
God gives every natural ability and spiritual gift for 
some purpose, and fulfilling that purpose is your sober responsibility. 

The neglect of many Christians to be involved in ministry may result from a 
failure to recognize abilities useful to God.  

Some Christians do not expect much of themselves in spiritual service if 
they were not called to a full-time Christian ministry. They may assume 
they have no spiritual gift, or none worth identifying. As a result many 
Christians are mostly “attenders” and not participants in the ministry of 
the church. 

Peter taught that every Christian has a gift.  

Paul taught that gifts come in many varieties but with the common 
purpose of serving others. Many Christians, however, are confused by the 
idea that gifts are supernatural phenomena. But the Bible identifies at least 
16 types of spiritual gifts, most of which are not supernatural. They are 
simply abilities heightened by a sense of unction from the Holy Spirit. Their 
purpose is to bring benefit to the church by enriching the fellowship 
through service and spiritual growth. 

Perhaps the key to understanding your spiritual gift is the fact that, in large 
part, it consists of a motivation.  

You do what you are motivated to do, and a spiritual gift involves a specific 
motivation to serve the Lord. The teacher not only has an ability to teach, 
but wants to teach as he sees others in need of truth and wisdom. The 
exhorter may or may not possess any unusual ability to motivate others 
effectively to grow or change, but what he clearly does have is a 
motivation himself to influence the lives of others for the better. The 
helper possesses perhaps no skill so much as he does a desire to take part 
in whatever work is necessary, to be humbly in the background of a 
successful group effort. 

Discovering your spiritual gift and putting it into action is one of your main 
responsibilities as a believer. It is crucial to your fully experiencing the 
purpose God has for your life in the church. 

    

SCRIPTURES 

Matthew 25:15, 1 Corinthians 12:4-11, 1 Peter 4:10-11 
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