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       Worship Notes 
                – David Cook, interim music 

It is so easy to get caught up in the hustle and bustle of the 

season!  I was shocked to be watching a television show on 

October 31 and Christmas commercials were already being 

shown!  This past week (mid-November) I walked into 

WalMart and there was a sign with Santa holding a sign 

telling my how many more days til Christmas!  Society bombards us 

with the message of commercialism. It’s all about indulgence and society 

gives it’s “blessing” on it. Christmas is “sold” to us as a holiday without Christ, and Christians 

can get caught up in celebrating the holiday and missing its meaning.   

Part of the job description of the music minister is to encourage people in private worship at 

home. These devotions are part of the way that can help you in your own private time of 

worship.  What makes these devotions special, too, is that they are written by people at HSBC.  

These are people of all ages and from both services.  Take time and enjoy a devotional each 

day, and use the time to focus on Christ and what He means to us.  If there is a devotion that 

you particularly enjoyed, please let that person know. 

May these devotions help you focus on the meaning of Christmas! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sunday November 29, 2015 

By Wendy Kerby 

“Let everything that breathes praise the Lord.  Hallelujah!”  Psalms 150:6 

This verse is the last, of the last chapter, culminating a beloved book, known for 

praises…Psalms.  This ancient book dates back to times before the exodus, although our 

Savior’s coming was prophesied even then.  David wrote most of the Psalms, but the authorship 

isn’t an issue here because the message is so pivotal to all…everything that breathes!  This 

verse could be read separately, but I’m a firm believer in context, so read the entire chapter.  

What a picture of our holy God, and how to give Him praise!  When I read this chapter, I can’t 

help but think how deserving our God is of this complete praise.  Even then, our praise is 

measly compared to what He deserves and desires.  We were created for the purpose of 

praising God!  What a simple, beautiful verse to end such a beloved and important book! 

As an elementary teacher, this holiday season is an anticipated time (for students & families 

too) because of the holiday break  !  As a Christian teacher, this holiday is an anticipated time 

because of the increased opportunities to witness.  I’m particularly blessed to teach the grade 

level whose class novel for 2nd quarter is The Lion, The Witch, and The Wardrobe written by the 

well-known and respected (secularly and theologically), C.S. Lewis.  This fantastical story is a 

beautiful, intentional analogy of how Christ works in our world!  As the children and I read, I can 

share with them about Lewis’ life, beliefs and inspiration.  I can explicitly explain Aslan’s 

representation of Christ and entertain/encourage student conversations about their knowledge 

of the Bible from their own experiences (or lack thereof). 

In this novel, Lewis creates a mythology filled with imaginary/fantasy creatures who have a 

choice between serving good (embodied in a magnificent lion named Aslan) or evil.  Even the 

most fantastical creatures (fauns, dryads, centaurs, giants, etc.) in Lewis’ story bow a knee to 

Aslan and praise his loving and brave sacrifice.  Yes!  “Everything that breathes!  Hallelujah!”  

Please use every opportunity (books, movies, songs, etc.) to talk with children about Jesus!  

Use this season’s symbols and traditions to bring children’s attention to our Savior.  Our God is 

worth all of our praise.  Let us lead those around us to become part of the breathing gathering 

that brings “…praise to the Lord.  Hallelujah!”  

 

Pray: Please pray for Christian teachers in public schools.  Specifically, that they’ll see 

opportunities to witness and be brave enough to do so.  Pray that students will have open 

hearts and minds.  Thank you! 

 

 

 



Monday November 30, 2015 

By Dan Willis 

“Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” – 1 Peter 5:7 

As Christmas day approaches I can’t help but think that the holidays come around faster and 

faster.  What used to be a holiday to celebrate the birth of Jesus seems to have become a 

season, a time of giving gifts and having parties and get-togethers with no regard for Jesus.  I 

think we need to keep the main thing the main thing and remember that Jesus is the reason for 

the season. 

I remember a season where I leaned on Jesus for comfort.  My dad came down with cancer in 

December 2003. The doctor told him that with appropriate treatment that he had about 6-8 

months to live; without it he had about 6 months.  He chose the latter.  As his time got shorter 

and his health declining I got injured at work.  I was April 4 when I got caved in on at work.  My 

mom had died in 2000 so my dad didn’t have much going on.  He would come to Kirksville every 

day to feed his cows then stop by my house.  Vera would bring us dinner then go back to work.  

My dad I would sit around most of the afternoon.  Some days we would talk about the old days.  

Some days we would talk about the future.  Some days we would just sit and not talk much.  We 

became much closer through this time. 

James, the half-brother of Jesus, wrote “Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter 

various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.” – James 1:2-3  While I 

haven’t matured to the point of praying for more trials, I do understand the concept.  On the 

days we would sit quietly I would be praying for my dad and I’m sure he was praying for me.  I’m 

sure that all my prayers weren’t answered exactly and I can only speculate that his weren’t 

either, but the best advice I can give to believers is to keep praying. 

Pray: Ask God to help you keep praying – in the good and the bad times. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday December 1, 2015 

By Mandy Marshall 

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a lamp 

and put it under a basket, but on a stand and it gives light to all in the house.” 

                                                                                                              – Matthew 5:14-15 

Sometimes the comfort and relative safety offered by this community makes it feel as if the hope 

and the light I can offer as a Christian will pale in comparison to the seemingly joyful lives of 

those around me. I don’t really worry about where my or my neighbor’s next meal will come from 

or whether our family will be warm in the winter. My friends and coworkers regularly post their 

smiling photos with loved ones, new cars and exciting vacations. And yet Jesus isn’t telling me 

to be the light of the world when I think it may be useful, he is saying that by definition, as a 

follower and a seeker of his ways, I am the light of the world. And I have an obligation to allow 

that light to shine, not just for my own use under a basket but for everyone around me to see 

because really, our marriages are failing. Our discontentment is driving us to new levels of 

baseness. Outside the easily accessible and highly composed veneers we have constructed, 

there really is as much hurt and hopelessness as ever. Whether we are able to see it or not is 

irrelevant. Our task is to just find the biggest hill we can so as many people as possible can see 

the city that is set on it.   

I think Christmas gives us such great opportunities to shine this light in ways that may be more 

difficult throughout the rest of the year. We can serve in the community through bell ringing, 

soup kitchens and toy drives. It can be a time where we seek to honor God financially through 

controlled spending and generous giving. Or (with the true meaning of Christmas on our side) 

the subject of “religion” and “baby Jesus” may not feel quite as taboo in the work place or 

among non-Christian friends, which can allow for a transition into truly meaningful discussions 

about Christ’s work in our lives.  

This season I want to be truly intentional about not hiding the hope that I have found in Jesus. I 

think we should really encourage each other to pray about the opportunities to serve and to 

honor God this Christmas. He may have some insider knowledge on where the best hills are.   

Pray: Heavenly Father, let me shine Your light so that others may see You. 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday December 2, 2015 

By Vickie Rudd 

“Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful, and pray for us also that God may 

open a door for our message so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ for which I am in 

chains.  Pray that I may proclaim it clearly as I should.” – Colossians 4:2-4 

Reading this verse reminds me that we are to pray for those around us.  We need to be aware 

of people we come in contact with who may be going through difficult times or tough situations.  

We need to be ready to share our love and knowledge of Christ with people when the 

opportunity arises. 

Christmas is a time that is especially important for sharing God’s love with others.  So many 

people are depressed and lost during the Christmas season. 

I am expecting a new baby grandson whose due date isn’t until February, but due to 

complications he may come very early as a premie.  A lot of people have been praying for this 

little baby.  How important and special he is to my family and me already even though he isn’t 

here yet.  We need to remember how important and special that little baby was, born in a 

manger in that stable s long ago.  We need to pray for those around us who may  not know 

about Christ’s abundant love and pray that God will open the door for our message of his love to 

be heard also. 

Pray: As we enter this Christmas season may we be reminded of Christ’s love and may 

we always remember to pray for those who do not know of his love and mercy for us.  Be 

prayerful and thankful. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                              By Skyler Cook, age 7 



Thursday December 3, 2015 

By David Cook 

“May the words of my mouth and this mediation of my heart be pleasing in your sight, Lord, my 

Rock and my Redeemer.” – Psalm 19:14 

May the words of my mouth be pleasing to the Lord. Have we ever stopped to think about what 

we are saying?  Especially as we approach Christmas, are we talking about what we want to 

buy or what we hope someone will buy us or what we are going to be doing or how we have to 

do certain things and we are too stressed out?  Or are we talking about the Special Gift that 

came to us as baby, who then grew up and died on the cross. 

May the meditation of my heart be pleasing to the Lord. Have we ever stopped to think about 

what we are constantly thinking about?  Are we thinking about that gift we hope to find under the 

tree?  Or are we thinking about what I don’t have or wished I had and start to envy others?  Or 

do we realize that Christmas is about Christ, and all the other trappings of secular society and 

expectations that are pushed on us really don’t make a difference when compared to Christ? 

I remember one December 25th when I was in Russia.  Russia celebrates Christmas on January 

7; December 25 is just another day.  I was at school working, just like any other day. There 

weren’t the typical signs that we are used to seeing a month before Christmas, like trees and 

lights everywhere.  My last class finished at 7 o’clock and the students had been brutal!  I was 

sad and miserable – a combination of a bad day and missing the typical celebration that I was 

used to.  Needless to say that the words of my mouth, nor the meditation of my heart, was very 

pleasing to the Lord.  There was a knock at the door, and I looked up.  The janitor was there, 

and she said “Today’s a holiday in America, isn’t it?”  I told her it was.  She said “Merry 

Christmas” and went on her way.  Needless to say tears rolled down my eyes.  I then came to a 

realization about what was truly important about the holiday, and how I had let circumstances 

control my day. 

I was in an opposite situation that most of face today.  Usually the music, decorations and 

activities get our focus off the true meaning.  For me, it was the lack of music, decorations and 

activities that took my focus off of Christ.  Regardless of what we have or don’t have, let’s focus 

on what’s most important and dwell on that.  Christ is so much more than the decorations, or the 

presents, or the family that we may have or may not have with us!  Let’s not focus on what we 

don’t have, but focus on what truly matters – Christ! 

Pray: Ask God to help you examine your thoughts and your words.  Are your thoughts 

God pleasing?  What are we talking about most?  Is it pleasing to God?  Let our light 

shine brightly to the world around us so they will see the difference in us by the words 

we say and by where our thoughts are. 

 

 



Friday December 4, 2015 

By Lisa King 

“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you 

in Christ Jesus.” – 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Be joyful at all times.  Rick Warren said, “People think that life must be perfect for us to be happy.  If I could just 

change my situation, life would be great.  If I could just get rid of all my problems…. But there’s no such thing as a 

problem free life.  If you’re going to learn to be happy, joyful,  you must learn to be joyful in the situation, in the 

problems, in the experiences of life.”  Christians can be joyful at all times because their joy is in God. 

Prayer is communication with God.  Therefore, verse 17 tells us to always walk with God. We Christians have a direct 

route to talking to God.  Bowing your head and closing your eyes is how we are taught to pray.  These are outward 

signs of praying.  You can talk to God without these outward signs.  We can live every minute of the day talking with 

God.  The place of our prayer is not important.  The time of prayer is not important.  If you don’t know how to say 

something, just speak from the heart and He will listen.  He answers our prayers. 

God’s will is that we are always joyful, pray without ceasing, and in everything give thanks.  We have a bond with 

God.  He wants us to experience it every day. The poem below made the rounds via FaceBook: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We all have to deal with a lot of things we might not like, but the fact that we have them gives us reason to be 

thankful.  It is God’s will for us to be joyful, thankful and to talk to Him.  So during this Christmas season be thankful, 

joyful and know that God is near. 

Pray: Dear Heavenly Father, prepare our hearts at this special time of year when we celebrate Jesus’ 

birthday.  Thank you for that great gift.  During this Christmas season, help us to be the joyful and thankful 

people you would have us be.  Amen. 

I’m Thankful – author unknown 

… for the alarm that goes off in the morning hours,  because it means I am alive. 

… for weariness and aching muscles at the end of the day, because it means I have been capable of working hard. 

…for my shadow that watches me work, because it means I am out in the sunshine. 

…for the clothes that fit a little too snug, because it means I have enough to eat. 

… for the teenager who is complaining about doing dishes, because he is at home and not on the streets. 

… for the mess to clean up after a party, because it means I have been surrounded by friends. 

… for a lawn that needs mowing, windows that need cleaning and need fixing,  because it means I have a home. 

…for the lady at church who sings off key,  because it means that I can hear. 

…for all the complaining I hear about the government, because it means I have freedom of speech. 

… for the parking spot at the far end of the parking lot, because it means I am capable of walking and that I have been blessed with 

transportation. 

… for my huge heating bill, because it means I am warm. 

 



Saturday December 5, 2015 

By Charles Jackson 

“Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor 

about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than 

clothing?” – Matthew 6:25 

 

Jesus was laid in a borrowed manger after his birth.  He was raised in a poor family in a small 

backwater village.  Here we see Him extolling His listeners, during the Sermon on the Mount, to 

not be over consumed with worry about material things.  Jesus was a perfect example of one 

who fully trusted in God to meet His needs and had every need met.  Matthew Henry wrote that 

to worry about our physical needs can lead to distrustful, unbelieving thoughts about God’s 

ability to meet our needs. 

 

Jesus challenges us to keep our priorities straight.  Focus on our walk with God and God 

promises to meet our every need. Matthew 6:33  “But seek first the kingdom of God and His 

righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. “ 

 

In many ways don’t our modern Christmas practices seem to make a mockery of Jesus’ 

command to focus on the kingdom of God rather than our kingdoms of stuff and 

appearance?  Christmas is often the time to overeat, overdrink, overdress, overspend and 

overgive.  Perhaps it is time to say no to all the overindulgence of Christmas.  Perhaps it is time 

to focus more on the worship of Christmas and its Savior rather than the worship of the stuff of 

Christmas and its focus on the material. 

 

Pray: Lord, help us to remember the purpose of the Christmas season.  It was you giving the 

gift of a Savior.  On one hand so very simple, but on the other so profound and costly.  May we 

not allow the worry of the season to distract us from its true purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                    By Lily Martin age 14 



Sunday December 6, 2015 

By Bertha Crump 

“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and forever.” – Hebrews 13:8 

The Bible contains many mysteries and one of those is the mystery of who wrote the book of 

Hebrews.  There has been much speculation as to who the author was but he still remains 

anonymous to us.  God truly knows who the author was and if He wanted us to know, He would 

have told us.  The original readers obviously knew the author as evidenced in chapter 13:23. 

The most important things for us to know and is discussed in this book is Christ’s superiority and 

the importance of our faith in Him. 

There is no doubt, our country has seen and is seeing troublesome times.  Our society has 

become so affluent we sometimes don’t even realize there are poor people around us.  When I 

was a child everyone was “hard up” but most of us were not even aware of that fact.  Christmas 

was a time of school plays, church programs, gift exchanges, sled riding parties, etc.  Life was 

much simpler.  How times have changed.  Children today expect and receive expensive gifts 

they soon lose interest in and complain they are bored.  We were never bored, even without TV, 

cell phones, computers, etc.  We had lessons to get and we learned ho to add, multiply, divide 

and subtract without a calculator.  We also learned to write in cursive.  Our times definitely have 

changed but praise God, Jesus Christ never changes. 

Pray: Remember, Christ hasn’t changed, even though the expectations for the holidays have.  

Take time to focus on our unchanging Savior, and ask Him to help you keep your focus on Him 

during this Christmas time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                By Jessica Martin 



Monday December 7, 2015 

By John Kues 

“Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything.  Tell God what you need, and thank 

Him for all he has done.” – Philippians 4:6 

God carries our burdens so don’t stress about anything; easier said than done.  It should be 

easy if we have daily dialog with Him.  Our conversations with Him should be heartfelt and 

sincere.  Do we actually get down on our knees and thank him for all the blessings He has given 

us or do we just have a quick and casual visit with Him?  Is it meaningful? Do we tell Him all of 

our needs? Are we grateful?  Questions to ponder. 

Application:  The Perfect Gift                                                                                                             

“What’s in that scarlet box?” said Johnny to his little brother Freddy and older sister Barbie as 

they were sitting by the Christmas tree.  “I think it’s a bike!” said little Freddy.  “I think it’s a 

baseball!” said Johnny.  “Maybe it’s a doll for me!” Barbie said. “Let’s pray it’s something that we 

really need” they said.  The siblings were earnest in their efforts; getting on their knees praying 

with open hearts in a childlike and humbling manner and pleasing to the Lord.  

On Christmas morning they opened the scarlet box with excitement!  Inside the box were three 

small beyond brilliant white cloths; one for each.  It was so bright that it was hard to see.  They 

immediately got down on their knees again in earnest prayer and gave thanks for their perfect 

gift. 

You see that scarlet box represented Jesus Christ shedding His Blood on the cross for all of our 

sins.  The brilliant white cloth represents the wiping of all our sins that He puts on Himself.  

These siblings accepted Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  As a result of this they received the 

“Perfect Gift”. 

Pray: Lay your burdens on Christ.  He wants it this way. Let Him do the worrying. I challenge 

you to pray daily. Are you earnest in your prayers? Do you tremble when you pray? Are you 

specific in what you pray for? Are you truly thankful for all that He has given you? I challenge 

you to pray this way.  You may be surprised that He may just answer you in His own time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday December 8, 2015 

By Laura Brown 

“For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord.  “They are plans for good and not for 

disaster, to give you a future and a hope.” – Jeremiah  29:11 

Jeremiah was a prophet who was faithful even though he didn’t see very many positive results.  

Most of the kings during his lifetime turned away from God and led God’s people away from Him 

as well.  Often we think we know what is best for us but we cannot see the future the way God 

can.  God created us and knew us from before we were born and probably understands us 

better than we understand ourselves most of the time.  God’s plans for us are always good.  

This doesn’t mean we will not encounter bad things in life but God will be there to lead us 

through them. 

God knew all the things Jesus would have to go through in his lifetime.  From a human 

perspective a lot of it seems very bad but it was for our good.  God knew many people would 

not accept Jesus but He had a plan for Jesus and for us through Jesus.  Even though that plan 

(which included Jesus’ death on the cross) seemed unsuccessful to many, it was to give us a 

future and a hope.  At Christmas we remember the beginning of God’s plan through Jesus, his 

birth in Bethlehem.   

Just this week we found out Dana is going to have to have his right knee replaced again just 15 

months after he had it done the first time.  We don’t know why this is but we know that God has 

a plan and it is for good not for disaster.  We also know that God will be with us in this situation 

just as He has in other trials in the past. 

Pray: As we pray we should seek God’s plan for our lives.  We should remember that God’s 

plans are for good and not for disaster.  Pray that God would help us to be open to His plans 

and not just our own. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday December 9, 2015 

By Kevin Martin 

“So he answered me, ‘This is the word of the LORD to Zerubbabel: “Not by strength or by might, 

but by My Spirit,” says the LORD of Hosts” – Zechariah 4:6 

Zerubbabel is the governor over Judah as the nation of Israel was returning from captivity under 
the rule of the Persians, and under him the second temple was built.  The Book of Zechariah 
contains prophecies given to Zechariah, the early chapters of which deal with the governor 
Zerubbabel and the current high priest, Joshua.  The message in Zechariah 4:6 is to be given to 
Zerubbabel as both an encouragement and a command as he sets about the monumental task 
before him of rebuilding the nation of Judah as a whole and specifically the temple to the Lord 
that served as both its greatest sign of national identity, and the clearest visible reminder to the 
Israelites of who they served as their God and Lord. 
 
Every year it seems that the Christmas season is a great undertaking for us.  The time, effort, 
money, and stress that is collectively poured into creating the ‘Christmas Experience’ for our 
families and close friends is incalculable.  What is it that we ultimately accomplish?  What 
remains from Christmases past that you hold on to as being of lasting worth?  “Not by money, 
nor by effort, yet by My Spirit,” says the Lord.  Zerubbabel was given the clear message that 
only through God’s hand would the nation and temple be restored.  Only through God’s 
protection would the nation stand.  Only in God’s provision would the people receive what they 
truly need.  And yet every Christmas season passes with little thought spent by myself to 
praying to God for guidance as to what his children entrusted to my care, whether children, 
family, or church body, need to receive as a gift this season.  I can identify the physical needs 
(and the entertainment wants are no secret), yet rarely can I discern the spiritual needs without 
guidance from the One that knows all our hearts.  It is clear from scripture and experience what 
this world, and we, need.  How much of the Love of Christ is reflected in our decorating efforts 
that we display for the world to look upon in awe?  How would you say the balance fares in your 
family between passing out tangible gifts and passing down and sharing lasting traditions that 
keep the focus of the celebration on the reason we have to celebrate at all?  If the Spirit of the 
Lord of Hosts is not present when we pour our strength and might into creating our Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day, how can it stand against influence of worldly desires to give lasting 
value? 
 
Pray: As the day draws near, pray that God would reveal to you what gift He would have 
bestowed upon His child - who may be your child, your spouse, your neighbor, your friend, or 
the person who sits among our body who appears to have none of the above – and take time in 
prayer to reflect on what parts of our ‘Christmas Experience’ have lasting value.  Ask God where 
His Spirit would like to come and join us as we celebrate this season, and let us see if a 
Christmas ‘by His Spirit’ brings about more joy than a Christmas built by our own hands. 
 

 

 

 



Thursday December 10, 2015 

By Geraldine Rowland 

“Let your light shine before men that they may see your good works and glorify your Father 

which is in heaven.” – Matthew 5:16 

This verse is part of the scripture known as the Sermon on the Mount, which includes the 

Beatitudes.  To fully understand this verse, one must include the preceding verses. “Ye are the 

light of the world.  A city that is set on a hill cannot be hid.  Neither do men light a candle, and 

put it under a bushel, but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house.  Let 

your light shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is 

in heaven.”  Matthew 5:14-16.  The world we live in is filled with darkness, evil and despair.  We 

as individuals like to think that we have accomplished and have attained so much.  But how 

much have we accomplished in life?  What do we really own?  Of ourselves – nothing.  All that 

we have actually belongs to God.  He has made us stewards over what He has given us.  

Colossian 1:16 says: “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in 

earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: 

all things were created by him and for him. (my underlining)  God has given us everything, so it 

is foolish for us to begin thinking we are pretty important because we have accomplished so 

much by ourselves.  “For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in 

your spirit, which are God’s.” 1 Corinthians 6:20. 

When the majority of the world thinks of Christmas, what comes to mind?  Bright shining lights?  

Huge Christmas trees?  Pretty wrapped packages under that tree (with most of them with our 

names on them)? Lots of snow and happy parties?  The upcoming Christmas season gives us 

opportunities to glorify God.  At the check out counter when the clerk says, “Happy Holidays,” or 

“Season’s Greetings,” we should reply “Merry Christmas!”  After all, we are not celebrating us; 

we are commemorating the birth of Jesus who left the glories of heaven to dwell on earth; the 

earth He created. We should radiate the light of Christ to the world around us.  After all, our 

actions or our words are the only scriptures that they see or hear.  Therefore, we should be 

caredul that what we do or say glorifies God.  Then the people around us can see our good 

deeds and give praise and glory to the Father who has given us all things.  The Apostle Paul 

wrote, “ … whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 1 Corinthians 10:31b.  Our original 

verse admonishes us to be light in the world for God so that He will be glorified.  He, and He 

only, deserves the praise, honor and glory. 

Pray: Ask that whatever we do in our lives, our thoughts, deed and actions, will be to the honor 

and glory of our Father who is in heaven. 

 

 

 



Friday December 11, 2015 

By Sasha Cook 

“They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in 

white stood beside them.  ‘Men of Galilee,’ they said, ‘why do you stand here looking into the 

sky?  This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same 

way you have seen him go into heaven.” – Acts 1:10-11 

As most of you know, I am from Russia.  In the 1930’s, Stalin banned the celebration of 

Christmas.  To appease the people, he put all the symbols of Christmas except for Christ and 

put it on New Year’s.  People put up New Year’s trees, gave New Year cards, and Grandfather 

Frost (the Russia version of Santa) came on New Year’s.  When Christmas was celebrated, it 

became a purely religious holiday without all the secular trappings that we have here in 

America.  Those who chose to celebrate Christmas were either Believers or people who were 

seeking – everyone else just ignored it.  In some ways it was easier to celebrate Christmas in 

Russia than here in America because the religious and secular aren’t mixed together. 

We are approaching the celebration of Christmas.  It is a celebration of one of the most 

important events in the history of mankind.  If Jesus Christ had not come to the earth to fulfill the 

will of the Heavenly Father, our relationship with God would have been totally different than it is 

now.  We live during the time of grace.  We all know what happened during the time of His birth, 

but too often we lose our focus and trade eternal values with temporary one, such as presents, 

friends, family, etc.  It is important, but if we look at it through eyes of eternity, then it takes 

second place. 

During the time of Christ’s birth, angels appeared to shepherds and gave the great news: “A 

Savior has been born!”  In Acts 1: 10-11 the angels appeared to the disciples and said that 

Jesus would come again.  Jesus will come again to take His people to Himself.  Jesus Christ 

came to us more than 2000 years ago and He will come again.  Are we living today in 

expectancy of His second coming?  Are we able to say “Come quickly, Lord!”?  Or has our focus 

been changed off of eternal values to temporary ones?  Is our life here on earth and the 

temporal things we have more important than eternity with Christ?  Our eternal life, eternity with 

God, begins here when we have been born from above. 

Pray: Lord, please help me lose my focus.  Help me stay faithful.  At this time that we celebrate 

Christmas help me remember that Jesus will come again and help me expect His second 

coming here on Earth.  Help me remember that at the end of our life here on earth we won’t be 

able to take anything with us except for our relationship with Jesus Christ.  

 

 

 



Saturday December 12, 2015 

By Lana Brown 

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.  

For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him whom knocks the door will be 

opened.” – Matthew 7:7-8 

Jesus directs me to “Ask…Seek…Knock…”; and he proclaims the result – “receive 

…find…doors will open.”  Jesus was sitting on the hillside teaching his disciples how to live the 

blessed life.  Here we are, centuries later, sitting in our easy chairs listening to Jesus teach us 

how to live the blessed life in this Christmas season.  He instructed us to ask, seek and knock.  

Let’s ponder that for a minute. 

If I could ask for just one thing, what would it be?  There are many possibilities, but consider 

– “Come Lord Jesus”. (Rev 22:20)  Come, here at Christmas time, in a new and fresh way to my 

heart.  Speak to and come to the lives of those who do not know the peace, security and 

satisfaction you give.  And, yes, come soon and take us to live with you eternally in perfect 

peace.  (Stop now and consider what one thing what would be the most important thing for you 

to ask today.) 

 

If I could seek just one thing, what would it be?  If I would seek to fulfill Micah 6:8, I believe He 

would be pleased.  If I would seek – really seek – to act justly, to love mercy and to walk humbly 

with God, what change would there be in my behavior, my spirit and my daily communion with 

Him?  (Stop and consider what you really seek the most in any given 24-hour period.  Is that the 

most important thing? What do you need to really seek today if you are going to claim that you 

walk with Him?) 

If I could knock on only one door, what door might be best? In these days of troubled times – 

both home and abroad – in our individual families and our larger church family – what door 

would I like to see opened?  What is the greatest need among us?  Perhaps Micah 7:7 speaks 

to all the issues we face: “But as for me, I watch in hope for the Lord, I wait for my God and 

Savior; my God will hear me.” (Today I am really going to “watch” for the Lord; “wait” for God to 

reveal Himself to me; resist the urge to hurry off to the “normal”; instead spend some time 

watching, waiting and listnening.) 

As you close this devotion today, pray for: God to clearly to tell you what you, personally, 

should ask Him for; what you, personally, need to seek; what door you, personally, should 

knock on today.  Have faith that as you take care of today, tomorrow will take care of itself.  The 

hustle and bustle of tomorrow need not choke out today’s life with the Savior – unless you 

choose for that to happen.  Determine in your heart today to ask, seek and knock; and as you 

go, notice when you receive, when you find, when the door opens to you. 

 



Sunday December 13, 2015 

By Katie Bolman 

“And whatever you do, whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 

thanks to God the Father through him.” – Colossians 3:17 

In the preceding passage, Paul petitions members of the church to live holy lives, to “clothe 

yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience,” and to “let the 

peace of Christ rule in your hearts.” He outlines some of the holy acts and dispositions that will 

reflect Christ in our lives. However, throughout all of this it is important to recognize and honor 

God’s place at the center of each good thought, word, or deed.  

When I was growing up, I spent a lot of time at Christmas giving and receiving thanks: I thanked 

my parents for the gifts under the tree, the neighbors for coming over to celebrate, my 

grandparents for making a Christmas eve dinner, and much more. My relatives similarly thanked 

me for the gifts I gave them. Maybe you have experienced something similar. Each of these 

“thank you’s” was important, but even more important is taking a step back and thanking God 

for each opportunity He has given us to give and receive.  

As we move into the Christmas season, the “season of giving” we will have a great many 

opportunities to show the love of Christ to our neighbors and to join together in appreciation of 

our heavenly father. Let’s take this opportunity to be ambassadors of peace and goodwill, not 

for ourselves, but in Jesus’ name.  

Pray: Father, You have given me so much, and I realize that all I have comes from You.  Help 

me an ambassador of peace and goodwill to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Cedric Cook age 7 

 



Monday December 14, 2015 

By Elsie Rudd 

“For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind.” 
                                                                                   – 2 Timothy 1:7 
 
In the verse before this, Paul is encouraging Timothy to “stir up” (like stirring a fire so the flames 
restart) his spiritual gifts, given by the Holy Spirit. Here Paul talks about those gifts. They are not 
given with fear, but with power or strength. That strength is not only for the use of the spiritual 
gifts for others, but to stand under pressure, and to resist temptation. The Spirit also gives these 
gifts in love, not only is this love for us, but the Spirit empowers Christians to love others. 
Finally, the Spirit works in us a “sound mind,” or self-control, or “self-governance.” We are left to 
neither our own whims nor temptations of the world; we are able to make choices, hopefully 
God honoring choices, about what we do. 
  
Christmas can be a time of me-centeredness and too much of things - sweets, dinners, things to 
do, holiday displays, even gifts. This verse would suggest a very different approach to 
Christmas. The Spirit has empowered us to do good, to think of others and their needs, and to 
make thoughtful decisions about how we celebrate the birth of Christ. It is a time to notice those 
people God puts in our path, see them through the love in God’s eyes, and reach out to them. I 
grew up with four siblings, but my dear mother often had more than the seven of us at the table. 
There could be a neighbor who lived alone, someone from the factory who didn’t have family to 
be with, other kids who needed a better situation. She seemed to have a partnership with God 
to take care of those He sent her way. We are empowered - are we ready to use that power as 
God intends? 
  
Pray: Ask God to show you how He would have you use your spiritual gifts for the benefit of 
others this holiday season. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By Alyson Keene 

age 16 

 



Tuesday December 15, 2015 

By Amber Lupton 

“In every way I’ve shown you that by laboring like this, it is necessary to help the weak and to 

keep in mind the words of the Lord Jesus, for He said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to 
receive.” – Acts 20:35 

Paul was writing to Theophilus. Unfortunately, there is not much known about who Theophilus 
was. Some of the possibilities are that he was Luke's patron, or that the name Theophilus 
(which means "lover of God") is being used universally as a reference to all Christians 

This Christmas season our church has had and continues to have opportunities to help the 
weak. Take advantage of that! 

 When I was a single mom I didn't have a lot of extra funds to do things for my kids. I was so 
blessed when it was time for church camp one year and I really didn't have the money for Tara 
to go. Someone from our church paid her way. I, to this day don't  know who it was but it 
continues to feel my heart with joy that people love each other around here and share in any 
way they can.  

Let's pray that we try our best this Christmas season to be a blessing to others. You may never 
know how the little thing you do may continue to bless people for years and knowing that it is 
more blessed to give than receive, you will not only feel good being able to help others now,,, 
you will also have a heavenly blessing to come!  

Pray: Father, help me be in tune to those who are in need.  Help me be a blessing to others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday December 16, 2015 

By Pam Barnett 

“But the Lord is in his holy temple; let all the earth be silent before him.” – Habakkuk 2:20 

Habakkuk is one of the minor prophets and is unique in its style.  Rather than speaking to the 

people on God’s behalf, Habakkuk spoke to God on behalf of the people.  He deals with the 

problem of understanding God’s ways.  But Habakkuk learned to trust and live by his faith in 

God.    

This verse tells us that the Lord is in his holy temple and the earth should be silent before him.  

It’s hard sometimes to just be silent and listen for God to speak.  During this hectic and 

sometimes chaotic Christmas season, take time to stop and be silent.  Listen for God’s still, 

small voice.  I especially love to go outside after a snowfall and stand and listen to the silent 

world around me.  All is quiet.  The earth is white with new-fallen snow that is crisp and clean.  

It’s at that time that I thank God for who He is and what He has done for me. 

This Christmas season when we look at the pictures of the baby Jesus in the manger 

surrounded by Mary and Joseph, remember that yes, he came to earth to save us, but now he 

is in his holy temple.  And one day we as Christians will join him there.  Be silent and listen! 

Pray: Lord, help me be silent before You.  Help me make time to be quiet and listen to what 

You may have to say to me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                          By Tessa Martin, age 9 



Thursday December 17, 2015 

By Michael Marmonstein 

“And behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me, to give every man according as his work 

shall be.  I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end, the first and the last.” 

                                                                                                            – Revelation 22:12-13 

The passage tells us that the Lord will come back to the world and give everyone what they 

deserve.  The reward corresponds to the work.  The Bible has a lot to say about the work we do 

and what we deserve:  “There is no one righteous; no, not one” (Romans 3:10), “All have sinned 

and fallen short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). “The Wages of sin is death” (Romans 

6:23a). In our sinful condition, we deserve death.  God is the “Alpha” and “Omega”.  He is the 

beginning, the Creator of all things in this universe.  But he is also the end.  He will decide the 

eternal destination of all people. 

 

 The Christmas season should be a season of forgiveness.  As a musical composition 

student at Truman State University, I built a close relationship with my composition professor.  

Every week, he would carefully look at my work, critique it, and help me refine it. When possible, 

he attended every one of my recitals.  To my shame, around Christmas time, I forgot about one 

of his recitals, and did not attend.  He was extremely disappointed; afterward I felt a terrible 

guilt. Once he forgave me, however, the relief was incredible. The Christmas story is God’s gift 

of forgiveness of all - the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes later would be sacrificed, shedding 

his blood to cover our sin; we would no longer need to receive the consequences of what we 

deserve; our sins are wiped clean away from the records of the Alpha and the Omega and we 

are declared not guilty. Because we have been given so great a gift, we should share it with 

others and follow God’s example of forgiveness.  Like my professor, we should forgive others 

who cause us harm, offense, or disappointment. Forgiveness is such a key part of the true spirit 

of Christmas. 

 

Pray: Thank God for all those in your life who forgive you unconditionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday December 18, 2015 

By Joe Schesvold 

“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and 

with all your mind, and love your neighbor as yourself.” – Luke 10:27 

This passage is quoted form the Old Testament in Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviticus 19:18.  I also 

appears in Matthew 22: 36-40 and Mark 12: 28-34.  The Matthew passage is in our church 

constitution along with Matthew 28:18-20 as the purpose of our church. 

In our Luke passage it is quoted by an expert in the law in response to Jesus asking him what 

the law says about what one must do to inherit eternal life.  The man then asked Jesus “Who is 

my neighbor?”  Jesus responded by telling him the story of the good Samaritan. 

We must all agree that all of us, whether saved or lost, fall short of the standard set forth in Luke 

10:27.  Jesus, however, did live up to that standard.  That is the reason that He came down 

from heaven to live among sinful man, and which we celebrate at Christmas time.  This is 

explained to us in scripture. 

The passage to which I am referring is Philippians 2: 5-11.  I will record here only verses 5,6 

and 7.  “Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus, who, being in the very nature 

of God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, 

taking the very form of a servant, being made in human likeness.” 

Because He lived that perfect life while living here on earth, He was qualified to give us His life 

as a sacrifice for our sins, and we can gain eternal life by placing our faith in Him and His 

finished work. 

Pray: Ask God to help you to have the same attitude as that of Christ Jesus, so that your love 

for God and others will increase, and it will be evident in your attitude and actions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Saturday December 19, 2015 

By Ben Austic 

“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt should lose its taste, how can it be made salty? It’s 

no longer good for anything but to be thrown out and trampled on by men.”– Matthew 5:13 

We need to know at least three important things about salt in order to understand this verse. 

First, salt gives food flavor. Second, salt is a preservative to keep meat from spoiling. You can 

imagine how important that was before refrigeration existed! Without it, meat would quickly 

become putrified (I like to say this word with my nose wrinkled… PEW-trified). Lastly, God made 

a “covenant of salt” with Israel’s priests. The Levite priests were the only people allowed to 

come near to the presence of the Lord in the tabernacle. They served as mediators between 

God and the people. In Numbers 18:19 God says, “I give to you and to your sons and daughters 

all the holy contributions that the Israelites present to the Lord as a permanent statute. It is a 

permanent covenant of salt before the Lord for you as well as your offspring.” In other words, 

God made an unconditional promise to provide for the priests as they served Him on the 

people’s behalf. 

 

What does all this mean for us as followers of Christ? First, we are flavor in the world. We are 

an important ingredient! If we don’t do our job- if we have no flavor- then the dish will not taste 

good! God sprinkles us throughout the world expecting us to be salty. But if we’re not salty, 

we’re no good for anything! Second, Christ’s followers are also the preservative in a world that 

would otherwise quickly spoil. Have you ever seen road kill that had been dead for several 

days? It smells awful and it’s crawling with maggots and flies! Ew! That’s the picture of what the 

world is like without the peace and love of Christ through His followers. When we tell His truth in 

love, we keep the world from spoiling from confusion and hatred. Finally, as followers of Christ 

we are to act like priests in accordance with the “covenant of salt.” If we are salt, we will come 

into God’s presence on behalf of all people. 1 Peter 2:9 says Christians are “a chosen race, a 

royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for His possession,” called by God to “proclaim the 

praises of the One who called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” We are His salt for 

this world in the same way that the Levite priests were the salt for Israel. 

 

Each year at Christmas, we Christians have a tremendous opportunity to be salty! We can show 

God’s love by giving gifts! We can tell God’s truth as we sing Christmas songs! We can serve 

the less fortunate! Pray that God would give you opportunities to share His love and truth with 

someone who needs it. Prepare yourself to be a priest for Him- look for ways to serve Him by 

serving people. This world is dying for hope. Christ is Hope. Go! Tell it on the mountain that 

Jesus Christ is born! 

 

Pray: Heavenly Father, help me to be “salty” today! 



Sunday December 20, 2015 

By Tabitha Cleaver 

“Though the fig tree does not bud and there are no grapes on the vines, though the olive crop 

fails and the fields produce no food, though there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle in the 

stalls, yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior. – Habakkuk 3: 17-18 

These verses from Habakkuk are a reminder in time of loss and time of less to remember to be 

grateful in the One that truly matters.  It is easy with so many distractions in our modern culture 

to be consumed in the things we want and things we think we need.  It is too easy to forget that 

right in front of us is what we truly need, and it costs us nothing, but was at the expense of our 

innocent Savior.   

Christmas time is the time to reflect on the joy of our Savior coming into this world even though 

the circumstances, like in the verse above, were not easy.  Imagine the overwhelming worry that 

Mary and Joseph felt as they learned of their son!  Mary becoming pregnant before marriage 

and Joseph taking a wife that was already with child!  However, their fears and worries were set 

aside because they each chose to “rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior.”  The 

angel of the Lord calmed their fears and they rejoiced knowing that He was the long prophesied 

Savior coming into the world, born from God to save mankind.  At Christmas I know that I can 

easily be distracted by an overwhelming “to do” list!  Presents to buy and wrap, parties to plan, 

decorations to hang, meals to prepare and countless other things that end up consuming my 

Christmas season to where I often feel exhausted and unfulfilled.  If I choose to keep 

CHRISTmas is my heart, “I will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in God my Savior” and the 

Savior who was sent to save me. 

Pray:  Pray to not let the distractions of the Christmas season take away from the joy and 

celebration of Christ being born into our world.  Help us keep focused on rejoicing in the Lord, 

always. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                         By Makai Martin, age 6 



Monday December 21, 2015 

 

“But those who wait upon the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on wings like eagles; 

they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not faint.”      – Isaiah 40:31  

Do you sometimes find yourself worn out from everything that needs to be done?  There are 

presents to be bought and wrapped, and then there are Christmas dinners and parties, etc.  

How much is truly expected of us and how much do we place upon ourselves because we want 

to keep up with the Joneses, so to say? 

Could some of our tiredness be because we haven’t spent time with the Lord?  It’s interesting 

that the verse says that when we wait on the Lord, our strength will be renewed. Have you ever 

thought about what it means to wait?  A waiter is someone who is serving your table and 

making sure that things go as you desire.  When we wait on the Lord, we are looking to Him to 

make sure we are doing the things that He desires. When we wait, we see things the way He 

sees things.  We start to make His priorities our priorities.  We begin to see that some of the 

things that we once thought were so important become not so important. 

It’s difficult to find that time with the Lord, but it is so important to do.  Turn off the TV.  Turn off 

the music.  Tell the kids to play quiet games.  Go into another room or lock yourself in the 

bathroom and spend some time with God.  Wait til the kids are in bed then light a candle, fix a 

cup of coffee, sit by the lighted Christmas tree and just be still and wait on Him.  Tell Him your 

burdens, and ask Him for strength.  Ask Him to help us keep our sanity in the craziness of 

Christmas.  

Pray: Lord, give me strength.  Help me to make Your priorities my priorities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday December 22, 2015 

 

“Continue to remember those in prison as if you were together with them in prison, and those 

who are mistreated as if you yourselves were suffering.” – Hebrews 13:3 

The author of Hebrews was most likely thinking about fellow Christians who were put in jail 

because of their faith.  Many were being mistreated and suffering.  Today around the world 

there are people who are suffering for the faith.  Their lives are in danger. 

The following was posted on Voice of the Martyrs on October 13, 2015:  

 
After stating their names and where they were from, three Assyrian Christians wearing orange 
jumpsuits were shot in the back of the head as they knelt in the desert sand. The next scene of 
a video released by the self-proclaimed Islamic State (ISIS) on Oct. 7 shows three additional 
Assyrian brothers in Christ kneeling before the bodies lying in the bloody sand. As the masked 
ISIS fighters stand behind them with pistols in their right hands, the men share their names and 
the middle one, pointing at the bodies, declares “Our fate is the same as these if you do not take 
proper procedure for our release.” Before stating their name, each hostage said “I am Nasrani,” 
a derogatory Muslim term for Christians.  
 
The execution of the three men, Dr. Abdulmasih Enwiya, Basam Michael and Ashur Abraham, 
took place Sept. 23 – a day Muslims celebrate the “Festival of the Sacrifice.” 
The Assyrian Christians were among the 253 villagers who were abducted seven months ago in 
northeastern Syria’s Hasaka province, where ISIS militants attacked 35 Assyrian villages along 
the Khabur River.  Of those originally abducted, ISIS released 48 elderly and child hostages. 
ISIS is demanding $50,000 for each of the nearly 200 remaining hostages. 
 

While we are celebrating the birth of Christ, there are many around the world who cannot 

celebrate. There will be others who will “observe” the birth of Christ by their martyrdom. 

Pray:  Pray for those in other countries who are persecuted for their faith.  While we don’t know 

their names, God does.  Pray that they will remain faithful and that through their testimony 

others will come to the faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Wednesday December 23, 2015 

 

“If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 

and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will 

heal their land.” – 2 Chronicles 7:14 

This verse is a challenge for us to pray.  We are to pray not just for our needs, but to earnestly 

seek God’s will in the world.  We humble ourselves because we are not praying our will, but 

what God desires. (let’s face it, it’s easier not to pray).  We turn from our wicked ways of what 

self wants and look to what God wants.  God will hear and bring healing to the land.  Listen to 

this story from the International Mission Board posted this fall: 

In 2007, the IMB told the story of the Udmurt people, an unreached, unengaged people group in 

Russia. Many SBC churches began to pray for God to move powerfully amongst the Udmurt 

people. In 2009, SBC churches sent two families 700 miles east of Moscow, to Udmurtia. They 

begin studying the language and developing and implementing a church planting strategy.  

 

In early 2012, those families were in an Udmurt village prayer walking and sharing the Gospel 

with anyone who would talk with them. They met a lady named Alyona* who, after hearing the 

Gospel, began to weep and said that she and her husband, Dmitri*, had been studying the Bible 

but didn’t understand it. She asked if our families would help them study the Bible. After a 

couple of years of SBC churches praying for the couple, Dmitri and Alyona accepted Jesus and 

began reaching families in their neighborhood! In the fall of 2014, a group of 18 people gathered 

in a home and began studying the hope found in Christ. 

 

On May 24th of this year, the group gathered as usual and the lesson covered the question, 

“What is a local Church?” At the end of the lesson, one of the group members asked, “Why 

should we not be a church?” That evening, 11 baptized believers identified themselves as a 

local church. Praise God that Alyona and Dmitri were two of the 11! 

 

Praise God for how He has already answered prayers on behalf of the Udmurt people and 

continue to pray for many more disciples in Udmurtia. 

Pray:  Praise God for this new little church that has started!  Pray that other churches will be 

started around the world.  Praying for others around the world doesn’t always come easily, but 

ask God to humble you and seek His will for the world. 

 

 

 

 



Thursday December 24, 2015 

 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways 

submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” – Proverbs 3:5-6 

Trusting God – so easy to say, yet so hard to do.  Lottie Moon was one of those dear saints who 

went to China 1873-1912.  She was one who trusted the Lord in everything she did.  Below are 

some quotes that challenge us all to trust the Lord even more. 

"Is not the festive season when families and friends exchange gifts in memory of The Gift 

laid on the altar of the world for the redemption of the human race, the most appropriate 

time to consecrate a portion from abounding riches and scant poverty to send forth the good 

tidings of great joy into all the earth?" - Sept. 15, 1887, Tungchow 

"A young man should ask himself not if it is his duty to go to the heathen, but if he may dare 

stay at home. The command is so plain: ‘Go.’” - Nov. 1, 1873, Tungchow 

"Oh! That my words could be as a trumpet call, stirring the hearts of my brethren and sisters 

to pray, to labor, to give themselves to this people. ... We are now, a very, very few feeble 

workers, scattering the grain broadcast according as time and strength permit. God will give 

the harvest; doubt it not. But the laborers are so few. Where we have four, we should have 

not less than one hundred. Are these wild words? They would not seem so were the church 

of God awake to her high privilege and her weighty responsibilities." -Nov. 11, 1878, Pingtu 

"The needs of these people press upon my soul, and I cannot be silent. It is grievous to 

think of these human souls going down to death without even one opportunity of hearing the 

name of Jesus. … Once more I urge upon the consciences of my Christian brethren and 

sisters the claims of these people among whom I dwell. Here I am working alone in a city of 

many thousand inhabitants, with numberless villages clustered around or stretching away in 

the illuminate distance: how many can I reach?"   - Oct. 3, 1887, Pingtu 

Pray:  There are many missionaries who serve around the world.  Pray for them as they 

observe Christmas separated from family and the traditions that they love so dearly.  Also, pray 

that God will call up more missionaries to go to the world and share the joy of Christ. 

 

 

 

 

 



Friday December 25, 2015 

 

“After they (the Magi) had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen 

when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was.  When they 

saw the star, they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother 

Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped him.  Then they opened their treasures and 

presented him with the gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.” – Matthew 2:9-11 

Christ is born!  In the midst of presents, feasting and being with friends and family, take time to 

be quiet and remember that the reason for the festivities is that God sent His Son as a little child 

to be born in a manger, who would grow up and die on the cross for our sins.  The Magi came 

and brought Him presents.  The understood His birth was so important that they traveled a long 

ways just to see the child.  We don’t have to travel, but are we willing to give up some of our 

time to spend with Him today? 

Pray: Father, thank you for Jesus.  Thank you for sending Him to earth.  Let me not take this 

season for granted, nor let me forget You on this very important day. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       By Asher Martin, age 8 


