or do we save it all up the 
holidays? 
“Shout for joy to the Lord, all the 
earth. Worship the Lord with 
gladness; come before him with 
joyful songs.  Know that the Lord is 
God… Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving and his courts with 
praise; give thanks to him and praise 
his name.” 
 
Give thanks continually and share the 
love of Christ with all!    

Shout for joy to the Lord, all the earth. 
Worship the Lord with gladness; come 
before him with joyful songs.  Know 
that the Lord is God.  It is he who 
made us, and we are his; we are his 
people, the sheep of his 
pasture.  Enter his gates with 
thanksgiving and his courts with 
praise; give thanks to him and praise 
his name.  For the Lord is good and his 
love endures forever; his 
faithfulness continues through all 
generations.   – Psalm 100 (NIV) 
 
Thanksgiving and Christmas…along 
with Easter, these three holidays form 
the “trinity” of Christian 
holidays.  These are times for us to 
gather with our families, friends, and 
fellow Christians to celebrate all that 
God has given us.  Unfortunately, 
these holidays have been heavily 
commercialized over the years and 
their meanings have often been lost 
on the world at large.  
 
Psalm 100 gives us a model for how 
we should approach not only these 
holidays, but every day of our lives.  As 

The Mission of HSBC 

HHonor God’s Truthonor God’s Truth  

SShare the Gospelhare the Gospel  

BBuild Believersuild Believers  

CCare for Othersare for Others 

If you would like to donate aluminum 
cans to the Youth, place them in 

Doug Athon’s pickup bed on Sunday 
mornings, usually parked near the  

bus garage. 

Would you like to save your  
pop can tabs for the  

Ronald McDonald House? 
There’s a collection bin in the foyer. 

Contact: Mary McIntosh 

Please  

pick up 
your  

from the 
kitchen 

Thank you 
to everyone who participated in 
Operation Christmas Child this year! 
As a church, we gave 245 shoebox 
gifts. Please be praying for the 245 
precious children who will receive 
those shoeboxes. Pray that each 
child and their family will experience 
an eternal impact from receiving a 
shoebox. Let’s ask God to deliver 
each shoebox to just the right child 
and then work miracles through the 
contents. Pray that each child will 
experience God’s overwhelming love 
and that they will understand that 
Jesus Christ wants to be their Savior 
and Lord. 

 

Because of your gifts, 245 children 
will receive a shoebox gift and learn 
about Jesus Christ! To those who 
packed shoeboxes, to those who 
gave individual items, to those who 
gave monetary gifts, to those who 
prayed, thank you! Thank you for 
your kindness and your generosity. 

Tanya Tatro 
Operation Christmas Child  

Coordinator 



DECEMBER  CAL ENDAR  
December 1 6:30 p.m. The Sonshine Group  
December 3 8:00 a.m. Men’s Breakfast at Rosie’s Northtown Cafe 
 9:00 a.m. HSBC’s Great Christmas Give Away 
December 4 1:30 p.m. Adair County Detention Center 
 2:00 p.m. Puppet Practice, BSU 
 6:00 p.m. Hanging of the Greens 
December 5 6:00 p.m. Missions Committee 
December 6 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 
 6:15 p.m. Nominating Committee 
December 7  Last Full Wednesday Night Programming in 2016 
 5:45 p.m. Dinner 
 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Programming 
December 10 11:00 a.m. Mobile Food Pantry  
December 11 8:30 a.m. Choir Cantata 
 11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship 
 2:30 p.m. Kirksville Manor Care 
December 12 7:15 p.m. Men’s Fellowship 
December 13 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 
December 14 6.00 p.m. Prayer 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Co-Ed Bible Study / Youth 
December 15  Newsletter Items Due 
December 18  Lord’s Supper during 8:30 & 11:00 Worship 
 6:00 p.m. Children’s Christmas Program 
December 19 7:15 p.m. Men’s Fellowship 
December 20 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 
December 21 6:00 p.m. Prayer 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Co-Ed Bible Study / Youth 
December 23  Office Closed 
December 24 5:00 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, 
   more contemporary 
 6:30 p.m. Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, 
   more traditional 
December 25  Christmas Day 
  Small Groups & Sunday Evening Services Dismissed 
 10:00 a.m. Combined Worship Service 
December 26  Office Closed 
December 27 9:30 a.m. Twin Pines 
December 28 6:00 p.m. Prayer 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Co-Ed Bible Study / Youth 
December 30  Office Closed 
December 31 6:00 p.m. Thousand Hills Baptist Association Youth Lock-In 

College Student Small Group Leader  
Stacy Tucker-Potter,  

tucker_potter@yahoo.com 
find her on Facebook or stop by her  
office in McClain Hall 205 on the  

Truman campus. 

 We offer Associate Member-
ship to college students who wish 
to be a part of our body without 
giving up their membership in 
their churches back home. If you 
are interested,  contact Bill at 
bvictor@mobaptist.org. 

Saturday, December 3 
8:00 a.m. 

Rosie’s Northtown Cafe 
Contact Dana Brown 



The purpose of the Church is to glorify God by fulfilling the Great CommandmentThe purpose of the Church is to glorify God by fulfilling the Great Commandment  

((36"Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” 37Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart  

and with all your soul and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and greatest commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘Love 

your neighbor as yourself.’ 40All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” Matthew 22:36Matthew 22:36--4040) )   

and the Great Commissionand the Great Commission    

((18Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19Therefore go and make 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and teaching them to 

obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” Matthew 28:18Matthew 28:18--20).20).  

 Our committee met on Nov. 6th 
and reviewed our top 5 
candidates.  After much prayer and 
discussion, we were led to one 
candidate that we have since 
contacted to gauge his continued 
interest.  Several emails were 
exchanged and he feels God is 
leading him to continue in this 
process with us.  Subsequently, I had 
an hour long conversation with him 
so that we could discuss our church 
history, recent past, and vision for 
the future.  He outlined his ministry 
philosophies and where he feels God 
is leading him.  We both felt very 
good about our conversation and he 
is currently filling out a questionnaire 
that we sent him.   Once we receive 
the questionnaire, we will meet 
again to make sure that we are still 
aligned and will then plan our next 
steps.  Please continue to pray for 
God's leadership for our committee 
and our candidate.   

 
Tony Keene (Chair) 

Mike Brummit 
Tabitha Cleaver 

Bertha Crump 
Elsie Rudd 

Tanya Tatro 
Jonathan Walker 

Taste of Home’s 
Peanut Butter Snowballs Recipe 
 
Ingredients 
 

1 cup confectioners' sugar 
1/2 cup creamy peanut butter 
3 tablespoons butter, softened 
1 pound white candy coating,  
coarsely chopped 
 
Directions 
 

1. In a bowl, combine the sugar, 
peanut butter and butter. Shape 
into 1-in. balls and place on waxed 
paper-lined baking sheet. Chill for 
30 minutes or until firm. 
 
2. Meanwhile, melt the candy coating 
in a microwave-safe bowl. Dip balls 
and place on waxed paper to harden.  
 
Yield: 2 dozen.  
 



Summary of Church Summary of Church 

Council Agenda ItemsCouncil Agenda Items  

Church Council recently met and 
discussed the following items: 
 
We have tried to contact the African 
church elders, but have not received 
a response.  
 
Food Pantry volunteers met before 
the food distribution in October. 
They were reminded that all 
volunteers are an extension of HSBC, 
and that we need to greet everyone 
with respect and act in a Christ-like 
manner.  Mode of dress was also 
discussed. 
 
One more person is needed to have a 
full nominating committee.  Several 
names were mentioned to be 
contacted.  
 
The Fall Festival was evaluated.  It 
was noted we seemed to have the 
same guests as in previous years.  
Volunteers had to back out at the 
last minute requiring some last 

minute scrambling.  Spiritual tracts 
were handed out and one adult was 
given a Bible.  The Council decided to 
continue this event next year with an 
emphasis on outreach, focusing 
more church member interaction 
with attendees, and the formation of 
a committee to assist in planning and 
execution of the event.  Next year’s 
date was set for October 29, 2017. 
 
A request from Cornerstone Pastor 
Jeremy Broach was discussed.  They 
asked HSBC to provide a turkey or 
ham for the Community Thanksgiving 
Dinner held at Cornerstone.  The 
dinner runs from 11:00-1:00.  Church 
Council agreed to provide a turkey or 
ham.   
 
Winter Bible Study and Wednesday 
Night Programming were reviewed.  
Winter Bible Study will be led by 
Pastor Bill and will begin January 18.  
Children’s programming will begin 
simultaneously with the adults on 
January 18 and continue until April 
26, 2017.  If we have a cook, meals 
would begin on January 18, 2017. 
 
November 27, 2016 is the first 
Advent Sunday. 
 
Hanging of the Greens will be 
December 4 at 6:00 p.m.  Ashley 
Hartman is in charge of 
arrangements.  There will be snacks 
served after the service. 

Wednesday Night Cook 
Thank you, Vera Willis, for planning and preparing our 

Wednesday Night meals during the fall semester!! 

The Nominating Committee is now looking for someone  

to don their chef apron for the spring semester. 

Meals will begin again in January if we have volunteers.  

Contact: Phyllis Hamilton 

Nominating Committee Chair 

M e n’s  Fe l l o w s h i pM e n’s  Fe l l o w s h i p   

Are You Ready Are You Ready   

For Some Football?For Some Football?  

NFL Monday Night Football 

Monday, December 12 

Monday, December 19 

7:15 pm 7:15 pm   

Bring food to share. Bring food to share.   

Halftime devotion.Halftime devotion. 

 

 
The Lord’s Supper will be December 
18, 2016 in both morning services. 
The Children’s Christmas Program 
will be held December 18 at 6:00 
p.m., not December 11 as previously 
scheduled. 
 
Bill will preach both Christmas Eve 
candlelight services, but will not 
preach on Christmas Day. 



adapting some of these ideas: 
 Match it. Challenge group 
members to give to the offering the 
same amount they spend on their 
most expensive Christmas gift. 
 Make the group Christmas party 
a Lottie party. Request that members 
give what they would have spent on 
party supplies and refreshments to 
the offering. Instead of focusing on 
food and games, gather for mission 
stories, prayer, and songs. 
 Plan ahead for next year’s 
offering. Ask group members to step 
out in faith and pledge a specific 
amount to missions each month 
above their tithe. Set a group goal 
based on how much it costs to 
support a missionary for a day 
($140), a week ($981), or even a 
month ($4,250). Consider asking 
other groups to help reach the goal. 
For more ideas, visit imb.org. 

 

You can now donate  
electronically: 
Safe. Secure.  
Easy. Quick. 

 
Go to our website and 

click  “Give”  
or Text:  

606-268-1957  

Adair County  
Mobile Food  
Distribution 

Saturday,  
December 10 

11:00 am - ??? 
 

Hamilton Street Baptist Church 

802 W. Hamilton St. 

Kirksville, MO 

 

There are no income guidelines.  

Recipients need to bring a photo ID, 

Social Security cards for each family 

member in the household, proof of 

Adair County residency &  

a container to take home the food.  

Bible Study / Worship 

Sunday  December 4  1:30 pm 

Contact: Doug Athon 

or the pastor 

Adair County  
Detention Center 

Who is Lottie Moon? 

 Many Southern Baptists don’t 
know who Lottie Moon is or why 
their churches are constantly raising 
money for her at Christmas. 
 Is Lottie Moon a creditor, like 
Sallie Mae or Freddie Mac? 
 Not at all. The Lottie Moon 
Christmas Offering (LMCO) provides 
critical funding for Southern Baptists’ 
international missions efforts. An 
annual goal is set by the WMU 
Executive Board in consultation with 
the International Mission Board’s 
executive staff, allowing Southern 
Baptists to send and equip 
missionaries around the world. 
 The offering is named for Lottie 
Moon, a missionary to China whose 
letters pleading for mission support 
still resonate today. She died 
December 24, 1912, after living a life 
of total sacrifice to God and the 
people of China. 
 The LMCO can help reconnect 
Southern Baptists to the core of 
Christmas—Jesus was born to save 
the world. 
 To raise LMCO awareness in 
your Adults on Mission group or 
other small group, download IMB 
videos. And spur prayer support by 
learning about the missionaries 
featured during the Week of Prayer 
for International Missions. 
 But funds are needed, too. 
 Consider initiating a LMCO 
emphasis in your group by adopting/

https://www.imb.org/lottie-moon-christmas-offering


THE HSBC  GREAT  
CHRISTMAS GIVE AWAY 

 
Contributions can be dropped off at HSBC 
Wednesday, November 30, 5:30 p.m. to 

7:30 p.m. and during regular church office 
hours November 28 through December 2. 

 

*Event date is Saturday,  
December 3  

9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m.* 

ITEMS NOT ACCEPTED  
FOR THE HSBC GREAT 

CHRISTMAS  GIVE AWAY 
 
 Clothing and shoes 

 Food items, drinks, candy 

 Cosmetics 

 Large furniture pieces 

 Household cleaning supplies 

 Over the counter medications 

 Mattresses or any form of bedding 

The Women's Ministry Committee 
would like to announce our second 
annual Great Christmas Giveaway!  
This year it will be Saturday, 
December 3rd from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. 
in the HSBC multipurpose room.  

 This is a chance for us as 
churchgoers to reach outside our  
walls to the community around us. 
We hope with the giveaway to 
encourage people who are not church 
goers or who are in need, to come 
and "shop" for gifts for family or 
themselves that they might not be 
able to afford otherwise.  

 So here's the next thing we want 
you to think about, What can you do 
in this? Well, to have a giveaway we 
will need items to be contributed. To 
find these items, take a look around 
your house and notice anything that 
might not have a use for you.  

 Next, check our lists of accepted 
items.  We’ve included the list here, 
but there are also handouts in the 
foyer and small group rooms. Or 
check our church website.  It’s there, 
too. Once you find something you can 
bring, then make sure to take it to the 
church on our drop-off dates between 
Monday, November 28th and Friday, 
December 2nd. 

 What if you have no "things" to 
donate? You can still sign up to 
donate your time because we need 
YOU too! We will have a night for 
sorting the items on Friday, 
December 2nd from 5 p.m. to 9 
p.m. In addition to that, volunteers 
are needed for the day of the actual 
event on that Saturday. 

 So to recap, check the lists for 
donation ideas, search your home 
for stuff and consider showing up to 
help serve.  

 What if we have leftover items?  
They will be donated to Helping 
Hands Mission.  

 Also, if you have any questions, 
please feel free to contact Carol 
Black 

ITEMS ACCEPTED FOR THE 
HSBC GREAT CHRISTMAS 

 GIVE AWAY 
 

 Almost any household item that 
is gently used 

 New or nearly new items to be 
given away 

 Candles, Scentsy bricks 
 Picture frames 
 Books 
 Unbroken costume jewelry, 

matched sets of earrings with 
backs 

 Very gently used toys and 
stuffed animals (preferably 
laundered and without stains) 

 Kitchen items 
 Home décor 
 Soaps 
 Cards 
 Board games 
 School supplies 
 Baskets or tubs for placing gifts 

in to wrap 
 Lotions and travel size samples 

picked up for example from 
hotels 

 Freebies you receive when 
visiting the dentist still in 
package 

 Bath salts and bubble bath 
 Rated G and PG only DVD’s, 

video games, and CD’s 
 Only current and properly 

functioning technology goodies 
 Such as: Cameras, IPad, IPod, 

Leapfrog reader, E-reader, CD 
player, DVD player, Alarm clocks 

 Christmas wrapping paper, gift 
bags, gift tags, tissue paper, 
tape, scissors 

THE HSBC GREAT  
CHRISTMAS GIVE AWAY 





 went for me, my answer was very 
specific. You see, the panel was 
about us, our students, the BSU not 
being afraid of the conversations or 
the tough questions so many are ask-
ing or wanting to hear how we see 
the world and how our God sees 
them. But it was about so much 
more for me, because that night one 
girl came who I was hoping my family 
and our students would keep getting 
to engage with more because before 
she came to college she stopped be-
lieving in God and is now an atheist 
actively involved with the atheist 
community here. So the panel, was 
for me, about her hearing love and 
maybe hoping against hope she 
would hear a narrative about God 
that told her she was not His enemy 
and He is love. And she came.  
 
So, this past week, on a Tuesday 
night, she came to this panel and 
brought her friend, and he is the vice 
president of their secular fellowship 
(atheist group here on campus). And 
now we are all fb friend. And if I 
could tell you, they stayed for the 
whole panel and the feedback we 
had with the Christians after, and 
had over an hour long conversation 
about how they see the world God 
and how we see the world and how 
God sees us after the panel was 
done. And they want us to do anoth-
er panel! So we are just going to 
keep going, calling others to join us if 
they want to, and counting the con-
versations we get the credibility to 

have and hoping against hope that 
they will open their souls to allow 
God to speak to their hearts.  
 
Note: the backstory is we met this 
girl because 1 ½ months ago in Sep-
tember we started the semester by 
being on campus over several weeks 
to have a spiritual survey we would 
design and then redesign for stu-
dents to just stop by and fill out if 
they wanted to. And on our first day 
she stopped and filled it out and we 
talked for awhile. Then stopped the 
next week, filled out the new survey 
and talked more. Then fb friends we 
became and starting messaging each 
other and just investing in her life. 
And we have been counting the con-
versations. 
 
I love how amazing God is that he 
invites us to create a future with 
Him, give us such free will, and yet 
He is in control and is working and 
who knew he was moving so we 
would end up meeting and having a 
moment to share hope with two stu-
dents who have decided God is not 
love or for them. I love the mystery 
of God and how he does it all but I 
even more, just love God. 
 
I am so proud of our students, not 
because they are all rockstars; I am 
very proud of them all because they 
are trying to activate their faith, and 
the only way you activate your 

Continued on next page 

Thank you HSBC for all your love and 
smiles and cookies!!!! And support 
and more support…you are being 
used so much here among Truman 
students!  
 
NOVEMBER 2016  
 
“So, you see God as a malevolent God 
who has given you the keys to the 
house and is telling you to go out and 
start the car with those keys, basical-
ly?” Students response, “yeah.”  
 
So that was the middle of a conversa-
tion with myself and two students 
who used to be Christian but now 
describe themselves as atheist or ag-
nostic atheists. This conversation 
took place because they came to a 
panel this past week that we, the 
BSU, hosted for any Truman students 
to attend. The panel was our idea and 
we asked CCF, CRU, Newman Center 
and Momentum if they would want 
to join us, and ended up having CRU 
(campus crusade for Christ) partner 
with us to facilitate a night of tough 
questions from students.  
 
The panel had over 30 attend and 
covered in 1 ½ hours the questions of 
suffering, why is there hell, is every-
one’s views right which led to myself 
sharing why Jesus is the only way, 
and more questions than we could 
cover this night. Below is going to be 
a list of just a few of the other ques-
tions. And the feedback from those 
on the panel and those in the audi-
ence that stayed over an hour later 
talking and sharing, was that they 
want more time to keep hearing an-
swers and sharing thoughts. But if I 
could tell you when students the next 
day, and the CRU leader Mark, as 
they would ask me how the panel 



faith…is to love. Half of the people on 
the panel (the panelists) were stu-
dents. I love that-- because 98% of 
the audience (minus the calculus pro-
fessor that came to this and a couple 
others) were all Truman students. 
Our students are sharing hope in such 
visible public ways, from surveys to a 
panel (which we are planning 2 more 
in the new semester already), to the 
huge work they are doing in their 
small groups. To the big conversa-
tions they are having not in front of a 
microphone. The meals they are in-
viting others to and sharing love and 
hope. To the 1 ½ hour conversations 
they have with their friends room-
mate in her dorm room that night 
after the panel was done because she 
couldn’t come that night, is atheist, 
and wanted to ask them about it.  
 
The scriptures say that we should al-
ways be ready to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you for the reason 
for the hope that we have (1 Peter 
3:15). But that is assuming…they 
WANT TO ask you your thoughts. 
They actually think you care about 
them, want to listen, that you are 
somehow being known for love…and 
so they want to ask you.  
 
I love this is what is happening to our 
students. They are being asked. 
 
And they are not perfect, but they 
have an authentic relationship with 

God and they are intentional in trying 
to reach everyone. They may not be 
totally correct in everything some-
times, but they are trying to live faith-
ful lives and trying to be committed 
to love – to God.  
 
I love how the new believers we have 
seen over the years here (7 in the 
past 6 years) are so excited – they 
don’t know it all yet and gosh, some-
times are almost so wrong they are 
accidentally making statements that 
could be heresy just because they 
don’t how it all works…but that 
doesn’t deter them…because they 
know they have communion…that 
God loves them…that they have rela-
tionship with God…that they are all 
His and He is all theirs.  
 
And that is what we are going for, to 
reclaim the narrative that God is love 
and sees them as beautiful and that 
they matter to Him!  
 
I love that you all support us so 
much…and give us a real way to be a 
voice of hope in the wilderness here. 
Thank you everyone, God is using you 
to bless so many here so much and to 
help them see He is love…again… 
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 Have you started writing all 
your Christmas cards?  It can be a 
daunting task!  Lottie Moon is 
here to help! The Lottie Moon 
Christmas Post Office soon will be 
set up in the foyer to receive 
your Christmas cards to your 
church family. 

 

 Here’s how it works.  You 
bring  your Christmas cards for 
our church family and put them 
in the mailbox.  Then everyone 
checks the box each Sunday and 
collects their mail.  Whatever 
postage you would have spent to 
mail the cards via the United 
State Post Office, please donate 
that amount to the Lottie Moon 
Christmas offering for 
International Missions. 

 

 So, it’s very easy and the 
money goes to a very good 
cause.  Everyone loves to get 
mail, especially Christmas cards, 
so let’s all get busy addressing 
those cards!  Lottie Moon 
offering envelopes are in the 
pews and by the mailbox.   

 

 Merry Christmas from Lottie 
Moon!  

Greg Xander 
Campus Missionary 

greg.trumanbsu@gmail.com  
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Hamilton Street Baptist Church 
802 W. Hamilton 
Kirksville, MO  63501 
665-4633 hsbc@sbcglobal.net 
http://www.hamiltonstreet.org/ 

Bill Victor - Interim Pastor 
Jim Barnett - 8:30 am Music Minister  
Kevin Martin - 11:00 am Music Minister 
Tony Keene - Youth Minister 
Kay Shelby - Administrative Secretary 

SERVICE TIMES 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Traditional Worship 
 9:45 a.m. Small Groups 
 11:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship  
 5:00 p.m. Choir 
 6:00 p.m. Worship 
Wednesday Night Programming (ends December 7): 
 5:45 p.m. Dinner 
 6:30 p.m. Wednesday Night Programming 
Wednesday Night December 14 & 21: 
 6:00 p.m. Prayer 
 6:30 p.m. Adult Co-ed Bible Study / Youth 

L       king  Forward 

January 2 Office Closed 
January 7 Men’s Breakfast 
  Rosie’s Northtown Café 
January 28 Mobile Food Pantry Distribution 
 
February 4 Men’s Breakfast 
  Rosie’s Northtown Café 
February 25 Mobile Food Pantry Distribution 

Thursday  December 1 
6 PM Senior Songsters 

Saturday  December 3  
9 AM—NOON HSBC’s Great Christmas Give Away 

Sunday  December 4  
6 PM Hanging of the Greens 

Sunday  December 11  
8:30 AM Choir Cantata  

Sunday  December 18 
8:30 AM & 11 AM Celebration of the Lord’s Supper 

6 PM Children’s Christmas Program 

Saturday  December 24  
5 PM Candlelight Christmas Eve Service— 

More Contemporary  
6:30 PM Candlelight Christmas Eve Service— 

More Traditional  

Sunday  December 25 
10 am Worship  


