
This is indeed a time for courageous people to stand up 
for what’s right. More than a decade has come and gone by since 
September 11, 2001. Life before and after the horrific events on that day 
has for all time been altered. Amidst the tragedies of that day emerged 
some courageous stories of individuals putting their own lives in danger in 
attempts to rescue others.  

 

From the book of Judges there was a judge by the name of Shamgar. 
(Judges 3:31 & 5:6) He emerged for his time as a person of courage. He 
defeated 600 Philistines with a farm tool referred to in Scripture as an ox-
goad. No, he was not a warrior but he was a man of courage, standing for 
what was right and thus an encourager to others. What could we possibly 
learn to apply in our lives from this judge of another time?  

 

 Use your ABILITY to make a difference. 

 ACCEPT the challenge and use what you have.  

 Make the most of your ACCESS to others as a person of courage. 

Remember to ACKNOWLEDGE: do everything for the Lord. 

 

Are you willing to be a person of courage by standing for what’s right in the 
midst of difficult times? The economy provides very little encouragement. 
The housing market is uncertain. One might not have an invasion of 
Philistines attempting to take our food and land, but we certainly live in a 
time in which “spiritual Philistines” attempt to discourage us.  

 

It is time for COURAGEOUS CHRISTIANS to remain faithful in their giving 
unto the Lord.  

    

SCRIPTURES 

Judges 3-5 

 

DEVOTION: April 9 
_____________________________  

Be a Person of Courage 
DAVID WAGANER 
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 The Pastor Search Committee met with a candidate and his wife on 
the 27th of March.  We met with the candidate for nearly 4 hours and 
really felt God's presence in the discussions.  We had previously 
reviewed his candidate questionnaire, listened to a sermon, spoke 
with him via phone, and contacted a number of references.  We were 
able to have the candidate visit the church and he and his wife were 
very impressed with the facilities and what we have to offer our 
congregation and the community.  After prayerful consideration, our 
committee has contacted the candidate and extended him an offer to 
come in view of a call to be our next Senior Pastor.  He has humbly 
accepted our invitation and is excited to see where God is leading us in 
all of this.   
 
 We are making preparations to have him and his family come in 
view of a call the weekend of May 5, 6, & 7.  The plan is to have him 
meet with selected committees, the staff, and the Deacons the 
afternoon of May 6, culminating in a church wide carry-in fellowship 
that evening to include a Question & Answer session with the 
candidate and his wife.  He will preach both AM services on the 7th 
and we will take a vote whether to call him as Pastor after each 
service. I am working with the candidate to create a short bio for 
inclusion in next week's bulletin and we will have full resumes 
available for the May 6 Q&A.   
 
 We ask for continued prayer as we as a congregation now fully 
participate in this process, and we encourage all members to be 
involved in the weekend so we can properly discern God's will as we 
cast our votes.  Our committee continues to be united in this process 
and the selection of this candidate was unanimous.  We feel that God 
has led us and this candidate to this point and we are both eagerly 
looking forward to where God will take us from here.  Please continue 
to pray for God to lead in all that we do. 
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