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Aovent s a thme of preparation as we anticipate the celebration of
Christ’s birth. Doing a daily Advent devotion with your family is
a great way to keep Christ at the center of our thoughts during the
busy Christmas season.

Advent calendar: Your child vecelved a sbimple Advent calendar
during the children's message on the flrst Sunday bn Advent. if
You did not get one, there are some available in the foyer at church.
Advent calendars of ma ny types are avatlable Ln the storves, or You
can maRe Your own - a countdown chatn s an easy Advent
calendar that Your child can help create. The calendar helps us
mark the oia@s until Christmas. You con use the calendar tn
comjumctﬁow with these devotions, or You can do the Advent
calendar Ln the morning, and the devotion Ln the evening.

Aolvent wreath and candles: You do not need to have an Advent
wreath or candles to do the devotions. The candles Ln the wreath
each symbolize o theme that marks each week of Advent. Lighting
the candles s an act that helps us remember; and as the Light
grows each week as we dvaw closer to Christmas, Lt sy mboLLcaLng
represents the growing anticipation of the bivth of Christ,
culminating in the lighting of the central Christ Candle on
Christmas Bve.

while theve ave different traditions tnvolving different colors of
Advent candles, You can use any color or type of candle You wish.
It may glve spectal meaning to Your family devotion time if You
Light the candle(s) for the appropriate week of Advent each night as
You do Your devotion. If You have very small children and do not



wish to use actual candles, You can ma ke constructlon paper
candles or use the coloring sheet that Ls provided on the next page,
and color Ln a candle each Swwiag of Advent.

These devotions should not take very long, but spending this thme
together ench day of the Advent season will be a blessing to both
You and your children as you focus on the Blblical story of
Christmas and prepare Your hearts to celebrate Christ’s arvival on
eavth to fulfill God's ultimate plan for us.

A BLble verse, discussion tople, and simple prayer are provided for
each doy. Bach week has a theme song that Yow may wish to stng
together as a family to open or close Your devotional time each day.
Invite Yyour chtldren to pray and participate tn the reading and
discussion at a level that Ls appropriate for thelr age. Ow cevtain
ofa@s, opt’wwat crafts or activities are suggested to complement the
devotion.

If You have o mati\/utg scene set up tn Your howte, Let Your chiloren
act out the parts of the Christmas story using the figures from the
nativity. Some families place the Christ child tn the manger only
on Christmas - the flgure is kept hidden until thew. Some also
have the wise mew located in a different part of the house, anol they
move those pleces closer to the stable each day leading up to
Christmas.



Flrst week of Aolvent — the Prophet’s Candle

Light the flrst candle tn your Advent wreath this week.

Theme song: “O Come, O Come Emmaniel”



Suwdag, Noveniber 28

verse: “Therefore the Lord himself will give youa sign: The virgin
wiLl concelve and glve bivth to a son, and will call hime tmmaniel.”
(lsatah #:14)

Discusston: This morning at church, we Lit the Prophet’s candle. A
Prophet Ls someone who told others what Goo was golng to do. There
are many places n the Blble that told about - or prophesied - the
bivth of Jesus Christ.

Why does this verse from tsalah say that Jesus will be called
“mmanuel” when we Rnow Him as Jesus? What do you think

“liwmeaniiel” means?

(For parents: immanuel (Emumanuel) LLtemLLU means “Goo with

us.”
How Ls Jesus “God with us”?

Activity: sing “O Come, O Come Bmmanuel” together as a family,
or Listen to a vecording of it. Talk about what the words of the song
mean and why we sing this at Christmas.

Prayer: Lovd Jesus, we are so grateful that Yow came to earth to be
our tmmanuel — God with us. As we begin the celebration of
Christmas, help us remenber that it Ls not about the presents, the
busywness, or even the thme with family that is most limportant, but
it Ls that You cawee as part of God's perfect plan. Amen.



Mowday, November 29

verse: “For to us a child is born,
to us a son Ls glven,
and the government will be on his shoulders.
Awnd he will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Pence.
Of the greatwness of his government and peace
there will be no end.
He will velgn on David’s throne
and over his kingdom,
establishing and upholding it
with justice and righteousness
from that time on and forever.
The zeal of the LORD Almighty
will accomplish this.” (1satah 9:6-7)

Dlscussion: What are some of the names that this verse tells us
that Jesus will be calleo? what ave some other nwames that we use for
God or for Jesus?

Prayer: Lovd, we praise You that even though things seem scary
sometiimes here ow earth, we Rnow You have given us Jesus to be
ruler over all - the King of Kings! Long before Jesus or any of us
was born, You had this plan bn place. Thank you for sending Your
Sown at Christmas to be the Savior of the world! 1n Jesus’ name,

AVLEIN.



Tuesdag, Novewlber 20

verse: “For God so Loved the world that He gave His only begotten
sown, that whosoever believe in Him will not perish, but have
everlasting Life.” (John 3:16)

Discussion: When we celebrate Christmas, we often say that we are
celebrating Jesus’ birthday. what makes Jesus’ bivthday such a
spectal birthday?

WM did Jesus comee to earth as a babg, Live as o mean, and die on
the cross? Who did Jesus come for?

Jesus was born to be mmanuel, God with us, on Earth — but He
wasw’tjust born to be born. He was borwn so that He could Live, teach
others about God, and then take our siins UPON Him and die on the
cross, to be vatsed again - all so that we (UOW me, and EVErY) PErSON
own Earth) might be able to kinow Him and have eternal Life.

Note to parents: If Your ehild has not accepted Chyist as his or her
Savior, this s a great opportunity to offer the opportunity to do so

— but don't pressure hive or her.

Prayer: God, we thank You that on Chrtstmas we get to celebrate
the birthoday of Your son, Jesus. We kinow that His birthday is
spectal, because without Jesus, we could not Live forever with You in
heaven. Thank you for glving us Your son, and for the most
Liportant birthday of all. Amen.



weodwnesoa Y Decenmber 1

verse: “I will surely bless You anol make Your descenodants as
nuneerous as the stavs tn the sky and as the sand on the seashore.
Your descendants will take possession of the cities of thelr enemles,
and through your offspring all nations ow earth will be blessed,
because You have obeyed me.” (Genesis 22:17-18)

Discussion: God Ls talking to Abraham tn these verses. Do You
Rinow who the descendant of Abraham Ls that this verse vefers to?
'Ll give you a hint: there is only ONE person who can bless all the
nations of the earth. That's right, it's Jesus! Abraham’s obedience to
God was part of God's big plan that Led to Christimas, the day Jesus
was born. There were 42 generations between Abraham and Jesus -
that's a long thme, but they are part of the same family. When we
follow Jesus as our savior, we become part of God’s family, too.

con we help bless the nations? How do we do that? (Toples for
discussion — prayer, misstonaries, serving God, telling other people
about Jesus).

Prayer: Lovd, it ls amnzing that You have given us a way to be
part of Your family! Thank Yyou for Jesus’ family who followed
You and helped prepare the way for Him to come to us. We pray
rlght now for all of the wmissionaries who are helping to shave Your
Love and blessing with all the people of the earth. (n Jesus’ name,

AVEN.



Thursoa Y Decenber 2

verse: “You who bring good news to Ziow,
9o up own a high mountain.
You who bring good news to Jerusalem,
Lift up your volce with a shout,
Lift it up, do not be afraid;
say to the towns of Judah,
“Here Ls Your Gool!”
See, the Soverelgn LORD comes with power,
and he rules with a mighty arm.
See, his reward Ls with him,
anol NLS recompense accompanties .
He tends his flock like a shepheral:
He gathers the lLambs bn his arms
and carvies them close to his heavt;
he @(il/utLU leads those that have young." (lsatah 40:9-11)

Discussion: One of the Chivistmas songs we sing Ls called “co Tell
Lt on the Mountain”. what oo these verses tell us to shout from the
mountaiLn? How s Jesus Like a shepherol?

Prayer: Lovd, we are so glad that Chvistmas s a time whewn there
are so wmany ways we can shave the good news of Your son with the
world! Help us remember to shave that news through our actions as
we prepare for Christmas — whether it Ls being patient in busy
crowds or ln the sbiuple ways we share Your Love every day. n

_Jesus’ name, Anten.



Fr’wlag, Decenber 3

verse: “And you, my child, will be called a prophet of the Most
High; for you will go on before the Lord to prepare the way for him,
to give his people the knowledge of salvation through the
forgiveness of thelr sins, because of the tender merey of our God,
by which the ristng sun will come to us from heaven to shine on
those Living tn darkness and tn the shadow of death, to gulde our
feet Lnto the path of peace.” (Luke 1:76-79)

Discussion: This verse Ls a prophecy about John the Baptist. what
does Lt tell us that he was going to do? Johw the Baptist was
preparving for Jesus. If we arve preparing our hearts for Jesus during
Advent, what are some things you con do to prepare Your heart?
How do we get ready for Jesus while we ave getting ready for

Chrlstmas?

Prayer: God, at Christimas we sing “Let every heart prepare Him
room”. Help us prepare our hearts for the Love and forgiveness of
Christ as we get ready for Christmas. If theve are things tn our
hearts that neeod forgiveness, we give those to You now. Help us to
share Jesus with the world, so that others can know about
forgiveness, salvation, and God’s tender mer%,jugt as John the
Baptist did whew he helped prepare the way for Jesus so long ago.

AVEIN.



Saturia Y Decenmber 4

verse: ‘I Will siing of the LORD's great Love forever;
with my mouth 1 will make Your fatthfulness known
through all generations.
| will declave that your Love stands firm forever,
that you have established your faithfulness tn heaven  itself.
Youw said, “l have wmade a covenant with my chosen one,
| have sworn to David my servant,
‘L will establish your Line forever
and make your throne flim through all generations.” (Psalm

£9-14)

Discussion: The Psalme for today taliks about God’s provmise to His
people. When God sent us Jesus, He was keeping His promise! (s it
havd to keep a promise? How do You feel when someone breaks a
promise? What about whew someone Reeps an Lmportant promise?

Prayer: God, thank you! Thank you for keeplng Your promise to
Your people. Thank you that Jesus is the perfect fulfillment of Your
provise anol that He relgns forever! Help us to remember that
promises are sevious and to keep our own promises, just Like You do

for us. In Jesus’ name, Amen!

Activity: Together, think of a new Advent or Christmas tradition
for your family to start. Thew do it!



Secondl week of Advent — the Bethlehem Candle

Light the first and second candles bn your Advent wrenth this
week.

Theme song: “O, Little Towwn of Bethlehem”



Suwdag, December 5

verse: “But You, Bethlenem Ephrathah,

though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of You will come for me

owne who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,

from anclent thmes.” (Micah 5:2)

Discusston: This verse prophesies where Jesus will be born. What else
do You know about where Jesus was born? what do you think,
Bethlehem was like 2000 years ago? Where were You born?

Bethlehem 2000 years ago was much smaller than Lt Ls today.
Jesus was borw Ln a stable - a divty, probably smelly place, not Like

the hospitals most of us were born tinl

Does [t surprise You that the Son of God was born bn such hunble
cireumstances? Why do You think God chose to have Jesus born in
a small town to a poor family, nstead of tn a big clty, with vich

vuulers as parents?

Prayer: Lovd, we thank You that we don't have to come from fancy
or bportant places for You to love us anol use us. Thawnk You for
preparing a place for Jesus to be born in, just as You have prepared o
place for us. We praise You for all You have done! (n Jesus’ name,

AVEN.



Mowdla Y, Deceniber &

verse: n the sixth month of Elizabeth's pregnancy, God sent the
angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town bn Galilee, to a virgin pledged to
be marvied to a wman nawed Joseph, a descendant of David. The
virgin's name was Mary. The angel went to her and said,
‘Greetings, You who are highly favored! The Lord Ls with you.”

Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind
of greeting this might be. But the angel sald to her, “Do not be
atraid, Mary; You have found favor with God. You will conceive
and give birth to a son, and You ave to call him Jesus. He will be
oreat and will be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God
WLl give hime the throne of Wis father David, and he will veign over

Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will nwever end.” (Luke
1:26-25)

Discussion: Wow! Can You tmagine belng Mary and being told
You were golng to be the mom of the sow of God? How do You think
she felt? How do You think her Life might have changed after this
news? Have You ever had news that changed your Life?

Prayer: God, we've so glad that Yow call even ordinary people to do
great things for You! Thank you for Mary’s willing heart. tHelp
our hearts to be willlng to serve You so that You can be glorified!

AVEIN.



Tuesoay, December 7

verse: This Ls how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: His
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they
came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy
Splrit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet
diol mot want to expose her to public disgrace, he had bn mind to
divoree her quietly.

But after he had constdered this, an angel of the Lord appeared to
him in o dveave anol satd, “Joseph son of David, do ot be afraid to
take Mary home as your wife, because what Ls concelved tn her is
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and you are to
give hinm the name Jesus, because he will save his people from thelr

SLNG.”

AlL this took place to fulfill what the Lord had said through the
prophet: “The virgin will concelve and give birth to a son, and they
wLLL call hime tmumaniel” (which wmeans “God with us”). wWhen

Joseph wolkee up, he dicd what the angel of the Lord had commanded
himt and took Mary home as his wife. (Matthew 1:18-23)

Discusslon: How do You think Joseph felt after the angel spoke to
hine? (s Ltk sometimes hard to do the right thing? Discuss.

Prayer: Let Your children lend the prayer tonight!



weodwnesoa Y Decenmber £

verse: “in those days Caesar Augustus Lssued a decvee that a
census should be taken of the entive Roman world. (This was the
flrst cemsus that took place while Quirinius was governor of
syrin.) And everyone went to thelr own town to register.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to

Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the
house and Line of David. He went theve to vegister with Mary, who
was pledoed to be marvied to hime and was expecting a child.” (Ludee
2:1-5)

Discussion: This sunday at church we Lit the Bethlehem candle.
This candle represents where Jesus was born and the journey Mary
and Joseph took to get there. Mary and Joseph made a diffieult trip
to Bethlehem and were also on a spivitual journey of faith, as they
followed God even when it was havd. (s there anything you'd Like to
do that would be o next step in Your Journey of faith?

Prayer: Jesus, we Rnow that sometimes Lt Ls not easy to follow You.
We thank you that Mary and Joseph were faithful even following
whew it got hard. Help us to have the strength to take the next step
when the golng gets tough. Thank Yyou for guiding owr path.

AWLEN.



Thursday, December 9

verse: While they were there, the the came for the baby to be born,
and she gave bivth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him tn
cloths and placed hime v a manger, because there was no guest
room available for them. (Luke 2:6-7)

Discussion: There was no place prepared for Jesus to be born, so he
was born tn a stable. Does Your family do anything special to
prepare for spectal guests? what would you oo to prepare for Jesus if
You knew He was coming? Would You do something differently
than you do for other guests?

Prayer: Lovd, as we anxiously wait for Christmas, | pray You
would help us prepare our hearts for You. While we are busy getting,
our homes veady for the holidays, help us clean up the messes in
our hearts as well. Anmen.




Fr’wlag, Decentber 10

verse: “But You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, God's spectal possession, that you may declave the protses
of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful Light.” (1
Peter 2:5-9)

Discussion: Just Like God chose Mary to be the mother of Jesus and
Bethlehem to be the place where Jesus was born, God has also chosen
You! He wants everyone to believe tn Jesus so that we can Live with
Him forever. When children ave adopted into a family, they are
chosen by thelr parents to be n thelr family forever. When we
follow God, it Ls Like being adopted into God's family! we chose to
follow him, but He also chooses to forgive us and Llove us. What an
amnzing gift it Ls to be chosen by God! He also chooses people to
serve Him tn spectal ways. He chose Mary and Joseph to take care
of Jesus. s there a way You feel Like God might be asking you to
serve Hime? what are some praises you have for Goo?

Prayer: God, we pratse You for all the great things You have done!
We praise You for sending us Jesus. We praise You for the many
blessings in our Lives! As we Look forward to Christmas, Let us be
thankful that You have chosen us to be part of Your family. Thank
You for the families we have heve, too. We pray that when You
choose us to serve You ln spectal ways, we will say “yes!” Amen.



Saturda Y peceniber 11

verse: “The days are coming,’ declares the LORD, ‘when [ will
fulfill the good promise [ made to the people of (srael and Judah.
“In those days and at that thuee [ will make a vighteous Bronch
sprout from David’s Ling; he will oo what Ls just and right in the
Land. n those days Judah will be saved

and Jerusalem will Live in safety.
This Ls the name by witch itk will be called:

The LORD Our Righteous sSavior.”” (Jevevloh 33:14-16)

Discussion: In the Blble, theve ave Lots of limages, or word pictures,
used to deseribe something. When this passage talks about a
“‘righteous Branch sprout from David’s Line” it is actually talking
about a person. Do You rementber when we talked about Abraham’s
descendants last week? Owne of those descendants was David. And
one of David’s descendants was ... Jesus! Jesus is the righteous
Branch. The name “Jesus” means “Savior” - just as the verse says.

Can You think of other thmes tn the BLble where word pictures are
used? Do You know the meaning of your name?

Prayer: Lovd, we are amazed whew see all of the places tn the Bilble
where it shows part of Your plan for Jesus’ birth! From His name to
where He was born, it Ls all there for us to read. Thank you for Your
per{ect plawn. Help us to follow Your plan for our owwn Lives. Anmen.



Thirol week of Adlvent - the Shepherd’s candle

Light the flrst, second, and thivd candles tn Your Advent wreath
this week.

Theme song: “While BY My Sheep | watched At Night” or “we
Three Kings” (Not familiar with “while bg My Sheep?” - check out
Veggle Tales!)



Suwdag, December 12

verse: “And there were shepherds Living out bn the fields nearby,
Reeplng wateh over thelr flocks at night. 2 An angel of the Loval
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone arownd them,
and they were tervified. 2 But the angel said to them, “Do not be
afraid. L bring You good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. = Today in the town of David a Savier has beew born to You;
he Ls the Messiah, the Lord. 2 Thts will be a stgn to you: You will
find o baby wrapped in cloths and Lying in a manger.” (Luke 2:2-
12)

Discusston: Shepherds in a flelo were the flrst people to hear the
news of Jesus’ birth. This morning at chureh, we Lit the Shepherd’s
Candle. tmagine You are a poor shepherd, and on a cold night, an
angel appenred to You! How would You feel? Excited? Afraid?

Do You think Lt Ls qusorta nwt that the {Lrst people to hear the news
and to come worship the newborn King were not rich people, famous
pwpte, or rulers?

Prayer: Lovd Jesus, we thank You that You were born for everyone,
including we. we ave so glad for the miracle of Your blrth, anal
that even shepherds got to vejolce ano worshipl We also remember
that belng born for everyone also means You died for everyone, too.
Thawnk You, Lord! Amen.



Mowdla Y, Decevaber 13

verse: “So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the
baby, who was Lying in the manger. When they had seen him,
they spread the word concerning what had been told them about
this child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds
satd to them. But Mary treasured wp all these things and pondered
them bn her heart. The shepherds retunned, glovifying and praising
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as
they had been told.” (Luke 2:16-20)

Discussion: Something bmportant happeneo after the shepherds
went to see Jesus. What do You think that was? They praised God,
yes; but they did something else as well. The shepherds told other
people about Jesus! Have You ever told someone about Jesus? Talk
about what that was like. Were you excited or nenjous? The
shepherds were so amazed; they couldn't help but shave the good
news of the newborn savior! Think of someone You would Like to
tell about Jesus. At Christmas, it's easy to talkk about what
Christmas Ls about ~ maybe you have a friend you can tell this
weer!

Prayer: God, we thank You for the veminder the shepherds give us -
to shave the excitement of our savior with peoplel We all have
friends or family who dow't kinow about Jesus. Help us find ways
to tell others about You. Amen.



Tuesoa Y Decenber 14

verse: “I avn the good shepherd; | kinow my sheep and my sheep
Rnow me— just as the Father knows me and | know the Father—
and [ Lay down my Life for the sheep.” (John 10:14-15)

Discussion: We know that God flrst shaved the good news of Jesus’
bivth with shepherds in the field. Why does Jesus call Himself the
“‘good shepherd” tn this verse from Johne what does it mean to be
one of his sheep?

Jesus Rinows and caves about each one of us. No matter what
happens, He will always be theve to Look after us. He latd down His
Lite by dying on the cross for each one of His sheep. The BLbLe tells
us that “we Liike sheep have gone astray”. This means that just o
like o sheep that gets Lost, we sometimes Lose our way and sin. But
even whew that happens, Jesus Ls there for us, ready to vescue us

from our sin.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, we ave so glad that there Ls nothing we
can do and no place we can go that will take us away from Your
Loving care and forgiveness. We confess that sometimes we 9o
astray, just Like sheep do. Thank You for giving us a Good
Shepherd to guide us and rescue us. Amen.



wedwnesoa Y Deceniber 1.5

verse: “For [ was hungry and You gave me something to eat, | was
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, | was a stranger and
You bnvited me b, 1 needed clothes and you clothed me, | was siek
and You Looked after me, [ was tn prison and you came to visit me.

“Then the righteous will answer hiv, ‘Lord, when did we see You
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to
drink? When did we see You a stranger and Lnvite You Ln, or
needing clothes and clothe your When did we see You stek or in
prison and go to vVisit You?’

“The King will veply, Truly 1 tell you, whatever you did for one of
the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.”
(Matthew 25:35-40)

Discusslon and activity: One Advent tradition Ls to make a bed for
the Baby Jesus by dolng kind things for others. Your family can
do that, too! Use a small box or basket for the bed and strips of
paper for straw. For each kind thing one of You does for friends
and family, you place one piece of straw in the bed.

BY Christmas Bve, hopefully you will fill the manger for Jesus
because of your Rindness to others! Discuss tdeas of things you
can do to help others as a way of showing God's Love.



(December 15, contlnumed)

Prayer: Lord, help us remenmber that when we help others, we ave
senving You. At Chiristmas, help us keep n mind ways we can help
others. We kinow that for some, Christimas can be a lonely or sad
tlme of year. Bring those people to our minds, and help us veach out
to them to make thelr days brighter and thelr Christmas merry. n

_Jesus’ name, Anien.




Thursoa Y December 16

verse: “After Jesus was born bn Bethlehem bn Judea, during the tinme
of King terod, Magl from the east came to Jerusalem and asked,
“Where Ls the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his

star whew Lt vose and have come to wmmp N,

“When King Herod heavd this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem
with him. Whewn he had called together all the people’s chief priests
and teachers of the Law, he asked thewn wheve the Messiah was to be
borm. ‘in Bethlehem tn Juden,” they replied, “for this s what the
prophet has written:

“But You, Bethlehem, tn the land of judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for out of You will come a ruler

who will shepherd my people Isvael.” (Matthew 2:1-6)

Discussion: Why do you think King Herod was so worried when he
heavol about Jesus? We know that Jesus was the King of Kings -
but that meant more than belng a kRing on earth Like King Herod.
It You were Hervod and heard about Jesus, what would you have

done? We'll Learn more about hime tontorrow!

Activity: A fun craft You can eat! To vepresent the star the Magi
saw, put yellow frosting on two graham crackers and stick them
together in the shape of a star. Decorate Your star with three candies



or marshmallows to represent the three Magi. Then enjoy Your

sy mbolle snack!

Prayer: Father, we kinow that Yow placed the star in the sky that
helped guide the wise men to worship Jesus. Thank you for their
faithfulness in following that star. Help us to be faithful as we
follow Jesus every day of our Lives. (n Jesus’ name, Amen.




Friday, December 15+

verse: “Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from
them the exact time the star had appeared. He sent them to
Bethlehenm and sald, ‘Go and search carvefully for the child. As soon
as you find him, report to me, so that [ too may go and worship

hine.’

“Adfter they had heavd the king, they went on thelr way, and the
star they had seen when it vose went ahend of theme wintil it stopped
over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they
were overjoyeol. On coming to the house, they saw the chilol with his
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped hine. Then they
opened thelr treasures and presented him with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrch. And having been warned in a dream not
to 9o back to Hevod, they returned to thelr country by another
route.” (Matthew 2:7-12)

Discussion: After Jesus was born, the shepherds weren't the only
ones to go and worship Him. The MagL, or “wise men” as You might
Rinow them, had heard about Jesus and saw the star. They had a
Long way to walk though, and Jesus probably wasn't even a baby
anymore by the thme they arvived- he might have been two years
oldd! The wise men brought gifts to Jesus. If You were to give Jesus a
gitt for Christmas, what would it be? Have everyone tn Your
family talk about what gift they might give Jesus. You could even



write them on paper ornaments and hang them on Your Christimas
tree as a reminder.

Prayer: Heavenly Father, at Christmas, it's so easy to think about
presents. Tonlght, Let us think about the gift You gave us in jesus,
and help us to give Him our hearts, our Love, and our fatthfulness,
this Christmas and always. Amen.

Write Your gift to Jesus on the ornament below.




Saturda Y, Pecentber 18

verse: “Avise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD rises upon You.
See, darkiness covers the earth
and thick darkness Ls over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon You
and his glory appears over You.
Nations will come to Your Light,
and kings to the brightness of Your daww.” (lsatah 60:1-2)

Dlscussion: Jesus came to be the Light of the world. At Christimas,
there ave Lots of things we do that vepresent the Light of Christ, Like
lighting these Advent candles. There Ls a tradition that says that
the Lights on our Chiristimas trees, (people used candles for before
there was electricity)), represent the light of Christ that came into
the world when He was born. what are some other things that we
use at Christmas that vepresent Chrilst? Ave there any spectal
ornaments on Your tree? What about Your nativity scene?

Prayer: Jesus, we Rinow that even tn the darkest of nights, Your
Light can shine. You are the Light of the world! Help us to be Lights
for You tn a darie world. (n this season of Advent, help others to see
Your light shinling in the midst of all the hustle, bustle, andl
things that might distract us from You. n Your Holy name,

AVEN.



Fourth week of Advent - the Angel’s Candle

Light all four candles in your Advent wreath this week. I Your
wreath has a Christ Candle, save it for Christmas Eve.

Theme song: “Angels We Have Heard Own High”



Sunday, BPecember 19

verse: “suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared
with the angel, pratsing God and saying,

'Glory to God Ln the highest heavew,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” (Luke 2:
132-14)

Dlscusston: This morniing, we Lit the Angel’s Candle at chureh in
the Advent wreath. There ave Lots of angels tn the Christmas story
- angels spoke to Mary, to Joseph, and angels annownced the birth
of Jesus to the shepherds. The angel candle vepresents God's Love as
He shaved the good news of the savior’s bivth with the world.

How would you announce the birth of Jesus to the world? wWould
You shout from the rooftops or send out a printed anmonncement
and invitation? Talk with your family about ways you could
shave the news about Jesus.

Prayer: Lovd, theve are so many miracles we see survounding the
birth of Jesus. Thank Yyou for the amazing way You shared the
news with the Shepherds, and for Your Word that shares it with us.
Let us go out and shave the good news with others! (n Jesus’ name,
Anen.



Mowda Y, Decenmber 20

verse: “A volcee of one calling:
‘n the wilderness prepare the way for the LORD;
make straight tn the desert a highway for our God.
Every valley shall be vatsed wp, every wmountain and hill made Low;
the rough ground shall become Level,

the rugoed places a plain.
And the glory of the LORD will be revenaled,

anol all people will see it together.

For the mouth of the LORD has spoken.”” (Isatah 40:3-5)

Biscussion: It's almost Christmas - in Just a few days, we will be
rejoleing as we celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ! Are You prepared?
What else do you need to do to make Your heart veady for

Chrlstmas?

Today would be a good day to do a spectal family activity to help
Reep focused on Chvist as Christmas dvaws near. You coulol bake a
birthday cake and sing “Happy Blrthday” to Jesus. You could
wateh “A Charlie Brown Christmas” and Listen when Linus tells
Charlie Brown about the true meaning of Christimas. Or you could
oo Christmas caroling, and shave Christ’s Love with Your
netghbors!

Prayer: Let your children pray for Christ to be shaved with their
friends and netghbors.



Tuesoa Y December 21

verse: “The true Light that glves Light to everyone was coming binto
the world. He was L the world, and though the world was made
through him, the world did wot recognize hime. He came to that
which was his owwn, but his owwn did not vecelve him. Yet to all who
did recelve him, to those who believed tn his nwame, he gave the right
to become chiloven of Goo— chiloven born not of natural descent,
nor of human dectston or a husband’s will, but born of God.

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have
seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from
the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:9-14)

Dlscussion: What beautiful verses that tell us about Jesus coming,
nto the world. Do You think Lt was surprising to people that the
Messiah, the Savior, the King of Kings and Lord of Lords came to
earth as a baby? The Light of the World Looked just Like you or e
when we were babies - tiny and helpless. Some recognized Him
and worshiped Him, but many did not. He came for all, though -
and all we have to do is believe!

Prayer: Gool, sometimes You SUrprise us tn how You workl what an
amazing gift You gave to us whew You sent us Your son, as o
Little baby, who grew bnto a mawn, who died for us. We believe, Lord!
Thank You for Jesus. Amen.



wedwnesoa Y December 22

verse: ‘Sing to the LORD a new song,
for he has done marvelous things;
his vight hand and his holy arm
have worked salvation for him.
The LORD has wade his salvation kinown
and revealed his vighteousness to the nations.
He has remenbered his Love
and his fatthfulness to Israel;
all the ends of the earth have seen
the salvation of our God.” (Psalm 9g:1-3)

Discussion: Jesus’ birth, Life, death on the cross, and resurvection
are all ways that God has “made his salvation kRnown and revenled
his righteousness to the natlons.” Whewn Jesus was born to be our
savior, it meant that Goo was faithful to what He hao promised.
This psalm talks about singing a song to the Lord. Tonlght, sing
a Christmas song together to praise the Lovd for senoing us His

Sown!

Prayer: Make Your song Your prayer tontght. Whatever song You
choose, really think about the words that You stng. Some
Christmas songs that make great prayers are “Joy to the World”
and “O, Holy Night”. Plck Your {amitg favorite!



Thursoa Y Decenber 23

From now until Christmas, we arve going to vead through the
Christmas story from beglnning to end. We have talied about
many of these verses before, but now Let’s Listen to them again as
we begin our Christmas celebrations over the next couple of days.

For your discussions on these days, allow children to share their
favorite parts of the Christmas story and to ask any questions
they may have. Pray together as a family as you feel Led.

verse: This is how the birth of Jesus the Messiah came about: “His
mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they
came together, she was found to be pregnant through the Holy
Spirit. Because Joseph her husband was faithful to the law, and yet
did not want to expose her to public disgrace, he had tn mind to
divorce her quietly.

“But after he hao considered this, an angel of the Lovd appeared to
him bn a dream anol satd, “Joseph son of David, oo wot be afraid to
take Mary home as Your wife, because what is concelved tn her is
from the Holy Spirit. She will give birth to a son, and You are to
give hime the name Jesus, because he will save his people from thelr

SLNG.

“AlL this took place to fulfill what the Lovd had satd through the
prophet: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and they

wiLL call hime tmumaniel” (whiteh weans “God with us”).



“When Joseph woke up, he did what the angel of the Lorol had
commanded him and took Mary home as his wite. But he did not
consummnate theilr marviage until she gave birth to a son. And he
oave him the name Jesus.” (Matthew 1:18-24)

Activity and prayer: if your family recelved Christmas cavds this
Yyear, take a moment to pray for the people who sent them. Pray for
thelr families, thelr health, and that they might know Christ i
they do not already.




Fr’wlag, Decenber 24

It You have a fifth candle tn your Advent wreath, tonlght Light
that candle, the Chvist Candle. The wreath Ls at its brightest now as
the light of Christ shines into the world at the celebration of His
birth. You may wish to dim the Lights tn the room as you Light the
candles this evening, so that it Ls the light of Christ that is
emphasized.

verse: “In those days Caesar Augustus tssued a decree that o
census should be taken of the entive Roman world. (This was the
flrst cemsus that took place while Quirinius was governor of

Sy via.) And everyone went to thelr own town to reglster.

So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to

Juden, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the
house and Line of David. He went there to register with Mary, who
was pledoed to be marvied to hime and was expecting a child. While
they were there, the thme came for the baby to be born, and she gave
bivth to her flrstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed
him b manger, because there was no guest room available for
themt.” (Luke 2:1-#)

Aativitg: Enol Your Advent devotional tinme tonight bg so{ttg
singng together “Silent Night”.



Saturda Y, December 25

Merry Christmas! Ma Y you be blessed this olmd as you celebrate the
birth of our savior with Your family! Keep Christ at the center of
your hearts and homes ow this olag.

verse: “And there were shepherds Living out bn the fields nearby,
Reeping watch over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord
appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were tervified. But the angel satd to them, Do not be
afraid. L bring You good news that will cause great joy for all the
people. Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to You,
he Ls the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you: You will
find a baby wrapped in cloths and Lying in a manger.’

‘Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with
the angel, pratsing God and saying,

'Glory to God tn the highest heaven,
and ow earth peace to those on whow his favor rests.’

“When the angels had Left them and gone into heaven, the
shepherds satd to one another, ‘Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this
thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.’

“So they hurried off and fownd Mary and Joseph, and the baby,
who was Lytng tn the manger. When they had seen him, they
spread the word concerning what had beew told them about this
child, and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds satd



to them. But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered
them tn her heart. The shepherds retwned, glorifying and praising
God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as
they had beew told.” (Luke 2:2-20)

Have a most Mervy and Blessed Christmas!




