
 

 
 

The Great ADVENTure  

Family Devotions for the Season of Advent  

 

By Cheryl Flaim  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dedicated to my sons, Caleb and Eli, for joining me on the great adventure 

every day.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Advent is a time of preparation as we anticipate 

the celebration of Christõs birth. Doing a daily 

Advent devotion with your family is a great way to 

keep Christ at the center of our thoughts during 

the busy Christmas season.  

Advent calendar: Advent calendars of many types 

are available,  or you can make your own ð a 

countdown chain is an easy Advent calendar that 

your child can help create. A simple Advent 

wreath sticker calendar has been provided at church.  The calendar helps 

us mark the days until Christmas. You can use the calendar in 

conjunction with these devotions, or you can do the Advent calendar in 

the morning, and the devotion in the evening.  

 Advent wreath and candles: You do not need to have an Advent wreath 

or candles to do the devotions. The candles in the wreath each symboli ze 

a theme that marks each week of Advent. Lighting the candles is an act 

that helps us remember ; and as the light grows each week as we draw 

closer to Christmas, it symbolically represents the growing anticipation 

of the birth of Christ, culminating in th e lighting of the central Christ 

Candle  on Christmas Eve.  

While there are different traditions involving different colors of Advent 

candles, you can use any color or type of candle you wish. It may give 

special meaning to your family devotion time if you l ight the candle(s) for 

the appropriate week of Advent each night as you do your devotion . The 

Advent wreath calendar provided to children through HSBC includes a 

paper candle with a sticker flame for each week.  

These devotions should not take very long, bu t spending this time 

together each day of the Advent season will be a blessing  to both you and 

your children as you focus on the Biblical story of Christmas  and prepare 

your hearts to celebrate Christõs arrival on earth to fulfill Godõs ultimate 

plan for us.  

A Bible verse, discussion topic, and simple prayer are provided for each 

day. Each week has a theme song that you may wish to sing together as 

a family t o open or close your devotional time each day. Invite your 

children to pray and participate in the reading and discussion at a level 



that is appropriate for their age. On certain days, optional crafts or 

activities are suggested to complement the devotion.  

If you have a nativity scene set up in your home, let your children act out 

the parts of the  Christmas story using the figures from the nativity. Some 

families place the Christ child in the manger only on Christmas ð the 

figure is kept hidden until then . Some also have the wise men located in 

a different part of the house, and they move those pieces closer to the 

stable each day leading up to Christmas.  

All written material is © Cheryl Flaim 2011 for use by Hamilton Street Baptist Church.  

Scripture references are from the New International Version. Church or non -individual 

use r equires permission from the author. Please do not reproduce without permissions 

or post online.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

First W eek of Advent  ð the Prophetõs Candle 

Light the first candle in your Advent wreath this week.  

Theme song: òO Come, O Come Emmanuel ó 

 



O Come, O Come Emmanuel Lyrics  

O come, O come, Emmanuel  

And ransom captive Israel  

That mourns in lonely exile here  

Until the Son of God appear  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse, free  

Thine own from Satan's tyranny  

From depths of Hell Thy people save  

And give them victory o'er the grave  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

O come, Thou Day -Spring, come and cheer  

Our spirits by Thine adv ent here  

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night  

And death's dark shadows put to flight.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

O come, Thou Key of David, come,  

And open wide our heavenly home;  

Make safe the way that leads on high,  

And close  the path to misery.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall come to thee, O Israel.  

 

O come, O come, Thou Lord of might,  

Who to Thy tribes, on Sinai's height,  

In ancient times did'st give the Law,  

In cloud, and majesty and awe.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel  

Shall c ome to thee, O Israel.   



Sunday, November 27  

 

Verse:  òTherefore the Lord himself will give 

you  a sign: The virgin  will conceive and give 

birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel. ó 

(Isaiah 7:14)  

 

Discussion:  On the first Sunday of Advent, 

we light  the Prophetõs candle. A Prophet is 

someone who told others what God was 

going to do. There are many places in the Bible that told about ð or 

prophesied ð the birth of Jesus Christ.  

 

Why does this verse from Isaiah say that Jesus will be called òImmanueló 

when we know Him as Jesus? What do you think òImmanueló means? 

(For parents: Immanuel (Emmanuel) literally means òGod with us.ó) 

 

How is Jesus òGod with usó?  

 

Activity:  Sing òO Come, O Come Emmanueló together as a family, or 

listen to a recording of it . Talk about what the words of the song mean  

and why we sing this at Christmas.  

 

Prayer:  Lord Jesus, we are so grateful that Y ou came to earth to be our 

Immanuel ð God with us. As we begin the celebration of Christmas, help 

us remember that it is not about th e presents, the busyness, or even the 

time with family that is most important, but it is that You came as part 

of Godõs perfect plan. Amen. 

 



Monday, November 28  

 

Verse:  òFor to us a child is born,  

   to us a son is given,  

   and the government will be on his 

shoulders.  

And he will be called  

   Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,  

   Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  

Of the greatness of his government and peace  

   there will be no end.  

He will reign on Davidõs throne  

   and over his kingdom,  

establishing and upholding it  

   with justice and righteousness  

   from that time on and forever.  

The zeal of the LORD Almighty  

   will accomplish this. ó (Isaiah 9:6 -7) 

 

Discussion:  What are some of the names that this verse tells us that 

Jesus will be called? What are some other names that we use for God or 

for Jesus?  

 

Activity: Make a list of all the names you can think of for God! Use your 

Bible for help. On the next page are strips you can cut out and color to 

make a chain. Write a name of God on each strip and then use the chain 

to decorate your Christmas tree.  

 

Prayer:  Lord, we praise Y ou that even though things seem scary 

sometimes here on earth, we know Y ou have given us J esus to be ruler 

over all ð the King of Kings! Long befor e Jesus or any of us was born, Y ou 



had this plan i n place. Thank Y ou for sending Y our Son at Christmas to 

be the Savior of the world!  In Jesusõ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Tuesday, November 29  

 

Verse:  òFor God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten son, 

that whosoever believe in Him will not perish, but have everlasting life. ó 

(John 3:16)  

Discussion:  When we celebrate Christmas, we often say that we are 

celebrating Jesusõ birthday. What makes Jesusõ birthday such a special 

birthday?  

Why did Jesus come to earth as a baby, live as a man, and die on the 

cross? Who did Jesus come for?  

Jesus was born to  be Immanuel, God with us, on Earth ð but He wasnõt 

just born to be born. He was born so that He 

could live, teach others about God, and then take 

our sins upon Him and die on the cross, to be 

raised again ð all so that we (you, me, and every 

person on Ear th) might be able to know Him and 

have eternal life.  

Note to parents: If your child has not accepted 

Christ as his or her  Savior, this  is a great 

opportunity to offer the opportunity  to do so ð but 

donõt pressure him or her. 

 

Activity:  Bake a birthday cake  for Jesus! You can have a special 

birthday party to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Bake a cake, light 

candles, and sing Happy Birthday to Jesus.  

 

Prayer:  God, we thank you that on Christmas we get to celebrate the 

birthday of Your  son, Jesus. We know that His birthday is special, 

because without Jesus, we could not live forever with You in heaven. 

Thank you for giving us Your son, and for the most important birthday of 

all.  Amen.  



Wednesday, November 30  

 

Verse: òI will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous 

as the stars in the sky and as the sand on the seashore. Your 

descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and 

through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed,  because you 

have obeyed me.ó (Genesis 22:17 -18) 

 

Discussion: God is talking to Abraham in these verses. Do you know 

who the descendant of Abraham is that this verse refers to? Iõll give you a 

hint: there is only ONE person who can bless all 

the nations of the earth. Thatõs right, itõs Jesus! 

Abrahamõs obedience to God was part of Godõs 

big plan that led to Christmas, the day Jesus was 

born. There were 42 generations between 

Abraham and Jesus ð thatõs a long time, but they 

are part of the same family. When we follow 

Jesus a s our savior , we become part of Godõs 

family , too.  

 

Can we help bless the nations? How do we do that? (Topics for 

discussion ð prayer, missionaries, serving God, telling other people about 

Jesus).  

 

Prayer: Lord, it is amazing that You have given us a way t o be part of 

Your family! Thank you for Jesusõ family who followed You and helped 

prepare the way for Him to come to us. We pray right now for all of the 

missionaries who are helping to share Your love and blessing with all the 

people of the earth.  In Jesu sõ name, Amen. 

 

 



Thursday, December 1  

 

Verse: òYou who bring good news to Zion,  

   go up on a high mountain.  

You who bring good news to Jerusalem,   

   lift up your voice with a shout,  

lift it up, do not be afraid;  

   say to the towns of Judah,  

   òHere is your God!ó  

See, the Sovereign LORD comes with power,  

   and he rules with a mighty arm.  

See, his reward is with him,  

   and his recompense accompanies him.  

He tends his flock like a shepherd:  

   He gathers the lambs in his arms  

and carri es them close to his heart;  

   he gently leads those that have young. ó (Isaiah 40:9 -11)  

 

Discussion: One of the Christmas songs we sing is called òGo Tell it on 

the Mountainó. What do these verses tell us to shout from the mountain? 

How is Jesus like a sh epherd?  

 

Prayer: Lord, we are so glad that Christmas is a time when there are so 

many ways we can share the good news of Your son with the world! Help 

us remember to share that news through our actions as we prepare for 

Christmas ð whether it is being patient in busy crowds  or in the simple 

ways we share Your love every day. In Jesusõ name, Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Friday, December 2  

 

Verse: òAnd you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most High; for 

you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him, to give his 

people the knowledge of salvation through the forgiveness of their sins, 

because of the tender mercy of our God, by whi ch the rising sun will come 

to us from heaven to shine on those living in darkness and in the shadow 

of death, to guide our feet into the path of peace.ó (Luke 1:76 -79) 

 

 

Discussion: This verse is a prophecy about John 

the Baptist. What does it tell us th at he was going 

to do? John the Baptist was preparing for Jesus. 

If we are preparing our hearts for Jesus during 

Advent, what are some things you can do to 

prepare  your heart? How do we get ready  for 

Jesus while we are getting ready for Christmas?  

 

 

Prayer : God, at Christmas we sing òLet every heart prepare Him roomó. 

Help us prepare our hearts for the love and forgiveness of Christ as we 

get ready for Christmas. If there are things in our hearts that need 

forgiveness, we give those to You  now. Help us to share Jesus with the 

world, so that others can know about forgiveness, salvation, and Godõs 

tender mercy, just as John the Baptist did when  he helped prepare the 

way for Jesus so long ago.  Amen.  

 

 

 

 



Saturday, December 3  

 

Verse:  òI will sing of the LORDõs great love 

forever;  

   with my mouth I will make your faithfulness 

known  

   through all generations.  

 I will declare that your love stands firm forever,  

   that you have establis hed  your faithfulness in 

heaven itself.  

 You said, òI have made a covenant with my 

chosen one,  

   I have sworn to David my servant,  

 ôI will establish your line forever  

   and make your throne firm through all generations.õó (Psalm 89 -14)  

 

Discussion: The Psalm for today talks about Godõs promise to His 

people. When God sent us Jesus, He was keeping His promise! Is it hard 

to keep a promise? How do you feel when someone breaks a promise? 

What about when someone keeps an important promise?  

 

Prayer: God, thank you! Thank you for keeping Your pro mise to Your 

people. Thank you that Jesus is the perf ect fulfillment of Your promise  

and that He reigns forever! Help us to remember that promises are 

serious and to keep our own promises, just like You do for us.  In Jesusõ 

name, Amen!  

 

Activity:  Together,  think of a new Advent or Christmas tradition for your 

family to start. Then do it!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

Second Week of Advent  ð the Bethlehem Candle  

Light the first and second candles in your Advent wreath this week.  

Theme song: òO, Little Town of Bethlehem ó 


